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Preface

This publication has been prepared primarily to update elementary,
secondary and collegiate principles teachers’ knowledge of materials on
noncomputer-based games and simulations relating to the teaching of eco-
nomics and corresponding social studies topics. As a further service it also
includes selected articles and resource references which can supply valuable
information to the classroom teacher and curriculum specialist. This book
represents a substantial revision and expansion of two earlier bibliographies
which were distributed by the Joint Council on Economic Education.

Eighty new games not previously annotated are among the 130 included
in this edition. It is significant that the thrust of these new games is toward
how society approaches solutions to problems such as environment, urban
planning, economic development and distribution of wealth. A new section
on game construction will help to make this reference source of great value
not only for teacher workshops but also for collegiate instructional methods
classes. ,

We are indebted to Professors Darrell R. Lewis, William E. Becker, Jr.,
and Robert Reinke at the University of Minnesota’s Center for Economic
Education and Professor Donald Wentworth at Pacific Lutheran University's
Center for Economic Education for their willingness to undertake this project
and to provide economic education with a continuing repository of informa-
tion in this area. We are also indebted to the many teachers and researchers
who are currently trying out and evaluating the many games and simulations
available.

o S. Stowell Symmes
January 1974 _ - Director of Curriculum
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introduction

Introduction

At a time when new teaching materials and techniques are being devel-
oped daily it is difficult to find innovations that capture the imagination and
enthusiasm of their users to the degree which has been accomplished by edu-
cational games and simulations. In education, yesterday’s innovative fad is
often as popular as yesterday’s baseball hero. However, this has not been true
of games and simulations. Since their introduction to precollege classrooms
in the middle 1960°s, their creation and use, and the discussion of their educa-
tional worth has increased geometrically each year. This public and profes-
sional attention and the resulting new games make any publication on the
subject quickly outdated. For this reason the Joint Council on Economic
Education, recognizing its responsibility to provide educators with up-to-date
information on all facets of economic education, decided to revise and expand
its earlier (1968 and 1971) bibliographies of games and simulations to include
as many of these new developments as were publicly available.

A second major reason for expanding this publication was to assist
economic educators in developing ¢riteria for evaluating the educational use-
fulness of these exercises, provide guidelines for game creation with existing
resources. and provide suggestions as to how-one can best use them in the
classroom. No full-time teacher can be expected to remain both informed and
experienced enough to read, use and evaluate everything available in this
area. It is hoped that this publication services these needs in economic
education.

In September 1970, the Joint Council on Economic Education desig-
nated the Center for Economic Education at the University of Minnesota
as the nationul repository for games and simulations in economic education. |
During the past years the Center has purchased many and reviewed all of the
simulation-games relating to economics which are identified in this report.
In collaboration with other Centers. game designers and the Joint Council,
an evaluation form has been developed and is currently being used by teach-
ers in Minnesota who are trying out many of the exercises identified herein.

Criteria for Inclusion , ,

The following rationale established the project’s criteria for including
(or excluding) the simulation-games found in this publication:

I. The exercise had to meet a working definition established by the
Center for the terms educational simulation, game, and /or simulation-game.
The literature of the field abounds with controversy over what is meant by
these words. The developers of the project found the following definitions to
be of working value to them:

A learning game is a' model of student interaction which usually involves a
@ “‘winner,” and the winner is a person who has learned enough content to
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win the game. The game essentially provides a competitive setting for the
learning Ofbub_]e(.l matter content.

Simulations are an attempt to model a portion of reality in an artificial
situation. They reproduce the social. economic or political processes of
particular systems of social interaction. Students assume roles in the sys-
tem and try to understand how the system operates by participating in it
as a member. not an observer.

A simulation-game is a combination of these models which tries to use the
role-playing. modeling features of simulation for learning how a system
operates and the competitive nature of games to encourage student motiva-
tion. Most exercises available and identified in this publication have both
of these characteristics.

2. The exercise had to involve the use of economic behavior. goals
and/or concepts. This gave the project a very broad range of exercises to
include. Exercises ranged from some that were restricted entirely to simu-
lating economic behavior to others that dealt with ecology. urban planning
and history. However, no matter how diverse the range of subject areas, at
the least they illustrated allocation decisions and reactions to material
scarcity. This criterion for inclusion allowed the project sufficient breadth
of purpose to serve many teacher needs as well as appropriate narrowness
of purpose to give the publication a central focus.

3. The exercise had to_have a general education application. The project
included exercises available primarily for the elementary and secondary
levels although some are applicable for college use as well. Business manage-
ment games and advanced undergmduate or graduate level simulations were
excluded.

4. All the exercises identified had to be commercmll\ and /or publicly
available. This was the most stzingent test. In most other blbllogmphles and
publications dealing with games and simulations. many of the exercises are,
unfortunately. not publicly available. In many instances. the exercises do not
ever become available and readers begin to doubt the credibility and useful-
ness of such publications as reference documents. This publication does not
discuss nor annotaie such exercises.

I!ndoubtedly. this publication commits some errors of omission. Much
excellent work is dong by individuals and schools which never receives public-
ity and which never is exposed to others: much that is written and published
is never distributed and therefore difficult 1o identify in a project such as this,

How to Use this Publication

Educational Games and Simulations in Economics is divided into four
chapters. These divisions are meant to give readers clear identification and
efficient access to available materials in the field. [t is antlupatt.d that this
information will be of use to readers with differing concerns—i.e.. educa-
tional researchers. game designers, or elementary and secondary classroom
teachers. Each chapter is inifoduced for the purpose of quickly identifying its
contents and who would most benefit from it.

Chapter 1 pertains to constructing. selecting and using Educational
Games and Simulations in' Economics. This section is particularly valuable
to classroom teachers and/or department chairmen for the purpose of gain-

o g "howto doit™ or “how to do it better™ skills.
ERIC . | .
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Chapter I presents a review of findings and annotations of the current
research on instructional games and simulations in the related social sciences
and economics. This section can be useful to any member of the educational
community, but should be of greatest interest to anyone contemplating
further research in the area.

Chapter I11 contains an annotated listing of all currently available sinmu-
lations and games for the teaching of economics and related topics which fit
the “Criteria {or Inclusion™ as described above, This section represents the
heart of the publication. Each annotation identifies the simulation-game title,
its source of distribution, the subject it deals with, its specific grade level(s),
dpproximdte pldyinL time, cost, the number of participants needed, and a
description of its procedures and objectives.

Chapter 1V contains a listing of other published games and snmulduom
bibliographies and of journals currently addressing themselves to this area.
It also identifies the names and addresses of publishers and/or distributors

of the educational games and simulations identified in this publication,

In summary, it is intended that this publication service a need in the field

- of economic education. We recognize that the use and avaitability of games

O

and simulations in economic education will continue to change. Consequent-
ly, it is hoped that this publication, particularly the bibliographical conipo-
nent, can be revised every two or three years to meet these changes. Likewise,
we hope that readers will provide us with the names and producers of addi-
tional simulation-games as they become aware of them. Direct this informa-
tion to Games and Simulations Project, Center for Economic Education,
1169 Business Admlmstrduon Building, University of Minnesota, Minne-
apolis, MN 55455,

RIC
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CHAPTER |

Constructing, Selecting and Using
Simulation Games for Teaching
Economics

Chapter 1 consists of five parts—the first two deal with the construction
of simulation games. the third addresses the selection processes which should
be followed in choosing a game for classroom use, while the fourth con-
siders the actual use of simulation games within the classroom setting. The
fifth part provides a complete listing and brief description of references
relating to the construction. selection and use of games and simulations in
economics and the other social sciences. The material contained in Chapter |
should be extremely helpful to elementary and secondary teachers who are
considering constructing their own simulation game or are considering the
use of an existing gam¢é within the context of a social studies curriculum.

The first two parts dealing with the construction of an educational game

- represent the most thorough description of what is involved in producing and

refining such a game. “A Case in Consumer Economics™ is a study which

" analyzed the development of the game Consumer. This analysis. is done

within the framework of both required and desirable criteria for pedagogical
simulation at the intermediate or high school level. Numerous processes and
criteria which constitute the technique of simulation game building are pre-
sented. **A Case in Economics for Elementary Social Studies™ focuses on the
playability problem inherent in the development stages of a simulation game.
The development of the Caribou Hunting Games is used to demonstrate the
systematic planning and design which must go into a pedagogical game which
is implementable at the elementary level. _

Part C is devoted to evaluation and selection criteria appropriate for
choosing a simulation game. Criteria referencing is presented as a method of
est’ablishing the capacity of a.game to provide a sound and interesting learn-
ing experience for students. Six key questions are suggested for analyzing and
ndcnulylng the knowledge base of any pedagogical game.

Part D, “Using Games and Simulations for Classroom Instruction,”
emphasizes the importance of the teacher and his or her influence on student

_ activity during a gaming experience.. Organizing, playing and debriefing

Q
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A COns!ructlng a Simulation Game for Teachlng A Case
in Consumer Economics*

Gerald Zaltman

This paper is essentially concerned with the problems and consider-
ations involved in constructing a simulation game for teaching. Insofar as the
problems and criteria involved in the construction of social simulation games
as teaching iools are similar to those involved in constructing other kinds of
simulations, this paper may also have some relevance for the construction of
simulations with other objectives. In the discussion to follow, examples will
be provided from one particular game, Consumer. This game exists in two
versions—a board (all- -man) game, and a computer-based (man-machine)
game. The board version is the most thoroughly tested and will be the basis
for discussion.

The basic activities in constructing a simulation for pedagogical pur-
poses are: .

Déefining the instructional objectives of the game

Defining the target audience

Defmmg the model and theoretical assumptions of the underlv-
ing social processes to be taught

Operationalizing the model

. Testing the simulation

The entire game building enterprise involves trade-offs. Few procedures can
be considered unchangeable, For example, it may be necessary to take some
poetic license with the model in order to better achieve some instructional
objective. Or, after field testing, it may be found necessary to restrict the
intended audience in order to make the game more playable for some par-
ticular group. However, not all changes involve compromises. The processes

Loal\) —

RO

-of operationalizing and testing a model may highlight inadequacies in the

model or its assumptions and suggest further necessary changes. From an
instructional siandpoint, we decrease the likelihood of teaching the wrong
things. From the standpoint of theory construction, we have further refined
one formulation of the functioning of a social process.

INSTRUCTIONAL OBJECTIVES AND
- INTENDED AUDIENCE

No attempt will be made here to describe or document the extent to
which consumers in all socio-economic groups experience problems in using
credit. Suffice it to say that the problems are widespread and all too fre-
quently cause serions trouble. The major objecuves of Consumer are oriented
toward these problems. . . ,

"*Reprinted with permission of Macmillan Publishing Co., Inc., and the author. from *“*Simula- .

tions for L.earning: A Case in Consumer Economics,” in Michael Inbar and Clarice S. Stoll,
Eds., Simulation and Gaming in Social Science, pp, 125-145. Copyrighi © 1972 by The Free
Press, a division of Macmillan Publishing Co., Inc. Gerald Zaltman is A. Montgomery Ward
Professor of Marketing at Northwestern University. If more reference information is desired,
Q  erefer to the ongmal article. '
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Briefly, the game is structured in such a way as to encourage con-
sumers (0:

1. Weigh the added cost of financing a purchase against the addi-
tional value of possessing the item immediately:;

2. Consider the opportunity costs of the purchase, that is, to deter-
mine whether there is another use of their money that will yieid
greater utility; and

3. Guard against unanticipated events not generally covered by
insurance.

As a result of interactions in the game between consumers and credit
agents, players learn:

1. To compare the interest mles charged by different financial
institutions;

2. To expect credit rating to affect the ability to borrow:

3. To understand fully the implications of contracts before signing:
and

4. To appreciate the mechanics of that sector ot the economic
system concerned with consumer credit.

At the outset 1 decided to develop a game for use among adolesc.ents
with varied learning abilities and different social backgrounds. I later dis-
covered that with some modifications the game could also be used success-
fully among adults of differing backgrounds and capabilities. Thus the audi-
ence for the game became a large and heterogeneous one.

THE MODEL

Like most other social simulation games, Consumer makes a key the-
oretical assumption concerning behavior: It assumes behavior by purposive,
goal-oriented, self-interested individuals. The selection of roles and struc-
turing of relationships among players form the essential components of the
game ‘model. There are two competitive roles in Consumer: three players
take the roles of credit agents (a bank loan officer, a department store credit
manager, and a finance company loan manager), and as many as twelve
players tadke the role of consumers. Ir addition, there are two purely admin-
istrative roles: a salesman and a coordmator (who also functions as a judge
in case of disputes).

A general problem in snmulauon games is that some roles (seldom more
than one or two in any simulation) are necessary for the funcuonmg of the
game but may be boring for the players. Hence, the players in these roles
may lack motivation. This problem of passivity among students has long
been of concern to educators trymg to heighten involvement in the usual
lecturer-audience classroom setting. In simulation games it is usually han-
dled on'an ad hoc basis in each game session. For example, passive roles are
good positions in the first play of a game for students whe lack self-confi-
dence or who are easily discouraged by competition. These roles are good
introduc.tory‘ positions from which to move such players into more challeng-
ing roles. Also, as different levels of complexity are added to a game, former-
ly passive roles may become quite active. An example of this in Consumer is
the role of salesman (to be discussed later).

The behavior of purposive, self-interested actors in a game is determined

~-rtly by the goal specnfymg rules. In Consumer the consumer's goal is to

MC



E

maximize the satisfaction obtained from his purchases: the credit agent's goal
is to maximize returns from the business he conducts. In pursuing these indi-
vidual goals, it becomes evident to consumers that a relationship with the
credit agent may be profitable. and viee versa. Thus, mutually beneficial
exchange relationships develop between players in different roles who are
trying to further their own sell interests. As in real life, some exehange rela-
tionships are better than others, and mechanisms are included to allow eon-
sumers and eredit agents to diseriminate among differentially prolitable
relationships. (Players don't have 10 exereise this judgment, although sooner
or later they usually do.) Perhaps most importantly. players are not required
to enter into any exchange relationships: that they do is the result of motiva-
tions provided by their respective goals. Formal provisions eoneerning the
relationship come into ‘operation only after the deeisien to enter into an
exchange relationship with another player is made,

The structurai model of relationships between eredit agent and con-
sumer is at onee cooperative and competitive. The individual goals of players
in the two roles make cooperative exchange relationships desirable and
mutually profitable. The eonditions of the game serve to establish a “*bar-
gaining range” within the limits of mutually-profitable exehanges. An essen-
tially eompetitive relationship develops in determining where whithin this
range a formal agreement will be coneluded. The competition revolves
around such factors as what collateral the eonsumer should put up and what
speeial provisions should be added to the eontraet to eover various exigeneies.
How hard a bargain the credit agent or eonsumer is able to strike depends
upon such things as his negotiating skill. the availability of alternative rela-
tionships, and an understanding of the utility the other player is plaeing on
the present transaction. For instanee. a credit agent will be in a relatively
good bargaining position with a partieular player if there is a sizeable demand
lor his money among other eonsumers and if he knows that the borrower is.
having a difficult time seeuring funds from other sources. This. of course,
means that those who have more information about the economie state of
alfairs of other players have an advantage over those who do not.

The game turther assumes that 4 consumer pliees ditferential priorities
on items; there are some goods and services that are more desired and eonse-

Table 1
Schedule of Utility Points Assigned
to Purchased items Over Time

Months (Game Rounds}
item Purchased 1-2 3-4 5-6 7-8
Kitchenware 27 25 23 21
Refrigerator 240 200 170 150
Bed 100 75 50 25
Chair 34 30 27 25
Sewing Machine 55 55 55 55
Clothes 40 40 40 40
Rug 45 45 45 45
Vacuum ' 52 ‘60 68 . 76
Vacation 56 60 64 68
Table 22 25 28 31
Washing Machine 135 150 .165 185

O
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quently those purchases are preferred earlier than others. In other words,
our sell-interested, goal-oriented consumer can be expected to have a psy-
chologicul structure or schedule of rewards reflecting his time-ordered
preferences for various items. This is simuijated for all consumers by assign-
ing each item with a different specified schedule of utility or satisfaetion
points. ( See Tuble 1))

Consider first those goods and services which are very important
because their functional need is great; for example, the need for a refrigerator
when none is present in the home or apartment. In this instance there is a cost
involved in going without the needed item. To simulate this dissatisfuction
resulting from deferred gratification, the number of utility points received
for the purchase of such goods decreases as the game proceeds. I a retriger-
ator is purchased (the price being $200) in the first or second month of the
game, the buyer receives 240 utility or satisfaction points. Only 1350 points are
reeeived if the purchase is made during the last two months in the game. This
does not mean that a refrigerator is any less useful in one month than it is in
another, Rather, if it is an important iten, as it is assumed to be in this game,
then there is also an important “cost™ or dissatisfaction incurred by going
without it.

Other goods and services sold in the game increase in utility or satisfac-
tion points as the game proceeds. The satistaction points start at less than the
dollar cost of the item and exceed the dollar cost at the end of the game,
Thus, a week-end vacation which costs $60 yields 36 satisfaction points if
deferred until the end of the game. One reason for such structuring of this
group of items is to teach about opportunity costs. When a consumer fore-
goes one purchase in order to make a less satislying purchase, he suffers an
opportunity cost whicn is the difference in satisfaction between the two items.
Since it is possible to purchase all the items in the game, an opportunity cost
occurs only when buying a particular item means postponing a more rewurd-
ing item until a time period in which the utility or satisfuction points have
dropped. During field testing 1 learned that this wasn't always clear to all
players for whom the game was intended. Therelore, | decided to take some
poetic license with the structuring of utility points and lowered the utitity
points for some items when purchased early in the gamec. in effect, players
are over-penalized for purchasing a less-needed and therefore less-rewarding
item early. This was found to be necessary to facilitate discussion of the
opportunity cost concept among younger players and older slow learners.

Quite apart from consideration in teaching the opportunity cost concept,
a schedule of incressing satislaction points is consistent with the time-
ordered psychological preferences consumers may have for some items.
There are some items for which our needs or desires are cumulative in the
absence of satiation. While the need for a refrigerator may be no less in
December than it was the previous March, the need for a vacation may be
greater in December than in the previous March it there were no vacations
in between. Also. some items become increasingly important over the family
cycle as a result of changed during the family life cycle. As the family size
increases from two to three, ete., so does desirability of owning a washing
machine in lieu of using the laundromat, Consequently, the absolute value of
owning a washing machine may increase over time.

ERIC
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OPERATIONALIZING:
THE GAME SIMULATION TECHNIQUE

A model is operationalized primarily by means of a set of rules. The
formal social structures in a game are derived directly from those rules. The
informal social structures have their origins in the behavioral phenomena
which emerge as by-products of these rules. Generally, the fewer the rules,
the better the game. The physical equipment used in a game is also important
in operationalizing a game. The use of various kinds of rules and equipment
in operationalizing a game will be the concern of this section.

The discussion is organized around a number of pedagogical criteria
which [ have somewhat arbitrarily divided into two categories. The first
category, that of the required criteria, includes the following three features:
(1) the game must be self-sustaining: (2) the game must be self-judging: (3)
the game must contain feedback mechanisms. The second category, that of
the desirable criteria, includes the following characteristics: (1) the game
should be simple enough to make relevant features salient: (2) the game
should contain levels of complexity which can be affixed in a step-wise
fashion: and (3) the game should allow alternative strategies.

) Self-Sustaining

A simulation game is self-sustaining when the ac.tlvlm.s or processes
embodied in the model function primarily as a result of their mutual rela-
tionships with each other. Three operational conditions must be met for the
game to be self-sustaining. First, provisions must exist to overcome prob-
lems created in the process of abstracting a set of processes from a larger
environment and in the process of operationalizing the game itself. Second,
the game should be self-disciplining: that is, the formal and informal game
structures should be able to correct aberrant behavior. Finally, only action
by players should be necessary. After the game starts, participation or inter-
vention by persons external to the game (teachers or administrators) should
not be required. Let us turn now to a consideration of these operational
conditions.

Social activities and the relationships among these activities are part of
a social system. Homans and numerous others have pointed out that a given
social system also exists in an environment of other systems with which it
may have reciprocal causal relationships. Consumer behavior, for example,
influences and is in turn influenced by other social activities. When con-
structing a model one necessarily abstracts a system out of its environment
of other systems with which it has a causal dependence. The problem that
simplification creates is that part of the motivation for action in the game
may be the result of processes in other systems which have been *‘ignored.”
It becomes necessary, then, to compensate for abstraction without unduly
increasing the complexity of the model.

One technique is through the use of environmental response rules. These
rules represent the likely behavior of relevant but missing parts of the envi-
ronment. In Consumer processes in such life areas as health planning and the
job market are not simulated even though happenings in these areas have
important bearings on one's financial needs and the decision to borrow
money. Instead of introducing these processes themselves, I took the proba-
ble consequences of these processes (for instance, being unemployed or

El{[lc ing a medical expense not covered by insurance) and introduced them.into

Aruitoxt provided by Eric:



the game through “‘chance cards.” These cards serve to connect in at least a
minimal way the consequences ol one or more sets of processes in one system,
(the labor market) with the operating model of an on-going set of processes
in another system (the credit sector of the economy). These consequences,
happening on a-probabilistic basis, are inputs important in keeping the simu-
lation dynamic and self-sustaining—they provide part of the impetus for
having to make such financial decisions as are necessary in the game. (It is
also a relatively easy procedure to alter the chance cards to reflect the differ-
ential likelihood of certain events among particular socio-economic groups.)

For a social simulation to be self-sustaining it must also provide mech-
anisms within the game to correct deviant behavior. Such behavior rnay have
two origins. One type of deviant behavior, strategic deviance, has its roots
in the intentional structure of the game. For instance, credit agents in Con-
sumer are encouraged through the structure of the game to test the limits of
their clients’ gullibility and/or carelessness. One result is that the credit
agents can be misleading in their advertising and in the contracts they require
consumers to sign. Such deviance may be a good short-run strategy. Hence
the game must also provide legal proceedings. These are specified by media-
tion rules which concern conilict situations in which neither party to the corn-
flict has the power to resolve it. In Consumer, the coordinator temporarily
becomes the judge and suspends activity in the game. The consumer and
credit agent each have one minute to present their versions ol the dispute
along with whatever evidence they have. The judge. using a set of guidelines
provided in the game, makes a decision which is binding on both players. In
this way deviant behavior is corrected (to the extent that it is contrary to the
legal facts of lile), and it is also prevented from disrupting the game for the
two players.

Potential conflict situations were deliberately included for their instruc-
tional value. Most trouble arises between consumers and credit agents
because the consumers are often careless in reading their contracts and filling

them out. When a credit agent exploits this carelessness and the consumer -

discovers it, the consumer will usually institute legal action. The publicized
outcome—usually against the consumer—often has a very sobering impact
on all consumers. Generally, comparisons of contracts signed after the first
court case with those signed before show a great deal more understanding and
caution among consumers after the court scene. Afterwards, consumers
spend more.time reading the contract. They ask for definitions of terms such
as collateral and repossession, and they make sure they obtain exact copies
of the contract with the credit agent's signature. Thus, the court scene consti-
tutes a very important learning experience for all players; the consequences of
certain behavior (e.g., being too misleading in advertising or too careless in
reading a contract) are demonstraied.

" Notably, the behavior resulting in legal proceedings arises informally as
a result of other formal structuve in the game. The game rules concerning
court action simply provide guidelines after the situation comes about. An
alternative technique woitld have been to increase the number of behavioral
constraint rules: formal rules prescribing the do's and don't’s for the credit
agents when having a consumer sign a contract, so that they could not be mis-
leading within the frantgwork of the game. This procedure would attempt to
teach by having studenis automatically go through or be exposed to the cor-
rect motions. Earlier versions of Consumer gere in fact like this latter type.
Q as found, however, that this approach was a far less effective way of
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conveying information about contracts. Moreover, it made the game more
complicated for credit agents since they had more rules and formal proce-
dures to follow. This structure was both less interesting and less realistic.

The second kind of aberrant behavior, recalcitrant deviance, is more
deeply rooted in a player's extra-game attitudes. It may be intentional, as
when the student simply fools around: or it may be unintentional, as when a
student has a negative reaction to the element of competition. Nothing in the
formal rules of any simulation can require players to cooperate in the conduct
of a game session. In this regard, simulations are very much like other teach-
ing techniques: students cannot be forced to involve themselves in whatever
manner the instructor may want. The fact that social simulation games seem
particularly effective in involving inattentive or hard-to-control students in
normal classroom contexts may be explained in large measure by the effec-
tiveness of peer group pressures toward cooperation. 1fa player fools around
too much, the group activity—the soctal simulation—can’t operate smooth-
ly. It is quite interesting to watch how efficient other players are in securing
the deviant's™ cooperation in a game session, whereas in other classroom
settings the same deviant is often encouraged by his peers to be disruptive.

Needless to say, the game designer should do all he can to augment the
inherent qualities of & social simulation in correcting disruptive behaviar of
this type. One problem 1 faced in Consumer was cheating. For example,
there was a tendency in early versions for some players to take product cards
from others or alter credit information on their own record sheets. Such
deception was corrected by the simple device of having those in non-con-
sumer roles use special color-coded pencils. It then became an easy matter
when a complaint or suspicion arose to compare the items circled in green by
the salesman on a consumer’s record sheet with the product cards displayed
in plastic envelopes. (The two should be identical; if a player has more items
than those circled by the salesman, he has items which don’t belong to him.)
Also, the coordinator can determine whether a monthly installment due the
Finance Company, for instance, has been properly paid by observing whether
an orange check mark has been placed in the appropriate square.. If nothing
has been checked or if another kind of marking has been placed there, then
that installment has not been taken care of properly. The player will not be
allowed to continue into the following month until he has either told the
coordinator he intends to skip that payment (in which case the coordinator
records it for the Finance Company’s knowledge) or until he has settled the
matter with the Finance Company.

There is another form of recalcitrant deviance—this one, however, is
unintentional. Some students try to avoid openly competitive situations or
withdraw from such situations as soon as they begin to fall behind. It is
important, therefore, that structures exist in the game that minimize both
forms of withdrawal. The obvious countervailing structure is a cooperative
relationship. Cooperation provides for mutual reinforcement and puts social
pressure on a player to continue active participation in the game session when
others’ strategies are dependent upon his. Consumer can be readily adapted
to prevent player withdrawal by having multi-member consumer units. |
found this device to be especially effective among junior high school groups
and others who are easily upset by adverse chance cards. Another technique
is to have players proceed through the various months of the game at the
same time rather than have them work at their individual speeds. This can

@ iinimize feeling of *“falling far behind’ induced among slower players by
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those who complete the game quickly.

Yet Consumer may still have problems of withdrawal because there is 4
relative lack of interdependent strategies among players in the same role.
This is not to say that players in the same role do not cooperate. To the con-
trary, they often do. but this informal behavior is the indirect result of
informal relationships between consumers and credit agents. The credit agent
is sometimes seen by consumers as a common challenge or adversary about
whom it is worthwhile to exchange information. Also, aggressiveness on the
part of credit agents may overcome withdrawal or hesitant behavior on the
part of consumers. A consumer sitting down inactively is an easy target for
credit agents to approach. Even if a borrowing transacticn is not consum-
mated. the interaction between the two players is usually sufficient to moti-
vate the consumer to become more active. This is partly because a credit
agent may outline for the consumer what appears to be good competitive
strategy.

Self-Judging

To be self-judging, the scoring system should lie entirely within the
model or structure of the game. Points must be carned or lost solely on the
basis of what happens in the game and not by a teacher’s evaluation of a
player’s performance. Points are not the only means by which success or goal
achievement in a game may be measured, but they are the most frequently
used means.

Furthermore. it should be evident to players that their standings at the
end of a game are a direct result of their actions in the game. Whether it is
“more” or “less™ is partly influenced by the player’s pcru.puon of the role of
chance or luck in the game. It is important in Consumer that students not
perceive the game outcome to be overly influenced by the environmental
response rules, over which they have little control.

There are two types of environmental response rules. One. mentioned
:arlier, is where the likely response of the environment is determined through-
out the game. It assumes or is concerned with one-way causation. For
instance. there is a certain probability that a chance card will be drawn
saying, “Your spouse is unemployed: receive only $30 next month.” This
probability can be adjusted to reflect reality for the particular group playing
the game, but once fixed. it remains constant throughout the session. The
second type of environmental response rule is more coneerned with instances
characterized by reciprocal feedback relationships between the model being
simulated and relevant but missing parts of the environment, There are ro
instances of this type of rule operationalized in Consumer. Being employed
‘or unemployed influences the need to borrow money but borrowing money
doesn’t influence one’s employment.
~ The likelihood of a player attributing his performance in a game to luck
or chance seems smaller with the latter type of environmental response rule,
if only because the player is better able to understand the derivation of the
probabilities contained in those rules. The environmental response rule in this
;use constitutes a particular feedback mechanism. When the first type of
environmental response rule is the sole or dominant type in a game it be-
comes important o place greater emphasis on other feedback mechanisms.
Players should not be allowed the opportunity for excusing their performance
over o series of plays as a result of bad luck. Feedback mechanisms are
‘o tervailing forces to the chance elements by making more salient the fact
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that the consequences in the game are primarily a function of the choice of
actions or strategies, including responses to chance cards.

Feedback :

It is essential that an cducational simulation game be constructed so that
a player is able to evaluate the effectiveness of particular strategies. The
cfficacy of social simulation games lies largely in the fact that they demon-
strate to players the consequences of behavior by having them experience
thosc consequences. Most easily, at the conclusion of a game session one can
have the players receiving the highest and lowest scores describe their strate-
gics and experiences. it is desirable, however, that some mechanisms exist
whereby players are able to evaluate their strategies during the course of the
session. Positive and negative reinforcements in the course of a game session
will guide game behavior toward the more rational behavior patterns that
the simulation is designed to teach. For example, as a player receives feed-
back to the effect that payoffs on a particulur strategy are low, he will begin
to scarch for and test alternative strategies. As a consequence, players will
pay eXtra attention to the rewards and penalties attendant upon the strate-
gies of others and thus learn from other players’ experiences as well as from
their own.

Feedback in Consumer is largely publlc. All products bought by con-
sumers are represented by cards which are placed in a plastic displiay holder
upon purchase. The holders are located together in a central part of the room.
Simple inspection of .the product cards helps a player decide, for example,
whether he is purchasing items in the best sequence. Another form of feed-
back in the game, discussed earlier, is through court action. This procedure
is a way of telling each player whether his behavior in borrowing transactions
is presenting any undue risk.

Finally, the use of record forms provides feedback durmg the course of
a game. Consumers have a simple record sheet, One section, filled in by the
credit agents, contains information about the number of borsowing trans-
actions a consumer makes, the terms of the different transactions, and the
consumer’s repayment history (whether installments have been missed or
whether repossessions have occurred.) This sheet was initially intended to
serve two functions. One was to simplify certain bookkeeping tasks, and the
other was to simulate a credit rating service. A credit ggent could determine
quite quickly whether 4 consumer was a good credit risk or a poor one by
inspecting the information in this section. The responses of the credit agents
to this information provided feedback to the consumers as to how well they
were preserving their borrowing power. In addition, it also developed that
credit agents used this same set of information to keep track of how well
their competitors were doing since these sources of credit were also recorded.
Credit agents were thus provided with feedback mechanisms about their
relative standing and about their differential inclinations to assume risk.

Levels of Complexity and Simplicity
Different levels of complexity of games enable the instructor to start a
session at the level providing the optimal challenge for his class. Additional
levels may then be added in & step-wise Tashion so that the student is gradu-
ally introduced into an increasingly complex learning situation. Also, game
susnons at different levels of complexity may be conducted at the same time
Emcwrc participants of widely differing abilities are in the same class. What is
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important is that the different levels of a game be compatible with one
another.-The different levels ought not to make different theoretical assump-
tions about behavior: they should all be consistent with the goal-specifying
behavior included in the most elementary level but should accomplish rela-
tively independent teaching objectives.

There are three levels of complexity in Consumer. The first level, which
concerns the credit use behavior of consumers, was described at the begin-
ning of this paper and has provided all illustradtions used. The second level
concerns product differentiation. In this version there are no credit agents.
In their place are three salesmen, each of whom represeats a different firm or
brand line. The items they sell differ in quality and potential for breaking
down, wearing out, etc. As a consequence, satisfaction from their purchase
may vary {rom brand to brand. The salesmen compete in trying to make the
most sales. Consumers have buying guide literature available if they want to
use it. The information contained in this literature is usually but not always
accurate, so that effort to obtain additional information prior to buying will
usually but not always pay off. In the third version there are both credit
agents and salesmen. Pressures on consumers to borrow and buy are greater
because the consumer has two sources of influence directed toward him
instead of just one as in the other two versions. Moremer the salesmen,
whose goal is to make more sales, and the credit agents, whose goal is to
make more safe credit transactions, will cocrdinate their behavior to increase
the efficiency of their influence process.

There muy also be a nesting of steps within different levels. The credit-
agent-only version may be simplified by omitting any of the following ele-
ments: contracts, one or two of the credit agents, and chance cards which
apply to time periods other than the one in which they are drawn. Or a game
may begin with just two credit agents, which reduces the number of alterna-
tives a consumer has to consider. In a second play all three credit agents
would participate and would require the signing of contracts. The addition or
deletion of various elements in the game results in a change of emphasis on
the different instructional objectives. Therefore, in deciding which level to
use or which steps within a level to omit, the instructor must also consider
the impact the changes will have on what the game teaches,

Alternative Strategies

It is desirable to incorporate more than one possible course of action for

" each player in a social simulation game. This is generally realistic in that
there are usually alternative strategies or sets of goal-oriented behaviors
which may be followed in most social situations. The social phenomena being
simulated determine the number and kind of strategies available to be incor-
porated in a game. Then operational and pedagogical considerations deter-
mine the strategies actually incorporated in the simulation. From an instruc-
tional standpoint, it is important to structure the simulation so as to afford
players the opportunity to follow wrong strategies. Making errors is a highly
effective way of learning. As Schild notes in an interesting discussion on the
shaping of strategics, “The core of a game is to establish certain conse-
quences (wmmng or losing) as contingent upon certain behavior (the play of
the participant).”

What has become increasingly clear in education is that snmply exposing
students to correct solutions or decisions does not guarantee that those deci-
& s or actions will be followed in a real-life context containing wrong

ERIC

{

4]



decision possibilities. The player who has been exposed to a “‘wrong™ strategy
(and its consequences) will be better able to rule out that strategy when con-
fronted with it later as a possible course of action. He still may not choose the
best strategy, but he will at least be able to eliminate some poor strategies.
It should be obvious that unless the simulation contains appropriate feedback
mechanisms, the utility of having competmg and differentially rewarding
strategies wilf be largely lost.

A number of alternatives may be Iollowed in Consumer, most of which
are not very rewarding in terms of winning the game. First of all, a player is
not under any circumstances required to borrow money. When faced with the
need for funds to settle a negative chance card, he has the option of auction-
ing off some of his possessions to obtain the needed cash, even though this
may not be wise. His monthly income is just sufficient over the period of the
game to allow him to buy all items, particularly if he draws a “'sale™ chance
card. In fact, there is no requirement that he buy any products. When bor-
rowing money he is not reguired to shop around for the best rates or to eval-
uate the implications of borrowing on a six-month rather than a twelve-
month basis. Not is there any required buying sequence for those items he
does purchase. However, because of the way the utility points and credit rates
are structured, there is really one best course of action. The majority of ado-
lescents and adults who play this game do not have insight into the best
strategy at the outset and, for some, not even after.one complete game ses-
ston. Rather, their behaviors typically are governed by such extra-game pre-
dispositions as their attitudes toward the various financial institutions
represented, their inclinations to defer gratification, or even how well they
know each other, Occasionally a player will drop a wise buying strategy in
order to imitate or foliow the behavior of another player who he thinks may
be wiser but who, in fact, is following an unwise buying policy.

In addition to those extra-game predispositions, there are other reasons
why participants do not necessarily discern the best strategy in the game
right off. Being unfamiliar with the social context of the simulation, a player
may not realize that there is more than one possible course of action. There-
fore, he may not look for alternatives, but simply choose the most salient
solution. A consumer may not know that interest rates vary among credit
agents and may therefore simply borrow from the most aggressive agent.
When different courses of action are expected, they will not necessarily be
equally obvious to all participants. Furthermore, even when different strate-
gies are discernible as alternatives, it may be difficult for players to deter-
mine their probable consequences on an a priori basis. There is something to
be said for making game strategies more obvious than they are in real life and
for exaggerating somewhat their payoff differences.

An alternate approach is to allow for or facilitate the functioning of
interpersonal processes whereby players exert pressures on each other to fol-
low wrong strategies. (An example has already been mentioned with regard
to imitative behavior in buying products.) Such pressures may be deliber-
ately built into the game. The goals for players in different but interacting
roles may motivate such behavior. For instance, the credit agent is motivated
by his goal (to conclude as many transactions as he can) to induce consumers
to borrow as frequently as possible and with as little thought as possible.
Toward this end, credit agents in the game will sometimes suggest to their
potential clients buying and borrowing strategies which work only to the

@ edit agents’ advantage. The absence of behavioral constraint rules which
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might curb this behavior is intentional. Our earlier example of the lack of
prescribed do's and don't’s with regard to the negotiating of contracts also
bears upon this point.

TESTING THE GAME

Earlier discussion focused on the importance of feedback mechanisms
in a game in order for participants to learn effectively from their experiences.
Developing a social simulation is also an important learning experience for
the designer, and the major feedback mechanism in this learning experience
is the field testing of the game. The nature of the information provided the
designer at this stage ranges from the theoretical soundness of the social
model being used to the feasibility of various pieces of physical equipment,
Since the main concern here is with the construction of educational rather
than theoretical tools. we shall have to leave aside the very important prob-
lems involved in testing the basic theoretical model of the game and of using
simuluation games to develop social theory.

Consumer was tested among approximately twenty-five hundred per-
sons prior to its first-edition printing. A number of factors influence the
degree to which testing is undertaken. Generally. there is a positive relation-
ship between the amount of testing required and the following factors:

1. The number of different roles in a game
2. The heterogeneity of the intended audience
3. The number of specific learning objectives
4. The complexity of the game model and role behaviors
5. The number of informal behaviors desired .
The remainder of this paper will discuss some of these factors.

Variety of Roles

The number of different roles and number of players in identical roles
may influence the number of game sessions required. Given the optimal
number of players in a game session, the larger the number of different roles,
the fewer the number of testing experiences obtained for each role per ses-
sion. In Consumer the suggested number of consumers is twelve and one
player for each of the other positions (bank. department store, finance com-
pany, salesman. and coordinator). Thus. in one game session. information is
obtained about one role (consumer) from twelve different players while there
are the experiences of only one player as source of feedback on the problems
related to each of the other roles. As a result, more frequent testing was
‘necessary to accumulate the necessary experiences with these roles. The role .
of consumer became operational more quickly than did some of the other
roles. This'is not to say that changes related to the consumer role were not
made after it was first considered operational. Because consumers interact
with players in all other roles, changes in rules and equipment related to
these other positions often required some adjustment in consumer rules and
record sheets. The effect of these changes on consumers had to be assessed
continuously.

The Audience
The testing and operationalizing of the role structure cannot be done
without regard to the particular kinds of players who will be assuming these
@ les. Players who differ in age, level of education, learning abilities, and
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other socio-economic dimensions bring different predispositions to the game.
Social simulation games are unlike conventional role-playing techniques in
which the actor is supposed to empathize with the social and psychological
set normally associated with a particular role. Simnlation games present a
strueture of that particular role within which the player may act out behav-
iors associated with that role without having to adopt the emotional qualities
of that role. Because players are bringing in their own social and psychologi-
cal traits and are not asked to drop them for a different collection of traits,
special attention must be given to the task of structuring the simulation and
its constituent roles so that it is relevant and workable for a heterogeneous
audience. This requires that the structure of the various roles and the game in
general be meaningful to a variety of persons.

An example will illustrate the problem of a heterogeneous audience.
With regard to the adaptation of equipment, the use of dice as a means of
introducing environmental responses into the game posed no problem among
students from middle and upper class families. However, in testing the game
among adolescents from economically depressed inner-city areas this aspect
of the game was found particularly disruptive, expecially among female
players. It became evident.that this was due to the use of dice which had an
unacceptable gambling connotation among these players. The problem was
overcome by substituting chance cards for dice.

Instructional Objectives

The most important consideration in the testing process and the one to
which all other aspects of the game being evaluated should be subordinated
is simply this: Is the game teaching what it is intended to teach? How much a
player learns from a game is probably a function of several things:

1. The visibility of alternative strategies
2. The salience of the consequences of pursuing good and bad
strategies
3. The importance the participant places on the consequences of
his strategies
4. The extent to which a participant- perceives himself as able to
control the outcome of the game
5. The level of participant involvement
. The decision as to which of these (or the many other considerations
which could have been listed) should be manipulated to increase the instruc-
tional efficiency of the game must be based on feedback that the designer
receives from the test sessions.

There are at least three basic sources of information available tc the
designer concerning the instructional effectiveness of the simulation. The first
is the response provided by students. In the early stages of testing Consumer
this came entirely from post-game discussions. Prior to each session players
were told about the general teaching objectives of the simulations. In addi-

* tion, they were told that their comments would be very helpful, and they were
asked to make note of any changes they felt would help improve the game. At
the conclusion of the game the different strategies and experiences of the
players were discussed along with their suggestions. These discussions of
strategies and game experiences provided good indications as to whether the
game was functioning as intended. It would be difficult to over-estimate the
value of the suggestions received from players in this way.

@  Using the same students for different testing sessions is recommended
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in the zarly testing stages: first. there are fewer start-up costs in introducing
and explaining the game. Also, the helpfulness of the participants’ advice
increases. Furthermore. the designer is able to know the players better and
to this extent gain some additional insight into less obvious obstacles in the
game. The case of the dice is an example of this latter point.

As the game becomes more refined on the basis of the post-game dis-
cussion, it becomes useful to administer a written questionnaire among per-
sons playing the game for the first or second time. A word of caution is in
order here: There is evidence that not all learning in a game, and perhaps not
even the most important learning. can be adequately gauged through the use
of a written questionnaire. _

Another source of information is not solicited from players directly. It

is generated during the course of a game session and is generally recorded by
participants on their various playing forms. From these forms one can deter-
mine not only which activities were undertaken but also their sequence and
frequency. In the Consumer game, without asking consumers, it is possible
to determine, among other things, whether they purchased items in the most
appropriate time period (or whether they were more likely to do so as the
ganme progressed) and whom they borrowed from.
- One can also simply cavesdrop on conversations between players. This
practice may provide information on procedural clements of the game not
readily understood, and it may provide insight into whether the nature of the
exchange relationships between players is conducive to learning (e.g., are con-
sumers asking about interest rates and contract terminology?). The use of
tape recorders would seem to be an effective way of collecting this informa-
tion in lieu of or in addition to the designer’s or game administrator’s listen-
ing in. Although this device was not used in the testing of Consumer, it
appears in retrospect that the testing phase would have moved faster had this
been done.

The third source of information is provided by game administrators.
The originator of a device can usually guarantee its success so long as he
directs its use. It may be quite another story when someone 1o whorm the
device is new must take charge of its administration. Unless persons who are
unfamiliar with. a simulation game are able to understand it and administer .
it without difficulty, the game will realize littlc of potential value for lack of
use. It is important, then, that feedback be received {rom the teacher or
administrator about his experiences with the simulation. After the designer
has gdthered sufficient information from the first two sources and made the
necessary adjustment, his efforts should be devoted toward hdvmg persons
unfdmlhdr with the game use and evaluate it.

CONCLUSION

It has been said that art is reality seen through a temperament. In
many ways this is also descriptive of simulation games. The developer starts
with the raw material of an idea and out of it creates a social situation con-
sistent with his world view. Unfortunately. little attention has been devoted
in the past to the multifaceted technical aspects of building social simulation
games. It was the intention of this paper to specify the various processes and
criteria which constitute the technique of simulation game building. Hope-
fully, because of an increa.sd awareness of these techniques, more people
mll become involved in the building ofthe.w new educational tools.
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B. Constructing a Simulation Game for Teaching: A Case
in Economics for Elementary Social Studies*

Jerry L. Fletcher
Donald A. Koeller
David S. Martin

This chapter reveals the partly anecdotal and partly analytical history
of the development of two specific educational games for the fifth grade.
The story, however, should be relevant to anyone who plans to design class-
room games and should help the reader avoid some of the traps into which
we occasionally fell.

The hypolhesued mechanism by which a player ledrns from a simula-
tion game is weli characterized as follows:

Each simulation is built around a theoretical model. The model makes it
possible for the simulation participants to encounter *reality”; they make
decisions which are *fed into™ the model, and the mode! produces "*feed-
back™ for the-participants, outlining the consequences of their decisions.
In each of several time periods, there are similar cycles of pldnnlng,
deciding . . . putting the decisions into the model . . . receiving feedbdck
from the model ... and beginning a new cycle with planning. etc.

Thus a simulation game is a context in which a student can translate his
own ideas or his verbal learning into overt actions and find out the conse-
quences. The player makes decisions which get fed into the simulation: the
simulation produces feedback as to the consequences of this decision. Over
several cycles, by making use of the feedback and trying again, the partici-
pants gradually learn the most effective actions.

The Caribou Hunting Games are, in design, very close to the require-
mente of this theoretical- model. In these games, the players, in the role of
Netsilik Eskimo hunters, attempt to maximize the number of caribou they
catch, by manipulating the variables under their centrol. Regardless of the
amount of knowledge they have, few adults and no fifth graders (judging
from pilot tests of the game) recognize and carry out the maximizing strategy
on the first attempt. Rather, they must play the game by soine strategy and
see what the eutcems is. With the insight from this experience they then must
adjust the strategy {or choose one) and see how many-more caribou they
catch. By constantly utilizing the feedback from each completed game, a
player can gradually master the strategy the Netsilik use in catching caribou.

The Caribou Hunting Games are somewhat unusual in that they are
designed to be both true to the above theoretical model and an integral part

of a larger curriculum unit. The games were designed to achieve certain

*Reprinted with permission of Macmillan Publishing Co.. Inc.. and the authors, from “The
Caribou Hunting Games.™ in Michael Inbar and Clarice S. Stoll. Eds.. Simulation and Gaming
in Social Science, pp. 159-172, Copyright ® 1972 by The Free Press, a division of Macmillan
Publishing Co., Inc. Jerry L. Fleicher is Coordinator of Research and Evaluation, Rural
Education Program, Northwest Regional Educational Laboratory a1 Beverly Hills, California.

"more reference information is desired. please refer 10 the original article.
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'specific objectives of the overall curriculum package. A description of the
curriculum will clarify this relationship.

Education Development Center’s elementary social studies curriculum,
entiiled **Man. a Course of Study,™ is designed to provoke children to inves-
tigate the question, **What is human about human beings?™ The first section
of the curriculum is entitled **Perspectives on Man and Animals™ and
approaches the general objective of identifying what makes men human by
considering behavioral and morphological differences and similarities
between man and certain other animals: the salmon, herring gull, and
baboon.

In the second section the children are conlronted with a classic case of
the interaction of man and animals through a detailed study of the traditional
Netsilik Eskimo culture of the Pelly Bay region in the Northwest Territory
of Canada. The section is centered on life in the hunting camps of the people:
the “inland camp’ of the summer and fall when fish and caribou are hunted:
and the “'sea ice camps’ of the winter and spring when seal are hunted. Each
unit concentrates on the interaction of such diverse factors as technology.
world-view, social organization, and physical environment in the effort of the
people to hunt the animals successfutly. The Netsitik are completely depend-
ent on these animals for their food, clothing, tools, heat and shelter.

In terms of the differences between man and other animals the task of
catching caribou can be conceptualized as follows: the caribou has a number
of physical advantages over man, such as greater speed on land and a much
keener sense of smell. On the other hand, man has a number of advantages
over caribou: he can see much more clearly; he can plan and make changes in
his behavior; he can make and use tools: and, by division of labor, he can
cooperate with other men to accomplish goals which-one man alone could
not achieve. Since every family of four needs at least thirty-five caribou skins
every year in order to survive, the Netsilik Eskimo man must use whatever
attributes he has to overcome his physical limitations and catch the needed
caribou. It is because the Netsilik interaction with the caribou is such a pure
illustration of the differences between man and other animals that it was
chosen as one focus for the second section of the course.

The Eskimo kills caribou in two ways: by using the bow and arrow, a
tool which can kill at a*distance and thus overcome the speed and nullify the
sensory advantages of the caribou; and by driving the herd into a narrow
**crossing place™ in a lake, where hunters in kayaks can overtake the swim-
ming herd and spear the caribou. In the latter case three important tools are
used: the kayak, the spear. and the ““inuksiiuk.”” An inukshuk is a pile of
stones (a cairn) which to a'caribou probably looks like a man. These, proper-
ly placed, frighten the caribou (much as scarecrows fnghten birds) and help
drive them into the water.

" . Bow and arrow hunting is simpler in conception but does not yield mdny
caribou. Even if the hunters do manage, without frightening the herd, to get
close enough to shoot one, the herd will flee as soon as one is killed. It is rare
that a bow- and-arrow hunter has a chance to catch more than one in any
herd. Although dnvmg the herd into a lake (crossing-place hunting) is a more

. effective procedure, it requires considerably more planning and coopera-
tion. Some hunters have to be concealed along with their kayaks near a cross-
ing place, while others (*chasers™ or “beaters™) have to build inukshuks in
strategic positions and then position themselves in just the right location so

o 'hat by shouting and running toward the herd at the proper moment, they can
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drive it into the lake at the point where the hunters are waiting. There are two
games in this section of the curriculum, one to simulate each of the kinds
ol hunting.

[n the lessons lcadms_ up to the games the children study the attributes
of men and caribou, 5tud_v the tools available to man, and read an ethno-
graphic aecount of the strategy of hunting with the bow and arrow. Then
they play the Bow and Arrow Hunting Game. When they have finished play-
ing several rounds of the game and have discussed the results, they see vivid
films of an actual crossing-place hunt filmed in Pelly Bay. They draw pic-
tures of this hunt. read about it. and even see a diagram of the strategy used
in the film. At the end of these activities the children play the Crossing-Place

- Hunting Game.

Because the children are forced in the game to use ideas that they have
already learned in a new and interrelated way, the designers coined the
phmsc “an integrative experience’ to describe the role of the game experi-
ence in the curriculum unit. That is, the games should not add new knowledge
so much as help solidify what is already “learned.”

Originally there were four major objectives for the 3+ of the Caribou
Hunting Games in the curriculum:

1. To aid the student in distinguishing between the instinctual
behavior of animals and the planning and decision-making
processes of man.

To demonstrate how cultural adaptation had enhanced man's

ability to survive and how this differs from morphological

adaptation.

3. To illustrate the nature of Netsilik social organization. To show
that cooperation is based on the need for survival rather than any
high moral value attached to cooperation per se.

4. To familiarize students with the use of a symbol system of their
own design and give them practice in manipulating it to com-
municate with other members of the class.

3%

THE ORIGINAL VERSION

In this original form the games were playcd on a huge acetate-covered
map, measuring nearly six feet by eight feet. This map was literally a repro-
duction to scale of the geographic details of an actual four-mile-square area
of the Pelly Bay region of Canada. There were nine separate player roles in
the game, and nine children were placed at various points around the huge
map. Each child was given an Eskimo name and name-tag, and a one-para-
graph description of his role in the hunting group, including his relationship
to the other individuals played by the other students.

There were tokens representing each of the players and the caribou herd.
The herd was moved by turning over cards in a deck, each of which had a
prescribed move written on it (a certain number of squares marked on the
board). By shuffling the cards the herd’s exact path could be changed from
game to game, although the deck was *'stacked” to insure a general southerly
movement to simulate the Fall migration. Players could move two spaces on
one move arid one on the next, simulating the ability to both run and walk;
players-had to choose the correct tool to use to kill the caribou; wind direc-
tion could change during the game according to a mounted spinning arrow,
i"A once the Eskimo player tokens were separated by more than a few

EMC
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spaces, the players around the game board were not permitted to talk to each
other, to simuiate the inability to communicate at a distance. Instead, they
were supposed to communicate by hand signals,

The early attempts to play this version of the game with [ifth-graders
were utter Tailures. (It had been designed by a commercial company with
seemingly little experience in designing classroom devices.) The children
could not pronounce. their Eskimo names. Several of them could not read
their profile cards, much less understand what they were supposed to do if
they were told that they had a certain relationship ‘(nephew, wife, father) to
some other player in the ¢ game. The map was so large that there was no place
10 put it in a classroom: if placed atop seven desks, it still hung over the sides.
{t was so wide that many of the children could nos reach the plastic tokens
which represented their place on the map. In teving to reach the tokens,
children often bunched up the map with their bodies, scattering the plastic
tokens. The tokens all looked alike and many players forgot which were
theirs. The tokens were too big to fit more than one on a square, and there
was no rule governing what was supposed to happen if two players were on
the same square. There were little lakes all over the map. and the important
one at the bottom, where the caribou were supposed to be directed, became
lost in the process. No one could keep track of which turn he could run (i.c..
move two spaces) and which he could only walk. Certainly the teacher could
not keep track ol all nine of the players. The limitations on conversations
across the gameboard effectively dampened motivation and strategy planning
of any sort. However. when this restriction was removed. there still were too
many children separated by too much distance for any group planning. At
best, two or three children who were clustered ut one end discussed strategies
—who ought to do what—but usually in such a way that other children could
not hear them. Many lmpormnl rutes did not exist: the hunter who caught the
most caribou was the “winner,” but the rules provided no way to catch more
lhdn one. It was nol Llcdl’ w hclh;._l_‘_ players c.ould \mll\ across the smdll ldkLS
for an entire LI‘ISS. lhc rcm‘umm. u;_.hlu.n stucents \\cre xuppmcd to sit
quietly and watch the other nine play the game. Needless Lo say. they did not.

This early disaster drove us back to our learning objectives for the game,
as. more than likely. many of the practical prc!lems were the result of
altempting to achieve conflicting ObJLLll\L\ While the objectives were not
well-stated. several things became obvious in comparing the outcome of the
field triuls with the objectives,

Using hand signals across u few fect inside a clussroom was too artificial.
Not only d|d the students not develop a symbol system to communicate
across the board, but the attempt to achieve this objective severely inhibited
strategy discussion and planning. Attempting to simulate too much of the
actual situation had caused the mechanism of the game to break down.

Knowledge of the social organization of the Netsilik could be achieved
in the game onlv by memorizing “the infarmation on the role description cards
which the students were supposed to read. Yet this knowledge was not related
to anything in the game. There was no way in which a player was supposced to
play dlllcrcnll\ hecause somebody else was his Father or brother, and there
was no pay-offin the game which would induce u player to learn the material.

Although the dcmonslmlmn of cultural and morphological adaptation
was a stated objective. it was not a part of the game. The behavior of both

@ e men and the caribou was bound by the rules of the game. Changes in such
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behavior ‘to simulate adaptation would involve changes in the basic rules of
the game, and no'such changes were permissible. A player could not try out
various kinds of cultural or morphological adaptation and receive feedback
from the system as to which was best.

The only objective which was even potentially in the game was the dil-
ference between instinetual behavior ol animals and planning and decision-
making by man: while the herd tollowed a predetermined program, the men
could decide to change their direction at any time. But even in this dimension
there was so littde planning among the children and so many obstacles 1o such
behavior that it could hardly huve been expected that the game would teach
this dilterence. '

REVISION AND REVISION

~ Alter these carly trials. the contraet with the commercial gume designing
compauny wus terminated, and the notion of using games in the curriculum
was nearly dropped. However, the decision was made 1o redesign the games
completely and try again. Eskimo names. prolile cards, und the explicit play-
ing of roles were climinuted. The map was redueed o the size of o desk top
and mounted so it would not wrinkle. All the fukes exeept the one at the bot-
tom were eliminated. Tokens were redesigned to took like inukshuks, beaters,
and caribou. Movement was stundurdized: men moved one space per turn on
land and two in kayvaks: caribou moved two on kund and one in water; a
Irightened herd fled three spaces. Euch board had only three players: two
were supposed to plan and discuss together as hunters; the third moved the
herd. The herd was moved by 4 twelve-sided dic marked with various com-
puss directions, but men could move in any direction they wished. Wind
dircction was kept constant. Strutegy considerations were now the only
dimensions of the gumes: for Bow und Arrow Hunting, the proper starting
places and the coordination of hunter movement; for Crossing-Place Hunt-
ing, the proper placement of inukshuks and beaters to drive the caribou into
the water and the selection of the crossing place at which to put the kayaks
and hunters. In Crossing-Place Hunting provision was made lor determining
how many curibou were Killed by numbering the dots in the crossing place.
The more towurd the middle of the crossing place the kayaks intercepted the
herd. the larger the number of curibou that were killed.” A rule was added
which prevented the herd from entering the water at any place except a
crossing place. If the die directed the herd into the water at some other place.,
the herd was 1o move along the edge of the lake until it either came 1o a
crossing pluce or wus directed by the die 10 move away from the water.
Puinted caribou tracks indicated the direction of the herd movement along
the luke shore.

The physical apparatus for the lirst revision ol the gumes was a peg
bourd painted in various colors. The men and the caribou were represented
by different colored pegs. and an inukshuk was made by piling three pegs on
top of one another. This version was pilot-tested and at least was more play-
able, but there were still difficulties. Pegs were often moved inaceurately.
Once o peg was moved it was hard 1o remember exaetly where it had been, in
case corrections were needed. The sense of smell of the caribou remained a
part of the game, largely to justify the existence of wind direction as a factor,
but with the pegs it wus difficult 1o determine when the caribou were fright-

El{l‘Cd by smell. Also, the lake shore was parallel 1o the bottom of the board.
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The herd migrated in a southwesterly direction: the beaters had the task of
diverting the herd to the south to get it into a crossing place. This confused
the children, who had learned that the herd migrated south. In addition, a
cost-analysis determined that a peg board was much too expensive for large
scale production and sale.

So the games were redesigned again. This time the board had a thick
cardboard backing with a styrofoam interior that would hold pins. Beaters
and hunters were signified by pins with a red flag on top: caribou by pins
with a yellow flag. In one variation there was even a printed figure on each
flag to show what the token represented. Inukshuks were made of three beads
through which a pin could be stuck, and inukshuks could be built at the rate
of one bead per turn. The lake was redrawn and placed diagonally across the
southeast corner of the board. Now the herd migrated directly south, though
still governed by the twelve-sided die. Footprints again directed the herd’s
movement along the lake shore.

At about this point ii became apparent that the games we were develop-
ing had a very rapid cycle, so that one team could play the games a number
of times in one or two class periods. The notion of recording the moves in one
play of a game so they could be used for planning for a subsequent play and
for later discussion began to seem vitally important. Then students could
make deliberate use of the feedback from one play of a game to do better in
the next. Consequently, in the pin-board version four students were placed at
a board. One was the record keeper, recording on a smaller map-like version
of the gameboard exactly where each person and the herd moved. This fea-
ture necessitated a coordinate system (letters on the horizontal, numbers
on the vertical) which was added to the edge of the gameboard and the record
sheet.

An eight-classroom test of the pinboard version of the game uncovered
serious problems. The little plastic balls which were to be skewered by a pin
to make.an inukshuk kept getting loose, falling on the tloor, and rolling
everywhere, The board material was difficult to penetrate with a pin. The,
colored flags fell off thz pins. Some children delighted in jabbing each other
with the pins! A plastic overlay scent indicator, to indicate when a herd was
frightened by human scent, had been developed because children had con-
tinually misunderstood this rule, but it could not be used with pins sticking
out of the board. The role of record keeper was boring as well as extremely
difficult, since the children could not accurately transfer the location of
Eskimo and caribou moves to the small record sheet.

The next version used a gameboard made of a pad of throw-away paper
sheets on which children marked their moves with felt-tip pens, using differ-
ent colors to distinguish the hunters or beaters from the caribou and a symbol
to represent an inukshuk. Since this method provided an automatic record of
actions during a game, the fourth player at a gameboard could be eliminated.
The twelve-sided die had proved too expenswe to produce, and it was replaced
with two six-sided dice.

Still, pilot tests uncovered more problems. The relative rate of move-
ment between man and caribou had to be adjusted. The proper starting point
for the herd had to be determined. The best distance for the herd to **flee”
was changed. A rule was adopted to permit players to place their inukshuks
before the game began, rather than having to build them during the game in
order to simulate more closely advance planning, Finally the game was ready.
Q Inthe Spring of 1968 the games were tested in over twenty classes, with
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systematic observation, interviewing, and pre- and post-tests. It was con-
cluded that the game activities were both workable und educationally valua-
ble. There wus cleur evidence that the students learned a great deal from
playing the games and that what they learned fit the objectives lor the course.

Some problems remained. The rules on the direction of flight of u
frightened herd turned out to be too complicated. The analysis of the used
game sheets identified numerous cases ol studenis piis-using the rules. Since
both gumes were played on the same gamesheet, children often asked about
those portions of the game map that pertained onty to the Crossing-Place
gume while they were being introduced to the Bow und Arrow version. The
use of a film strip to present the rules made it difficult to introduce the ganies
to & smad group within the classroom. The film strip also made it difficult to
go back over the basic rules if students were unsurs. and the mimeographed
rule sheets stating the rules verbatly were of tittle or no help to fifth graders.
There was also some concern about the expense involved if the teacher was
liberal in the number of game maps used. Still. the games had functioned
quite effectively in their existing condition and there was disagreement on the
need for and the wisdom of further revision.

The impetus for yet another revision came from some very disappointing
experiences in an inner-city school. The games were unplayable, apparently
because of the complex nature of some of the rules und because of the jong
time involved in the initial “'rule session.™ It seemed that for the games $o be
usable everywhere, they should be even simpler for their first playing, with
complications to be introduced through instructions to the teacher if the stu-
dents had no trouble with the initial version.

A new version was then planned that would use inexpensive 8% X {1
ditto maps, one style for cach game, simplify the more complex rules. and
introduce a separate rule booklet for each student with a diagram illustrating
cach rule. Euch of these changes was pilot-tested in both suburban and city
schools.

The use of separate maps for cach version of the game eliminated all of
the problems previously encountered when children would ask about those
portions eof the map that pertained only to the Crossing-Place game when
they were learning Bow and Arrow, making it much ecasier to introduce the
first game and then to follow the logical sequence of the whole unit, The
smuller mups were casy to handle: shortened the game time, and created no
special problems (although they were less attractive, due to their small size
and inexpensive design). But the cost had been reduced; teachers would not
hesitate to let the children play as long as more maps could be run off on the
ditto.

The use of a smaller map suggested the first simplification in the rules.
The rule that determined when contact was made with the herd, both for
frightening or for killing, was changed from being on the dot *‘adjacent™ to
the herd to being on the sume dot. This eliminated the need for clarifying the
meaning of the word **adjacent” and reduced the number of possible contact
situations from over forty to thirteen. It was then possible to group these and
iltustrate the direction of flight for cach possible condition of contact, Fur-
thermore, the new rule limited the directions of flight to either east or west
(not all cight compass points as before). This was much simpler and also
reduced the chance that the herd would retrace its path on the next move, The
ane of the rule regarding wind direction and the ability of the caribou to smell

EMC hunter was dropped from the basic game entirely and added to a brief list
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of suggested optional variations.

The rules were placed on two 8% X 11" manila cards, one for each
game. They were grouped both according to the logical sequence of play and
in columns appropriate to each of the players. The text was kept at an abso-
fute minimum, and each group of rules had an example drawn out on a small
section of the game map. The students’ attentiveness to the initial presenta-
tion was not as complete as it had been with the film strip, probably in part
due to the fact that each child could be involved with any of the rules at any
time, rather than just the one being presented on the sereen. But if a teacher
quickly covered the basic rules. relying on the reference value of the rule
sheet, the gime could get underway in half the time previously required.
Student use of the new rule sheet during the game play has been high: and the
new form provides the opportunity for teachers to deal with the more compli-
cated rules in small groups as the problems are encountered, rather than
having to deal with all contingencies at the outset. :

The final version involves two pads of highly styiized printed paper -
sheets, three crayons of two different colors (one color Ior caribou, one for
hunters). and a pair of dice. Each game is played by three children. In Bow
and Arrow Hunting two play the hunters while the third rolls the dice, moves
the herd. and acts as referee. In Crossing-Place Hunt:ng two children play the
two beaters while the herd is on land, then switch iind play hunters in kayaks
after the herd enters the water. Again. the third child moves the herd and
referees. After cach cycle of each game the children rotate roles. The games
are played on similar, but not identical game sheets, and many of the rules
are the same for-each. The more complex Crossing-Place game simply
involves the addition of rules to hundle kayaks, inukshuks, and herd behavior
in or near the water.

The game is designed so that there is one best strategy, which is directly
analogous to the one the Netsilik use, and the payoffs in the game are
roughly proportional to the quality of the strategy the players use. In an
effort to teach or integrate knowledge of the “pattern™ of the Netsilik inter-
action with their environment, it was assumed that the most effective ap-
proach was to demonstrate that, given the contingencies of their environ-
ment, the pattern the Netsilik use works best. In spite of the fact that the
children have seen that strategy on paper and film before ever playing the
games, it is interesting that almost all children have to “rediscover™ that
strategy after some trial and error within the operduondl framework of the
garme situation; :

ADMINISTRATIVE PROBLEMS

The problem of trainintg teachers to use the Caribou Games was multi-
dimensional. For many teachers the Caribou Games were the first exposure
to any classroom game. The initial reaction was anxiety—anxiety at having
to help children use a piece of material which had rather complex procedures.
We found this was best relieved by involving the teachers in playing the
games. Once they had mastered the games at the adult level and discussed the
issues raised by the games on that level, their anxiety subsided.

A second dimension of the teacher-training problem was the teacher’s
feeling that somehow the unified authority of the classroom would ro longer
bt. in his hands. This feeling seemed rooted in the unusual noise level of chil-

EMCI participating actively in the games, often for an hour at a time and the
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fact that children were working in small groups in interaction with each other
rather than interacting with and through the teacher. This problem was best
overcome when teachers saw the enthusiasm and involvement of chiidren
playing the games in a classroom. Virtually all liked what they saw.

A third problem was procedural. For the first time in many classrooms
the teacher had to consider moving classroom furniture somewhat radically.
He had to consider optimum combinations ol pupils—should childrén be
grouped by sex, by emotional stability, by intelligence, by achievement in
reading, by friendships, at random, by their own choice, or some other way?
We tried to gather some data to aid the teacher in making this decision, but
to determine optimal groupings for the games remains a long-runge research
gucstion.

A final dimension of the teacher-training problem involved the best way
to capitalize on the game experience. As with many classroom games, chil-
dren playing these games tend to become involved in the games per se. The
teacher must see to it that the game experience gener ralizes to other aspects
of the course. He must be Ldp.lhlc of making creative use of the increased
imagery and associated experiences of the games while remaining taithful
to the general framework of the course of study. We were able to provide
guestions and guidetines for a {ollow-up discussion, but what seemed to be
the best technique—moving from plaving group to playing group seeking
particular events which could be used to make the follow-up relevant to the
game experiences of the chitdren—could not be written into a lesson plan.
At the very least, we are convineed that tor teachers to use games effectively,
there must be simultancous teacher in-service workshops or seminars, par-
ticularly for those who are using games for the first time.

A GENERAL VIEW

The development and testing of the Caribou Games took more than two
years, numerous classroom tests both targe and small, and a substantial
portion of the time of four people: two teachers on the staff, an evaluator,
and a designer. Many other people were involved from time to time. The
overall trend was clearly one of increasing simplification, Every time a diffi-
culty was uncovered, some wiy was found to c.hmmatc the problc.m usually
by removing some features from the g games.

On the basis of our experience with the Caribou Hunting Games, we
wish to suggest the following principles for designing educational simulation
games,

1. A game must be designed so that learning how to play (the rules, the
variables, the permissible actions) is fust and simple. Then the players
can concentrate on playing better,

2. A game must be designed so that the actions of it previously completed
game are recorded and available for study. This record becomes the
feedback for correcting and improving subsequent play.

3. The particular causal relationships between a strategy and an outcome
must be clearly identifiable, so the player can determine what aspect of
a particular strategy was inadequate,

4, The degree of success in @ game (the feedback) must be directly related

to the quality of the strategy employed.

5. A game must be designed so that any individual can play the game

EMC numerous times, Only then can he gradually improve his play. What-
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ever the time constraints of the normal use of the game, it must be

possible to play the game several times within that time constraint.

6. A game must be designed to encourage players to experiment actively
with different strategies, It must discourage players from sticking with
the same strategy play after play.

7. A game must he designed so that every plaver can play every different
role several times to gain the insights of that role. In order to do this,
the number of different roles must be kept to a minimum, ’

The course makes ample use of other media: films, filmstrips, records,
and sort-cards. Yet as a medium for ingtruction the games have several
unique properties. They are able to engage students directly in an interactive
process in such a way that the students have some control over the outcome
of the proeess. No matter how exciting or realistic the films, records, or film-
strips are, they remain essentially things which students ohserve. While they
can be stopped or started. while students ean vicariously participate in the
action hy identifying with the actors, while children ean discuss the nature
of the medium (why the photographer chose this camera angle, why this time
of day) the children cannot aetively take part in and control the action. They
cannot (at least the way the course is designed) try making their own version
of a film and see which ereated the more powerful image—their own or the
one they were given. For all their power, the other media remain essentially
finear in their action, and the aetion remains outside the control of the
students.

In games children are part of an on-going process, what they do affeets
the outeome of the game, and they can directly experiment with the nature of
the medium hy changing the strategies they use or the rules of the game to
see which approach works best. The essence of the gares’ contribution to the
curriculum is that for the first time the children have to take the factors they
have studied independently. as static entities. und deal with them as parts of
a4 proeess. They must simultancously manipulate and coordinate the vari-
ahles, over a period of time and under the tension and excitement of the
game, to “eatch the carihon.™

P

C. Selecting a Simulation Game for Teaching: Ques?ions
and Criteria*

Judith A. Gillespie

People often use games for a variety of different purposes. A child ean
transform a few blocks into houses, cars, or stick ligures and build a4 com-
munity. He can then model the hehavior of adults at work and explore com-
munity life. Piaget has demonstrated that with a few marhles and fewer rules,

*Reprinted with permission of the National Councit for the Sociul Studies, and the author, from
“Analyzing and Evaluating Classroom Games.” Social Education, 36. No. 1 (Jan. 1972). 33-
y S 94 Judith AL Gillespie is Co-Director of the High School Political Scienee Curriculum
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children can explore some basic aspects of social interaction. Children relay
heavily on imagination to construct their games, yet these games often pro-
vide important insights into the real world.

Children, however, seldom develop games about a whole range of seri-
ous scholarly topics. Rarely does a child's game explore the reasons for the
outbreak of war or the politics of legistative logrolling. Serious games are of a
basically different sort. They rely much more on knowledge thun on imagina-
tion. A serious game is constructed out of a wide range of research and
scholarship on a topic. It is based on principles or theories which provide
players with explanations of dimensions of human behavior, mathematics,
or ecology. These principles or theories constitute the knowledge base for a
game.

Building a sound knowledge base for a serious game does not méan that
the game need be more complex. Some of the most serious scientific investi-
gations have been based on very simple game-like constructions: With a
point. a line, and four rules (postulates) Euclid discovered the basis for geom-
etry as it is taught in schools today. With two symbols, X and Y, and some
basic rules of division, Mendel created the basic knowledge (or thie science of
genetic evolution. Thus serious games, like children’s games, can convey a
great deal of knowledge from very simple constructions.

Classroom games are a mix between imaginary situations similar to
those children so easily and naturally create and serious scientific explora-
tions. They are designed to provide a sound knowledge buse for learning and
at the same time take advantage of children’s imagination. Like the game of
marbles and the science of geometry, classroom games are based on simple
clements: choices, moves, and rules. The way in which these three elements
are put together largely determines what students will fearn from playing
games and whether they will enjoy them. ,

The choices, moves, and rules which form the basic structure for games
can be evaluated in many ways. The question can be asked: **Are they inter-
esting?”™ Many games are based on exciting choices such as crisis decisions
in national and international politics or decisions about life chances in ghetto
situations. Many games also offer interesting moves or activities for players
such as controlling large corporations or participating in clection campaigns.
However, most teachers would not be satisfied with a game that oaly offered
students “involvement” and excitement.

A second question can be asked: s the game workable in a clussroom
“situation?” Many games structure choices and activities for a classroom
environment. Fewer of these games are accompanied by clear instructions
and o manageable number of materials. However, again few teachers would
be satisfied with a game that was merely “workable.”

Most teachers expect a game to serve some instructional purpose so that
students can learn something useful and important from playing. The first
two questions are imporiant for the teacher, yet without soﬁu: reasonable
answer to the question, “Does the game have a sound knowledge base?” he
has relatively little assurance that the game can effectively contribute to
student learning, Very few games actually make this kind of contribution.
The choices available to students can be unclear, the activities unstructured,
and the rulcs inconsistent. Often the game is so complex that students cannot
determine major influences on their behavior. Because games are subject 1o
these weaknesses, the teacher needs a means for analyzing and evaluating

Elillcussroom games that will give him reasonable assurance that @ game will
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muke a sound contribution to student learning.

Accordingly. choices. moves, and rules will be analyzed here in terms of
the knowledge base they create for learning. Six questions through which the
teacher can identify the knowledge base of the game are posed: (1) What is
the central problcm presented in the game? (2) What choices are available
to players? (3) What are the different moves or activities provided for play-
ers? (4) What are the rules for the game? (5) How is the game organized? and
(6) What summary activities conclude the game? Criteria will be developed
for each question in order to enable the teacher to distinguish sound from
dystunctional answers. For cach question and criterion, various practical
applications to games will serve as illustrations. In this way the teacher will
be provided with & means for choosing among available games those that
have the maximum potential for classroom learning.

Questions and Criteria: An Overview

In a sense, games form a type ol snapshot picture of some feature of
human behavior, They cannot give a complete view of everything included in
a life situation. but they can picture a small fragment accurately. The accu-
racy of the picture is determined by the whole image that it projects. Just as
someone would not judge a snapshot's quality totally by the facial expression
of a person photographed. a teacher cannot judge a game by looking only at
one coniponent.

Therefore, the six quz.stlons about the game are not much hz.lp to the
teacher singly. but together they provide an accurate picture of the knowledge
base of a gume. A knowledge base is built upon a problem statement (Ques-
tion #1). From that statement the essential concepts and principles are trans-
formed into choices, moves, and rules in game play (Questions #2-4). The
choices and moves are organized in-a way that effectively or ineffectively
guides players to learn about the basic concepts and principles (Question #5).
The summary activities of a game determine whether or not the game can
achieve its purpose in the final outcome (Question #6). Therefore, each ques-
tion is tied to an important part of the knowledge base of a game. Figure 1
demonstrates this relationship as follows:

FIGURE 1: The Relationship Between
Questions and Parts of a Game

Questions Parts of a Game

I. What is the central problem presented in the game? Problem
2. What choices are available to players? Choices
3. What are the different moves or activitics provided ~ Moves

for players?
4. What are the rules for the game? Rules
5. How is the game organized? Organization
6. What summary activities conclude the game? Conclusion

I{ the questions are taken together, they provide the teacher with a means for
identifying the key aspects of the game as a whole.

Once the teacher has identified significant parts of the game, he needs -
to have on hand some useful criteria for evaluation. The criteria should serve
two purposes for the teacher: (1) they should enable him to distinguish sound

& mdysfunctional parts of a game, and (2) they should promote a judgment
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of the total acceptability of the game. In order to accomplish these purposes,
criteria need to be developed for cach part of the game and for the relation-
ships between parts,

Three criteria are developed for evatuation of the central problem of a
game: clarity, conceptual content, and utility. Since the problem is the cor-
nerstone on which the remainder of the game is based. a clear, conceptually
rich problem statement will ensure that the game is more thun a collection of
activities without a sound foundation in key concepts and principles. A prob-
lem statement which gives direction about the use which will be made of the
game ensures that the concepts and principles will serve a purpose, such as
developing a skill or knowledge. which fits the teacher's objectives. It the
problem statement meets these criteriy, the teacher will have maximum
assurance that the game is based on an insightful view of a real-world prob-
lem situation and that it can be useful in his classroom.

The choices, moves, and rules that are developed from the problem
statement can be evaluated according to the criteria of soundness, consist-
ency. and lack of distortion. To be sound, choices must be carefully grounded
in the problem statement of a game. The activities or moves need to present
an ordered, consistent sequence of behavior as the result of meuningful deci-
sions. In addition, the rules of the game need to provide undistorted guide-
lines for behavior which lead players to niake sound decisions and act
consistently. If the components meet these three criteria, the teacher can
make a well-reasoned decision about what students will learn from partici-
pating in game play.

The effectiveness of the way activities are orgunized in the game can be
determined by two criteria: inclusiveness and sequencing. If the players are
organized such that only a certain group makes the essential choices in the
game, then very few students will really be exposed to the “learning by doing”
payoffs of the game. If the activities are sequenced such that students do not
have time or opportunity to consider the major learning aspects of the game,
then the teacher has very little assurunce that the students will learn from
gume play. Accordingly, the inclusiveness and sequencing criteria give the
teacher o basis for judging whether students have adequute opportunity to
learn through participation in the game.

Summary activities are designed to bring out what students have learned
during game play. The summary needs to be adequately related to the prob-
lem statement and the activities in the game as well as to provide some appli-
cation lesson for students. If the game does not provide adequate summary
or application activities, the teacher cannot be assured that the final out-
comes of the gume will be learning outcomes for students.

The relationship between questions and criteria can be summarized as

follows:
FIGURE 2: Questions and Criteria
Parts o]
Questions a Game Criteria
I. What is the central Problem Clarity
problem presented in Conceptual content
the game? Utility
Relationship to
Q real-world
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2. What choices are Choices Soundness
available to players? :

3. What are the different Moves Consistency
moves or activities pro-
vided for players?

4. What are the rules Rules Lack of distortion
for the game?

‘ Relationship to
problem

5. How is the game organized?  Organization Inclusiveness
Sequencing
Relationship to
choices, moves,
rules

6. What summary activities Conclusion Adequacy
conclude the game? ] Applicability
Relationship to
problem
Relationship to
activities

The figure demonstrates how the knowledge base of the game can be evalu-
ated by this set of criteria. The criteria determine the quality of each compo-
nent of the game and the relationship between components. In this way the
questions and criteria provide the teacher with a means of determining the
soundness ol the picture of the world that the game creates.

In order to demonstrate how the questions and <riteria can be practically
applied, several concrete examples of games will be developed. One game in
particular will be introduced in order to serve as a concrete example of some
sound ways in which an ideal game fits the criteria. The game in finished form
would contain a full range of kaleidoscopic materials that a normal game
does. It is a simulation about voting behavior in which students take on roles
of voters and candidates, attend rallies and run a newspaper, and vote on elec-
tion day. There are ballots and public opinion polls, money exchanges, and
radio broadcasts. In short, the game is typical of simulations of its kind,
complex and full of activity. The game can be outlined briefly as follows:

Problem: On what basis do people decide to vote?
Objectives: I. Students can determine a general relationship
between party identification and voting behavior.
2. Students can determine how issue position and
candidate appeal influence voters in making deci-
sions about voting.
3. Students can determine the conditions, under
which a voter switches parties in voting.
Game Play: Students act out roles as voters, group leaders,
candidates.
Students participate in party meetings, group bar-
gaining sessions, campaign rallies, and voting.
Students make choices among party loyalties, issue
1 positions, and candidate appeals.
¢
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Game Rules: E.g., students cannot base their vote totally upon one
factor in the election if it conflicts with traditional
party loyalty.

Organization: Number of players can range from 4-48. Total time
is 4-5 class periods.

Summary Activities:  Students answer questions about the relationship
between party identification, issue position, and
candidate appeal.

Students apply their hndm&.s to the most recent
U.S. election.

The essential parts of the ideal game are dcvclopcd in this outline. Other
games of various kinds will serve as counter examples in order to illustrate
how the criteria discriminate between less well-developed games. Taking
both the ideal game and the counter examples into consideration, the use-
fulness of the questions and criteriz posed earlier can be demonstrated
through practical examples.

Question #1: What is the central problem presented in the game?

To begin to answer this question, the teacher needs to surface a problem

statement from a game. He does this by examining the background informa-

" tion and the educational objectives stated in the teacher’s guide, and adver-
tisement, or information from another teacher. Problem statements are not
usually developed in the form, “the problem of the game is . . . .” but by
reading the background information and objectives the teacher should 5z able
to learn what the central problems of the game are. He then begins to apply
his criteria of clarity, conceptual content. and utility to the background
information and objectives.

The clarity of a problem statement is lmportant to the teacher’s evalua-
tion of a game. Suppose that the teacher is giving a course in American Gov-
ernment which covers the topic of voting behavior. He desires to determine
whether the hypothetical game on votiig behavior introduced previously will
serve his purposes. 1f he finds in the genera! description of the game a state-
ment such as, “the purpose of the game is to study about voting.™ he would
know very little about the content or use of the game. The problem is too
vague. It does not indicate the kind of voting (legislative, electoral) or the
nature of the study (voting procedures, voting decisions).

A clearly-defined problem statement gives the teacher a great deal of
information about a game. For example, a game that is based on voting
ichavior can have several kinds of well-defined problem statements. One
problem statement could take the form: What is the process through which
pssople vote in national elections? The problem statement indicates that the
game will be utilized to develop a skill: how to vote in elections. The major
concepts will include registration. primaries, and balloting. A second prob-
lem statement could take the form of the ideal voting game outlined pre-
viously: On what basis do people decide to vote in national elections? This
problem statement indicates that the game will be utilized to present a body
of knowledge—what is involved in a citizen’s decision to voie. The game will
center around such concepts as party identification, issue salience, and
candidate appeal. Thus a problem statement conveys to the teacher both the
essential conceptual content and the use that can be made of the game.

If the problem statement is accompanied by a set of educational objec-

1m es, the teacher can be more certain of his evaluation of content and utility.
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Again, with a voling game, a set of objectives might be constructed as
follows: '

I. Students can participate in a simulated election campdlgn

2. Students can learn how to conduct rallies, campaign for candlddles

and vote.

3. Students can learn aboul role behavior of voters und candidates.
These objectives tell the teacher very little ubout the substantive content or
use of the game. He knows that students ure going lo enter into activities,
but he has no way of determining what they will achieve in terms of learning
in the game.

A set of objectives which will give the teacher insight into what the game
is ubout and how it can be used might be presented as follows:

1. Students can determine a general relationship between party identifi-
© cation and voting behavior.
2. Students can determine how issue position and candidate appeal influ-
ence voters in making decisions about voting.
3. Students can determine the conditions under which a voter switches
parties in voting. '
These objectives outline the major concepts of party identifieation, issue
position, and candidate appeal. The use of these concepts in the game is also
clear. Students will be encouraged to learn about a body of knowlt.dge focus-
ing on voting behavior, not how to vote or who are the umdxdalu in the most
recent campaign,

From a clear problem surfaced by analysis of the mtroduulon and edu-
cational objectives, the teacher can evaluat¢ whether a game is realistic and
useful for the classroom. The degree of realism in a game is determined by a
comparison of the problem statement with what is known about the real-
world situation. Suppose that the teacher is evaluating a game about inter-
national conflict and the essential concepts are war and trade relations. The
teacher could easily see that a game on international conflict needed to.
include the concept of negotiation or diplomacy in order to accurately repre-
‘sent an inter-nation contlict situation. Otherwise the militaristic and econom-
ic aspects of conflict are over-emphasized. The purpose of the game is not
realistic according to the teacher’s evaluation because it does not accurately
represent the real-world problem situation. A game will never include all the
necessary concepts to completely identify a re: al-world situation, but a teacher

~must be sure that it contains the essential ones. Otherwise students learn an
exaggerated or wrong image of the preblem situation.

In contrast, the voting game which has as its essential concepts party
identification, issue position, and candidate appeal does represent accurately
a rcal-world sitvation. There are many concepts which are omitted such as
media influence or status, but the game does not distort the students’ per-
ceptions of the real-world voting situation. According to what is known about
voter behavior, the three concepts represent the mdjor forces generally
influencing voting decisions.

The teacher can also begin to evaluate the utility ol a game based on a
clear problem statement. If the teacher wanted to teach students about the
basis for citizens’ decisions to vote, then the ideal voting game would serve
his Ob_[LLllVLS However, if the teacher wanted to teach students the process

- of voting, e.g., how to register, then the game would not serve his purpose.
If the game dld not state clearly the purpose for which it would be used, then
the teacher would be at a loss to determine what the game intended! to teach.
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Thus the problem statement determined by background information
and educationul objeetives validates the purpose of the game for a teuacher.
Having made initial judgments about elarity, Lonu.pumi content, and utility
of the game, the teacher can be sure that the game is fundamentally sound
and uselul in his classroom. To the extent that the problem statement fails to
mect these eriteria, the teacher gambles on whether the game aceurately
represents what he wants students to learn and whether the g game will serve
the purposce he intends for his class,

Question #2: What choices are available to players?
It is impossible to determine all possible choices that a player could
make in even a relatively simple game. In the case of Tie-Tace-Toe, for exam-
ple. phnm face 15,120 possible choices of moves by the fifth turn. However,
it is refatively casy to determine what fypes of major moves a game contains,
For ex 'mplc in Tic-Tae-Toe, a player makes only two types of choices for
any ol his 15,120 possible: he can attempt to make 3 X's in 2 row, or he can
block his opponent from making 3 O's in a row. The types of choices, then,
will give the teacher a basis tor determining the decisional base for the g game,

For uny given game, the teacher determines the choices that are made
by analyzing the major points in the game which change playver behavior. Ina
bourd game, the teacher looks at kow game play is presented and pulls out
the major (at most a haltf-dozen) situations in which players make different
types ol deeisions. It can be a new level the playver attains or u new resouree
lie has obtained from a previous turn. In the case of Tie-Tuc-Toe there is one
type of decision with two alternatives tor choice. However, in the case of
Monopoly there are two types of decisions. one o buy new property or risk
puying rent to an opponent on the next round and another to add to holdings
after the plaver “owns™ a square. In a simuolation, the teacher cun just as
casily determine the major choices by examining individual roles und group

. aetivities. In the voting game, for example, the major activities are party
meetings, group mectings, rallies. and voting, By examining these activities.
the teacher can determine that party mectings are organized around a deci-
sion about party foyalty, group meetings are designed to promote given inter-
ests on issues. and rallies focus on candidate appeal. Thus the major types of
choijees in the game are of these Kinds.

Once these types of choices are outlined. the teacher can determine
whether the choices are sound. The “soundness™ of choiees is determined by
comparing the problem statement and the major choices in the game. Essen-.
tially. the choiees should capture the full range of cuch of the major coneepts
in the game. For example. a game coneerned with ghetto poverty whose
major coneepts include housing quality. educational disadvantages. and lack
of semi-skilled job opportunities would not offer “sound™ choices it players’
moves in the game were determined totally by inereases in employment
opportunitics OF. Worse vet, totally by chance. Even though the problem state-
ment was clear and rich in LOﬂLLplUdl content, the choices would be unsound
because plavers would never be faced with situations involving the essential
concepts of the game.

The voting game can serve as an example ol a series of sound choices.
Corresponding to cach major coneept—nparty identification. issue position.
candidate appeal—there is an activity in which players participate—party
mu.um.x group bargaining sessions, rallies. In cach activity, pld\t.r\ make a

Emcuc about one or more of the coneepts such as whether to remain loyal 10
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a traditional party or switch. The choices are simplified. but accurate, repre-
sentations of the voting problem posed by the game. One choice is not
emphusized out of proportion to others, nor is any major concept in the
problem omitted.

In general, then, the teacher identities the choices in a game by analyzing
the major decision situations in the game—turns or activitics—and deter-
mining the different frpes of choices involved. He then evaluates these
choices based on o camparison between the concepts delineated in the prob-
lem statement, seeking to determine whether or not the alternatives offered
in the game adequately involve these cancepts, This is an important deter-
mination of the soundness of the knowledge base for a game. for it tells the
(teacher that students will be involved in making decisions which accurately
represent all dimensions of a problem statement.

Question #3: What are the different moves or activities provided for players?

When an outside observer looks through the clussroom door at a gume,
his immediate reaction is often *What chaos!™ He'may see students dispersed
around the room participating in seemingly unrelated activities, He may also
see students in groups moving picees on a bourd in what seems to be mere
entertainment. f\t.llhl“\. in a well-constructed game these apparently unre-
lated activities are all parts of some important game strategy.

The basic strategies in a game are most easily determined after the
essential choices huve been e\dmlmd Once the teacher has identified the
types of choices in o gume, he then determines which choiees precede others.
For example. in Monopoly the decision to own a syuare oceurs before the
decision to add to holdings, He then proceeds to link choices together by
examining alternative sets of chojces. For example, il a player chuoses to own
a square in Monopoly, his next choice can be to add houses. 1 a player
chooses not to own one square, his next choice may be to own another square.
As the players move from their first to their second cheices, they progress
toward an outcome. Qutcomes can be defined as winning or losing, as well as
achievement ol a particular kind of goal which is not measured directly as a
“win™ or a “loss.” A set of choices. moves, and ouvtcomes determines a
strategy. .

The voting game can serve .as an example of analyzing choices and
moves. The major choices in the game concern party identification, issue
position, and candidate appeal, The sequence of choices is determined by the
order of activities: First, students attend party meetings to make some choice
about purty identification. Second. students attend interest group meetings
to argue issues. Third, students attend campaign rallies to make a decision
on candidate appeal. The situation is considerably simplified. yet an accurate
wzy of representing real-world choices. The alternatives of each choice are
Democrat or Republican. Having identified the major choices und their
sequence, the teacher would then determine which set of choices led 1o *win-
ning” outcomes and which fed to “losing™ outcomes, He would then have
generally identified cach of the important strategics or sets of moves in
the game,

Once the teacher has identified the major strategies in the game by ana-
lyzing the sequencing of choices und the outcomes, hL can begin to evaluate
the degree of consistency in each strategy. The teacher primarily wants to
make sure that winning strategics do not involve inconsistent choices or
¢ esand that one fosing st rategy is not cmphasized over a winning one.
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The import of this type of evaluation cannot be underestimated. The
teacher uses a game and the students play it in order to learn something about
the central problem of the game. If players are forced to make inconsistent
moves in order to win, they will not learn from their behavior in the game.
I they are forced to lose because that strategy is most available, they will
not profit in the gaming situation from “learning by doing.™

Therefore. **consistency™ is determined by judging whether the major
strategies in the game involve contradictory choices or moves. For example,
in an economics game concerning money expenditures. winning could be
defined as muking the most money. The choices involved in a “winning™
strategy might include both stock market speculation and investment. If a
player had to invest to win the game and every time he invested he was driven
into bankruptey. then the plaver would lose by 4 winning strategy—an out-
come from which he would learn very little. However, in the voling gume,
party identification is the strongest fuctor determining the vote. To win by
voting against his traditional party loyalty, a player must have a very strong
vested interest in issues and candidates of the opposite party. Therefore, if a
player decided to vote Democratic based on a Republican party identification
and a weak issue position, he would losc and thereby understand the import
of party identificution,

Consistency, then, is a fundamental requirement for the stralegies in any
game. [f the teacher is unable to identily the major strategics and evaluate
their consistency from a reviéw of the gaming materials, he can be sure that
the knowledge base of the game is not well-developed. The strategies in the
game are key to the learning experience a game provides. The degree to which
a game meets the consistency criterion determines to a large extent whether
the game involves learning which is both sound and rational. '

Question #4: What are the rules for the game?

Rules function in games much as they do in any other context. The larg-
est deviation in the gaming situation is that one significant rule in the game is
often the operation of chance. Rules of chance can determine everything from
who goes first to which strategies are followed by players. Any rule, chance
or otherwise, is used in a game to set fimits on the choices and moves avail-
able to players. They are also often used to direct players to winning out-
comes. The central evaluation question for the teacher is whether or not the
limits set by rules distort the gaming situation.

IUs very easy to determine the rules in a game: most are listed in the
gaming material. However, it is nore difficult to determine the effect of a
particular rule on game play. They are-often many in number, highly inter-
related, and only implicit in game play. A rule of thumb for the teacher is to
look first at the major mechanism which begins the first few turns of pluy—
dice. rotation, a simulated conflict—then to turn to these rules which guide
the major strategies, and finally to look at the termination rule or how the
game ends.

The major criterion guiding the evaluation of rules is lack of distortion.
Distortion commonly occurs when a rule overemphasizes a losing strategy.
For example, if an international relations game focuses on conflict, the key
choices could involve the concepts of war, negotiation, disarmament, and
economic security. Rules which made it very easy to go to war and extremely
difficult to negotiate would distort the major strategies of the game out of

@ portion to the problem sitvation. Rules must, however, be evaluated in
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totality, for if the rule which facilitated war was balanced by a rule promoting
negotiation, the game would not sacrifice one strategy for another.

An example of misusing the rule of chance is an electoral college game.
The problem of the game is to determine how candidates gain electoral votes.
The major concept is voles per state, and the major rule for determining
states wor is the correct answers to random questions about the three
branches of government. In this case chance can be effectively used as a rule
for determining which questions students must answer, but unfortunately
chance also determines which states are gained by candidates. In this way,
the Democrats can sweep the Midwest and the Republicans the South with-
out any problem, Thus, the chance rule completely distorts the strategic
aspects of election campaigning.

Rules are used effectively when they do not distort strategies or out-
comes. In the voting game, for example, one of the rules listed is that voters
cannot vote based on candidate appeal alone it the candidate conflicts with
both a strong traditional party loyalty and a strong opposing issuc position.
This limits the choices of voters, but it does not distort the major strategy in
the game—to find the most consistent base for voting in an election. Used
effectively, rules can aid.players in achieving winning outcomes and limit the
complexity of the game so that students have a better chance of learning
from their moves.

If the choices. moves, and rules of a game are sound. the teacher needs
to make one final evaluation. He needs to compare these components as a
whole to the problem statement in order to make sure that the major strate-
gies and outcomes of the game are consistent with the problem situation.
To do this the teacher evaluates the strategies in terms of the degree to which
they promote explanations of the problem situation. If a winning strategy
maximizes the problem situation and a losing strategy minimizes it, the two
parts are consistent.

For example, the winning strategy in the voting game is to vote based
on a consistent party identification, issue position. and candidate appeal. In
the real-world voting situation in national U.S, elections this is a maximum
position for any citizen. As the contradiction in these variables increases, the
citizen is less and less likely to vote at all, much less have a rationai deci-
sional base for voting. However, if the voting game were to attribute a win-
ning situation to abstention when the three variables consistently favored
voting for one party, the game would not accurately represent the problem of
voting for most citizens.

Question #5: How is the game organized?

There are two organizational dimensions of a game that are particularly
important for evaluation: the organization of players and the organization
of activities. The organization of players determines who participates in any
given activity in a game. The organization of activitics determines how play-
ers participate.

The organization of players can most often be identified by the initial
breakdown into groups of a board game and the role descriptions in a simu-
lation. The organization of activities is classified by the moves in a board
game and the group interactions scheduled in the day-by-day activities of a
simulation. Once the teacher has identified these elements, he can begin to
evaluate them according to the criteria of inclusiveness, sequencing, and

l:lkkllcuionship to the choices, moves, and rules in the game.
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The organization of players is important to the suceess of a game in two
respeets. First, choices change considerably as the number of players in the
game varies. Choices made by teams require organization that choices of
individual players do not, FFor example. in the case ol a board gume with
puartners, the inerease from four 1o six players can chiange the moves in the
game [rom straight competition to coalition formation. The problem for
the teacher is to determine whether or not the types of choices remain the
same over different class sizes. He can apply the criterion of inclusiveness
by first determining the least number of players that can possibly play the
game. then the hthle numver of players that can possibly play the game,
and finally the number that will be participating in his class. H. for ummplc..
the voting game is construeted for 35 players and the teacher has a class of
20, the teacher should determine whether or not the outcomes of the game are
the same. I he eliminates 15 Demoerats, can the Democrats win the clection?
If he eliminates 10 Republicans, will the Republican party meeting have any
meaning”?

The organization of players is equally important in a second respect.
The teacher not only wants the choices to remain the sume over a wide range
of playvers. but he wants some assurance that each pluyer has the opportunity
to make choices about the essential coneepts of the game. If games are based
on strategies and students fearn by nmaking strategic choices, cach student

“needs o have the opporlunily to choose lor the game to be effective. This
does not mean that every student must participate in the same activity but
rather for any given set of activities in a game, cach student must have the
opportunity to ‘make the same choices. In a areat many simulations, many
students play “minor™ roles. The teacher needs to be sure that even a minor
role includes the basic choices in a game.

The logical organization of activity is as important to u game as it is to
any learning experience. The phasing of aetivities can be crucial to the suc-
cess of the game. I the aetivity rests on some information that the students
have developed in a previous part of the game, it must be sequenced so that
the information is provided. I the activity needs to be organized in a specilic
way to highlight the choices of players, then that organization needs to be
specified, The logic of choiees should be elear in the staging of the game. In a
voting game, for L\dmph.. where plavers must make choices between party
loyalty “and issue positions which contradiet the party platform, the loyalty
must be developed in 4 set of choices prior o the issue choices. Otherwise,
the choice between party and issues is meaningless because the player has not
had adequate opporluml\ to develop u party lmdlu

Thus the criteria of inclusiveness of all players in essential choices and
sequenceing ol activities are of prime importance to the final learning outcome
ol a game, In a large part, these two eriteria determine whether or not a game
can maintain its momentum as an eflective learning experience throughout
game play. In the final evaluation the organizational parts of the game need
to he compared 10 the choices, moves. and rules which form the knowledge
base, The game should be organized so that students can give careful con-
sideration to the maujor strutegies in the game,

Question #6: What summary activities conclude the game?
Summary sessions can oceur in many forms. Students may be asked a
\ILI'IL\ af' questions. organized into discussion groups, or asked to analyze data
]: lC they have created in the course of the gaming experience. Whatever form
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the session takes. it needs to encompass two different summary tasks: (1)
summuarization and analysis of whut is learned, and (2) application of what is
fearned. Both components-are crueial to the game,

The debricting session is centered around the central ideas of the ame.
In a sense. the debrieting session represents a “mini' game in and of itself: a
recreation of the fundamental structure of the gaming situation. In addition.
the session often uses applications such as case studics, suggestions for ex-
ploration of reading material, or the students own experience to draw out
‘md reapply the information fearned. Without the application knowledge. the

aacher has very littde assurance that the learning from the game has any
curr) over to other contests.

The teacher will normadly find debricting outlined in aseries of summary
questions following  game. The central evaluation question becomes: Does
the debrieling session offer an adequate summary and application fesson for
the game? T he adequacy of the summary provided in debriefing can be most
effectiv cly demonstrated by pairing the educationad objectives stated in the
teacher’s guide and the questions provided for debriceting, Ideally, the basic
concepts and relationships in the objectives are linked directly into the gques-
tions. The degree to which this is true determines to a large extent whether or
not the game has the cu]mul\ to accomplish its objectives,

One examiple ol an izadequate debriefing tactic employed by w great
many simuolation designers is to coneentrate duhr\chng questions on un evalu-
ation of the simulation perse rather than its conceptuad content. The problem
is that the objectives of a clussroom simulation are not to create o betwer
simulation, but o teach stndents something about the substance of the prnh-
fem that the game poses. Substantive questions can be reached indireetly by
this methad. bat it demands a great deal of outside knowledge on the part of
students both about the problem and about the development of a game.

A second typreal case of an inadequate debrieling structure is a series of
questions which focus on the particular moves or choiees in the game without
an attempt to generalize bevond the player’s participation. Students often
find it hard to go beyond a particular play through which they “won™ the
game or gne which cost them a winning outeome. However. the objectives
for any game extend beyond the l)dl'llLlll.ll' situation it represents, and the
dLl)ricl'ln" questions should provide a linkage between the general problem
situation and the puarticutar plays in a game.

Tdeully, then, w set of debricling qu'..xlmns could be paired with the ob-
jectives in the voting game as follows:

Objectives Debriefing Questiony
1. Students can determine a generad 1o What was the mostimportant fac-
refationship between party identi- tor influencing your decision to
fication and voting behavior. vote!

2. Students can determine how issue 2. What other major fuctors influ-

position and candidate appeal in- enced your vote?
fluence voters in making decisions :
about voting. .

3. Students can determine the condi- 3. What made some players switch

tions under which a voter switches from their traditional parties in
E \[‘C)urlics in voling., this election? :
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Euch objective is matched by a debriefing question which focuses upon the
decisions made by ciach player in the game. The stadents are then asked to
draw generalizations which extend bt._\()l]d the gaming situation to national
clections.

The application component of debriefing often appears in the form of o
case study from a very different problem situation. An abstract or a con-
crete problem can be presented for students to solve. At times. students may
be asked to construct their own case, or even their own game. in order to
demonstrate knowledge of the game in another context. Either way. the
application situation should offer & roughly analogous case to the game. It

. should contain most of the central concepts used in the game, with some
variation. The analogous concepts give the student a basis for determining
similarities between the gaming situation and other situations. The different
concepts altow the students to contrast the gaming situation with others,
The essentially comparative nature of the application material, then. pro-
vides the student with a way of transferring his knowledge to another situa-
tion in which he can make useful distinctions between the way behavior is
the same and varies in different situations.

Thus debrieling becomes a key element in the evaluation of & game, for
it is only through the summary questions and applications that the teacher
can determine whether the game has the potential to reach its objectives. The
problem statement can be clear and conceptually rich: the choices, moves,
and rules can reflect the problem accurately: and the organization can pro-
vide an effective dynamic for the game: yet without some means of linking
the gaming situation to learning outcomes, the teacher hits no wiy to be sure
the knowledge base is effectively transmitted to studeat players,

Conclusien ,

Each of the six questions has contributed to the identification of an
important part of the knowledge base of any game. Through these questions
the teacher can determine the central problem on which the game is built, the
choices, moves, and rules which provide a transformation of the problem into
a4 gaming situation. the organization which maintains the dynamic of the
game, and the summary activities which determine whether its objectives
are achieved. The analysis of these component parts and how they interrelate
has led to an evaluation of a game as a whole,

The criteria developed here for evaluation are not inclusive. The game
may fuail as a learning experience for an entire set of reasons which the cri-
teria do not tap. The teacher may not organize the gaming environment well,
The students may not understand the game. The instructions may not be
clear when the teacher enters the actual pl‘mng. situation. However. the
questions and criteria do give the teacher one major assurance: the game has
the eapacity 1o teach students a great dead,

Only a rare game will completely and positively demonstrate this capac-
ity to its fullest extent. The criteria are by no means developed for an :ill or
nothing. usc or not use. evaluation of a game. Most games. like most stu-
dents, will fall somewhere in between maximum capacity and failure. The
teacher remains the judge ‘of whether the game fails so desperately on pne
criterion that it should not be used in his classroom. However, if the garme or
game description does not give the teacher enough information to ldcn.df)
md minimally evaluate its major components. then the teacher is incurring

ecided risk using any game.
EMC
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The avoidance of the risk is important because games can misteach
much more easily than they can effectively contribute to learning. The devel-
opment of classroom games is still in its infancy and a great many games
reflect the growing pains of unsound if not dysfunctional attempts at pro-
ducing a finished product which is useful in the classroom. The teacher needs
to view games as an intelligent consumer would view a product and pay a
great deal of heed to the economic caveat **Let the buyer beware." The ques-
tions and criteria represent an attempt to facilitate well-reasoned consump-
tion of classroom games on the part of teachers by focusing on the primary
concern which motivates their choice: the capacity for a game to provide a
sound and interesting learning experience for students.

D. Using Games and Simulations for Classroom Instruc-
tion: Cautions and Procedures

Although simulations and games are relatively common to most teach-
ers, many still do not know how 3 when to use them, what might be gained
{rom their use, or how to expect a class of students to react while participat-
ing in the exercise. This section is intended to provide some insights into
these problems for the classroom teacher.

Some Precautionary Notes

First of all, what is educational simulation-gaming and what can it
accomplish? To answer this, Paul Twelker has made the following statement
about the potential of simulation in learning:

Simulation is a means for letting learners experience things that otherwise
might remain beyond their imagination, a means to practice skills safely
and without embarrassment, and perhaps even discover insights into prob-
lems now plaguing mankind.

Hall T. Sprague has elaborated on these points by developing an “inven-
tory of hunches' about simulation as educational tools.*

(1) Maybe simulations are ‘‘motivators,” Their main payoff may be that
they generate enthusiasm for or commitment to: (a) learning in general,
(b) social studies or some other subject area, (c) a specific discipline like
history, (d) a specific course, or (e) a specific teacher.

(2) Maybe a simulation experience leads students to more sophisticated
and relevant inquiry. That is, perhaps the important thing is what happens
after the simulation is over, when students ask abgut the “‘model™ which
determined some of the elements of the simulation, about real-world ana-
logues to events and factors in the simulation, about processes like com-
muniecation, about ways of dealing with stress and tension. Maybe partici-
pation leads naturally into a critique and analysis of the simulation by the

C}" ~rinted with permission from SIMILE I1, 1150 Silverado Rd., La Jalla, CA 92037.
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students, and maybe this can lead easily into a model-building experi-
ence. . .. And maybe the greatesi learning oceurs when students build their
own simulations.

(3) Maybe simulations give participants a more integrated view of some of
the ways of men. Maybe they see the interconnectedness of political, social,
interpersonal, cultural, economic, historical, ete., factors. Maybe simula-
tions help people understand the idea of a “social system.” Maybe the
simulation experience helps therm integrate ideas and information they
already had.

(4) Maybe participants in simulations learn skills: decision-making,
resource allocation, communication. persuasion, influence-resisting. Or
maybe they learn how important those processes are. Maybe they learn
about the rational and emotional components of these skills.

(5) Maybe simulations affect attitudes: (a) maybe participants gain em-
pathy for real-life decision-makers: (b) maybe they get a feeling that life
is much more complicated than they ever imagined: (¢) maybe they get a
feeling that they can do something important about affecting their personal
life or the nation or the world.

(6) Maybe simulations provide participants with explicity, experiential,
gut-level referents about ideas, concepts, and words used to describe
human behavior. Maybe everyone has a personal psychology or sociology
... . maybe a simulation experience brings this personal view closer to
reality. Maybe people know many things they don't know they know, and
simulations act as an information retrieval device to help bring this

knowledge to consciousness. '

(7) Maybe participants in simulations learn the form and content of the
model which lies behind the simulation. That is, in a corporation manage-
ment simulation, maybe they learn about the ways in which certain aspects
of the marketplace are related: in an inter-nation simulation, maybe they
learn the relationship between the relative satisfaction of political influ-
entials and the probability that leaders will retain office.

(8) Maybe the main importance of simulations is their effect on the
social setting in which learning takes place. Maybe their physical format
alone, which demands a significant departure from the usual setup of a
classroom (chair shuffling, grouping, possibly room dividers, etc.), pro-
duces a more relaxed, natural exchange between teacher and students later
on. Since simulations are student-run exercises, maybe they move **con-
trol”” of the classroom from the teacher to the structure of the simulation,
and ‘thereby allow for better student-teacher relations. Simulations are
usually very engaging, maybe one product of such engagement is that stu-
dents/teachers drop their usual interpersonal facudes. and maybe this
leads to a more open classroom atmosphere in later sessions. Maybe simu-
lations have their main effect on the teacher: perhaps he sees his students
as more able than he had thought before, and the result may be that he
looks to himself more to explain failures in the classroom. Maybe simula-
tions—like any new technique—cause teachers to look at their normal
teaching methods with a more critical eye. Maybe stmulations’ main pay-
“off is that they create student enthusiasm in one classroom which may
]: lC spread to informal student channels throughout the school.
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{9) Maybe simulations lead to personal growth. The high degree of
involvement may provide some of the outcomes hoped for froms T-groups,
sensitivity training, basic encounter groups, etc. .. . that is, a better sense
of how one appears to others: discovery of personai skills, abilities, fears,
weaknesses, that weren't apparent before; opportunities to express affec-
tion, anger, and indifference without permanently crippling consequences.

After reading Twelker and Sprague's views one can appreciate the pos-
sibilities and potential of this technique as viewed by simulation designers.
Following are summary results which the authors have been able to glean
from the research studies which have undertaken serious inquiry in this area
(see Chapter II of this publication):

1. The use of simulation games generally results in greater student
involvement, motivation and interest than do most other learning activities.

2. Generally, no significant differences have been found between the
amounts of cognitive learning achieved by students taught with simulation-
games and students tavght by more conventional techniques.

3. Less able students are usually able to perform as well in simulation-
games as brighter students—i.e., winning the game.

4. Males usually perform better in simulation-games than do females—
i.e., winning the game.

5. Although less able participants perform as well in the game as brigi:t-
er studeats, the brighter students learn more (as tested on a final test) and
they are better able to articulate their winning strategies. Less able students
can perform the winning strategies but they cannot understand the reasons
for the behavior nor can they articulaie their understandmg as well as bright-
er students.

7. The types of media used in the exercise have an impact on participant
performance. If the simulation includes the use of both audio and visual
media, the performance of participants improves compared to that when only
one type of medium is used or none at all.

8. By participating in simulation exercises players may develop more
empathy for the roles they are assuming and the complexities of the environ-
ment they are dealing with.

9. Repeated use of the exercises seems to improve the decision-making
strategies of the participants.

10. Participants appear to develop a better understanding of system dy-
namics and respect for the complex interplay of variables in a social system.

11. Educational exercises like simulation-games seem to have similar
impacts on different types of participant populations—i.e., age, intelligence,
socioeconomic background and formal school differences do not seem to
influence the motivation and knowledge gained from the exercise.

These summarized research results should be viewed with some caution.

To date only a limited number of research studies have been completed in
this area. The research which has been accomplished is, in many cases, sus-
pect because of inadequate testing procedures, lack of adequate instruments,
use of unsophisticated statistics, developer bias, and inability to determine
important variables. Most simulation-game exercises are thought to teach

" different things than available tests are geared to evaluate. Until these impor-
tant variables are identified and evaluation.instruments are developed to
measure such learnings, the real value of such techniques can never be truly
r*q'ﬂ'rmmed Simulation-games teach not only to winning strategies and cog-
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nitive performance, but to attitudes and interaction processes as well. It is
suggested that more sophisticated attitude profiles, videotaping episodes,
and formalized interaction models will have to be developed and employed in
such future research. (See Chapter 11, “*Reviewing the Literature: A Review
of Research on Instructional Games and Simulations in Social Science and
Economic Education.™) .

Every teacher realizes that classrooms vary. What may be true for one
may not be true for another. Consequeritly, the results of many poorly de-
signed rescarch studies involving a particular game or simulation may only
be appropriate for that simulation-game and/or those students who were
directly involved. Transferring and using such research results to other
classes, teachers or localities may be as inappropriate as sending an Eskimo’s
sealskin parka to an inhabitant of the tropics.

Although the use of games and simulations has been one of the most
widely discussed classroom innovations in education, surprisingly few conclu-
sions have been reached regarding either their cognitive, attitudinal or inter-
active effectiveness. As with almost all other developers of educational games
and simulations, game designers and users in economic education are in the
peculiar position of having a technology, or applied science, before the theo-
retical science has been developed. While most observers would agree that
games do teach, what, how or why they teach are yet to be precisely measured
or explained. Alice Kaplan Gordon probably has described the dilemma best
by suggesting that *‘educators are in the ironic situation of having found an
answer without knowing the question.™

Suggestions for Classroomm Use

In order to gain maximum benefit from the use of simulation-games in
the classroom, teachers must realize that games and simulations require as
much or more teacher preparation time as most other classroom technigues,
a change in the teacher’s classroom role, careful organization, well-stated
instructional objectives, and supporting curriculum. These exercises cannot
be effective in isolation, They must be used in conjunction with other activi-
ties in a carefully planned unit in order to be most effective.

The operational procedure for using these exercises can be organized
into four categories which could be labeled (1) teacher preparation, (2) stu-
dent orientation, (3) playing the exercise, and (4) debriefing.

Teacher Preparation
Teacher preparation is probably the most important element influencing
the success of a game or simulation exercise. The teacher must have enough
understanding of the exercise’s objectives, its system. its pressures and prob-
lems, and the frustrations encountered in the experience to operate effectively
as umpire, coach, provoker, sympathizer, leader and final authority. He must
move in and out of different roles with flexibility and insight to keep the
experience self-sustaining. in order to fulfill these roles (which many times
means not involving oneself in the actual play) a teacher must be well pre-
pared. An exercise should be selected with objectives consistent with the
objectives of the unit being undertaken. These objectives should be explicit,
well thought out, and closely articulated with the materials, media and
method under consideration, Remember that games and simulations repre-
sent tools of instruction: by themselves they are no better or worse than any
@ other method of instruction. They should be used only when the teacher has
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determined that the game or simulation represents the most desirable means
to the instructional end.

After a decision is made to employ a gane or simulation exercise, the
teacher should first play it with a practice group. These may be friends, fel-
low teachers or even one’s family. The characteristics of the practice group
are not very important; however, the “dry run™ experience is crucial. It
exposes the teacher to all the confusion and difficulties inherent in conducting
almost all such exercises. If it is impossible to try out such a **dry run™ play,
then the teacher should try “walking through’ it in his imagination. Carefully
tead the teacher and participant manuals. Try to imagine what confusions
might occur in the minds of different studerts and be ready for their occur-
rence. Problems always arise, espeecially in the initial rounds of play, but
they are never an insurmountable difficulty if the teacher has undertaken
preplanning.

Student Orientation
Student orientation should familiarize the participants with the demands
that will be placed upon them by participating in the exercise. After the teach-
er has given them a general introduction to the exercise, they should read the
participant manuals. If students are unfamiliar with activities that involve
role-playing, time should be devoted to its explanation and practice. If the
~ participants seem confused about all the complexities of the activity, give
them reassurarces but do not spend a large amount of time trying to make all
the directions and behaviors crystal clear. Generally, it only becomes more
confusing. The best way to understand an exercise is to play it and work out
problems as they arise. After the first round or two participants should grasp
the conception of the game and play without difficulty.

Playing the Exercise

Throughout the exercise the teacher should circulate among the students,
He should observe, listen to negotiations, offer suggestions where they seem
appropriate and provide reassuring comments to those participants who
seem to be doing well.

The teacher also has to keep track of time during the play. The organiza-
tion of time, the movement from round to round, and insisting on behavior
consistent with the rules of the game are all very important in most simula-
lion-games and strict attention should be given to these procedural details.
Students are conditioned to the fact that games are ““fun’. and tke teacher
must be prepared to pair the fun aspect with an educational end.

What should the teacher do if he overhears an inaccurate judgment or
observes a participant respond in an inappropriate way which will likely pre-
vent him from reaching the exercise’s goals?. Generally, a teacher should
refrain from interfering. It is inherent in most exercises that poor judgments
will likely result in poor performance. Generally, a player should learn by
himsel{ or in interaction with other players that there are more appropriate
strategies to pursue. If incorrect judgments are not pointed out during the
play, there should always be an opportunity to discuss these judgments and
behaviors in the debriefing session which follows the actual play. A teacher
should not respond to all overheard errors just to prevent the players from
getting the factual information confused. If the primary objective of the
teacher is to present only accurate, factual mformauon then there is little
"30nn to use simulation-games.
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It is important to remember that using simulation-games will invariably
raise the noise and activity levels of the classroom. These exercises require
student interaction. Teachers will have to decide what is appropriate (stu-
dents still have to be able to hear other players), but they should not expect
participants to play in passive, whisper tones. If that does happen it probably
signals that the exercise is unsuccessful in teaching and involving the students.

It is wise for both students and teachers to remember the request that the
poet Coleridge made to his readers—that they make a “*willing suspension
of disbelief” while reading his poems. This is quite appropriate for simula-
tion-games as well. All such exercises are necessarily distortions of reality,
usually distorted by simplification. As with all models, it is impossible to
simulate fully and accurately an entire economy, system or topic. Obviously,
many of the complexities and variables are simplified or even eliminated. As
one participates in many exercises it is easy to see their limitations and slight
distortions. A cynic can easily rationalize not taking the exercise seriously
and question its usefulness. While participating in the exercise one must
“suspend his disbelief’ and accept the exercise on its own rules and objec-
tives. ‘It is later, in the debriefing session, that the exercise should be cri-
tigued in terms of its ability to meet its stated objectives, its internal
consistency, its interest level for the participants, and the extent of its
distortion of reality.

Debriefing
Debriefing sessions are crucial to the success of the exercise. It is the
time for participants to reflect upon and to draw conclusions from their
experiences. Questions of the following nature are generally appropriate:
¢ What strategies did you use?
* Which strategies were most successful in accomplishing your goal?
e Why were they most successful and why were other strategies less
successful?
* What conclusions (or inferences) can you make concerning the opera-
tion of this system?
¢ Do you think this exercise was realistic? What real experiences have
you had or observed that verify your opinion?
o Would you like to modify this exercise (or the rules) in some way to
make it more consistent with reality? How would you modify it?

After students have played and discussed an exercise, especially if they
enjoyed the experience, they might want to develop their own simulation-
game. This is often a very rewarding, although potentially frustrating,
experience for students. This type of activity typically requires students to use
content material along with modes of thinking that are consistent with all
categories of Bloom's Taxonomy of Educational Objectives. Just as teachers

~ often claim that they have never learned anything as well as they did when
they had to teach the material, designers of games, even amateur ones,
typically feel that the development of such exercises is a most valuable and
demanding learning task. We think that this may be one reason why many of
the learning objectives claimed by many simulation-game designers have
never been verified by research. What the developers claim can be learned
from playing the exercise may, in reality, be learned only from the process of
designing the exercise.

If in reading this chapter the reader begins to develop the nagging suspi-

@ '~n that cur discussion is not a.ringing endorsement of educational games
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and simulations as the only answer to all teaching problems, his critical read-
ing antenna is working well. Although the exercises discussed in this publica-
tion are an extremely useful and interesting part of a teaching-learning
experience, they are not effective without other curriculum support—i.e.,
other materials, other activities, other media and a well-prepared teacher.
Preliminary evaluations from teucher-users indicate that the best exercises
perform the most effective teaching-learning experiences when used as part
of a total curriculum plan.

E. References Relating to the Constructloh, Selection
and Use of Educational Simulations and Games In
Economics and the Soclal Sciences

General Descriptions and Discussions

Abt, Clark C., Serious Games: The Art and Science of Games that Simulate

Life. New York: Viking Press, 1970. v
This book is written for the lay public in an effort to explain the uses of
educational games and simulations. It concentrates almost exclusively
on the work done by the Abt organization. The book contains a series of
anecdotes and suggestions but has no bibliography or references.

Abt, Clark C., “*“Why Educational Games Win Converts,” Nation's Schools.
80 (October 1967), 92-93 and 118. :
This article suggests that educational games and simulations may offer
achievement and motivation gains at costs less than those of alternative
instructional methods. Technigues are defined, examples are given, and
nypotheses are made suggesting why simulation games improve teaching
_efficiency. '

Baldwin, John D., “‘Influences Detrimental to Simulation Gaming,”" The
American Behavioral Scientist, 12 (July-August 1969), 14-21.
It is the premise of this article that students learn best from simulations
which require them to develop adaptive behavior appropriate to coping
with the simulated environment. The author contends that many educa-
tional simulations are biased by structural design or administrator
effects.

Beck, Isabel H., and Bruce -Monroe, “*Some Dimensions of Simulation,"
Educational Technology, 9 (October 1969), 45-50.

: This article explains how simulation has been utilized in operations

analysis, experimentation and training. Primary focus is given to educa-

tional simulations: how role-playing, games and simulation differ; and

to the advantages and disadvantages. of simulation as a method of

instruction.
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Bock, Barbara, “*Games as Teaching Tools,” Educate, 39 (September 1968),
27-31. '
This article offers a rationale for the use of games in the areas of the
social sciences and humanities.

Boocock, Sarane S., **Changing the Structure of Secondary Education with

Simulated Environments,” Educational Technology, 7 (February 1968), 3-6.
This article describes three structural defects in secondary education
that tend to discourage learning and discusses how simulation games can
directly attack these structural problems in the secondary classroom.

Boocock, Sarane S., and E. O. Schild, Editors, Simulation Games in Learn-
ing. Beverly Hills, Calif.: Sage Publications, 1968.
In this book the authors provide a **progress report on recent thinking
and findings™ in the area of simulation games used as teaching devices.
They collected a series of papers and research projects that represented
the state of the art at the time of publication. An extensive bibliography
is also provided.

Brodbelt, Samuel, **Simulation in the Social Studies: An Overview." Social
Education, 33 (February 1969), 176-173.
This review is one of five articles in the February 1969 issue of Social
Education on the use and effects of games and simulation in the social
studies. A special bibliography on simulation is presented at the end of
the section.

Carlson, Elliot, “*Games in the Classroom,” Saturday Review, 50 (April 15,
1967), 62-64 and 82-83.
The author gives a general description ot some of the games being used
in educational institutions. The Nova High Schoo! Academic Games
Project, Inter-Nation Simulation, the Carnegie Tech Business-Manage-
ment Game, among others, are described in detail.

Carlson, Elliot, Learning Througk Games. Washington, D.C.: Public Affairs

Press, 1969.
This book identifies how strategy games are being used by schools,
business firms, labor unions and others to achieve a wide range of objec-
tives. It provides information about the use of games as learning devices
at the elementary, secondary and college levels. Emphasis is placed on
how games permit both academically talented and slow learners to dis-
cover for themselves principles that govern social, political and eco-
nomic situations.

Chapin, June R., “Simulation Games,” Social Education, 32 (December
1968), 798-799 and 803.
This paper reviews the simulation games available for the socndl studies
and the status of research in the field.

Coleman, James S., *'Academic Games and Learning,” NASSP Bulletin, 52
(February 1968), 62 72.

This paper describes the umque attributes and objectives of academic
simulations. Specific attention is given to structure and goal formula-




tions. A simila: article describing the use of simulation games developed
at Johns Hopkins University can also be found in **Learning Through
Games,” NEA Journal, 56 (January 1967), 69-70.

Columbia Broadcasting System Films, Games Futurists Play. New York:
McGraw-Hill Book Co., Inc., 1968.
This 26-minute color film introduces viewers to the methods of role-
playing while trying to solve future social problems Viewers observe two
simulated situations.

DeKock, Paul, **Simulations and Changes in Racial Attitudes,” Social Edu-
cation, 33 (February 1969), i81-183.
This article describes an informal classroom study of student racial atti-
tudes and the impact of a simulation (Sunshine) on these attitudes.

Garvey, Dale M., “*Simulation, Role-Playing. and Sociodrama in the Social

Studies,”" The Emporia State Research Studies, 16 (December 1967), 5-34.
The author describes the classroom usefulness of simulation, role-play-
ing and sociodrama techniques for the social studies curriculum. This
publication also contains an annotated bibliography on the same topics
by Sancha K. Garvey.

Gillespie, Judith A., **Analyzing and Evaluating Classroom Games," Social

Education, 36 (January 1972), 33-42.
This article provides guidelines for teachers in deciding what games
should be used to teach students. The criteria or guidelines identify the
games’ problem, choices, moves, rules, organization, and conclusions as
crucial variables that can be analyzed and evaluated by the teacher in
making his or her judgment. The article explains the analysis in depth
and uses specific examples of how this analysis is applied to the evalua-
tion of a.game concerning voting behavior. (See page 29.)

Glazier, Ray, How to Design Educational Games. Cambridge, Mass.: Abt

Associates, Inc., 1969.
This concisely written manual is a step-by-step operating guide for po-
tential developers of educational games. It suggests priorities for plan-
ning and considerations for content and interaction objectives. The
booklet also gives a short explanation of learning theory as it relates to
teaching games, surveys some of the research in the field, and includes a
bibliography of games developed by Abt Associates, Inc.

Gordon, Alice Kaplan, Games for Growth: Educational Games in the Class-
room. Palo Alto, Calif.: Science Research Associates, 1970.
This book examines the origins of games and their current uses, It con-
tains specific descriptions of some available games, suggestions on how
to use them in classrooms, directions on designing games, and surveys
of current research in the field, and includes a current bibliography of
available games for use in secondary and elementary classes.

Guetzkow, Harold, Editor, Simulation in Social Science: Readings. Engle-
wood Cliffs, N.J.: Prentice-Hall, Inc., 1962.
o This volume consists of fourteen articles written on the use of *‘man,
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man/computer, and all-computer’ simulations in military and industrial
use as well as their use in economics, political science, psychology and
sociology.

Gunn, Angus, " Educational Simulations,” in Phillip Bacon, Editor, Focus on
Geography: Key Concepts and Teaching Strategies. Washington, D.C.:
National Council for the Social Studies, 1970.
This chapter describes simulations available for use in teaching high
school geography, reviews research on the effectiveness of educational
simulaticns, and summarizes the advantages and disadvantages of using
them as teaching techniques.

Haldi, John, and Harvey M. Wagner, Simulated Economic Models. Home-
wood, Ill.: Richard Irwin, Inc., 1963.
This book is an examination of how econcmic theory can be applied in a
realistic way to show students its usefulness. It is a book intended for
college instructors of economics who might wish to adopt existing
games, especially business-management games, for use in the college
classroom.

. Haley, Bernard F.. Experiments in the Teaching of Basic Economics. New

York: Joint Council on Economic Education, 1966.
This publication includes a section on games and simulations which
describes two macro simulation games developed by Herbert Fraser and
John A. Carlson for teaching economics at the college level. This dis-
cussion is also found in the American Economic Review, 57 (May 1967),
642-651.

Hogan Arthur J., “Simulation: An Annotated Bibliography,” Social Educa-
tion, 32 (March 1968). 242-244,
An annotated bibliography of the literature concermng the creation and
administration of educational simulation models of the social environ-
ment.

House, Peter, The Simulated City: The Use of Second Generation Gaming in

Studying the Urban Systent. New York: Pergamon Press, 1969. )
This booklet describes a number of new computer-assisted gaming tech-
niques as they might be used to identify uand solve urban environmental
problems. A similar discussion can also be found in **An Environmenial
Gaming-Simulation Laboratory,” Journal of the American Institute of
Planners, 35 (November 1969), 383-388.

Inbar, Michael, and Clarice S. Stoll, “*Games and Learning,” Interchange,
1{1970), 53-61.
The authors present a selected review of research pertaining to the effects
of natural and educational games on tke participants. They point out the
paucity of empirical {indings in comparison with the quantity and scope
of theoretical advances, and suggest lines of resesrch that seem poten-
tially fruitful.

Inbar, Michael. and Clarice S. Stoll, Eds.. Simulation and Gaming in Social
Qf"ences New York: The Free Press, 1972,



This book primarily deals with simulation and game design. It generally
describes the anatomy of simulation gaming from its origin to the
present. The design and construction phase is well described through
case studies of the actual construction process by well-known simulation
developers Additional design theory c.ompiemenls the case sludy dis-
cussions and facilitates personal game creation.

Ingraham, Leonard W., “Teachers, Computers, and Games: Innovations in
-the Social Studies.” Social Education, 31 (January 1967). 51-53,
This article suggests that computer simulations may make substantive
changes in the way our children are taught in school. Descriptions are
given of some simulations in economics developed by the Board of
Cooperative Educational Services.

Kaplan, Alice J.. and Martin S. Gordon, **A Critique of *“War or Peace™: A
Siinulation Game." Social Education, 31 (May 1967). 383-385.
This article describes some of the shortcomings of using games for fun,
rather than for educational purposes. It points out weaknesses of the
War or Peace game in its mode! and structure. which may lead students
to a distorted understanding of foreign relations.

Kardatzke, Howard, **Simulation Games in the Social Studies: The *Reality’
Issue,” Social Education, 33 (February 1969), 179-180.
This article responds to critics of simulation games who suggest students
acquire naive and erronecus concepts about social reality from such
exercises.

Klietsch, Ronald G.. An Introduction to Learning and I[nstructional Simula-
tions: A Curriculum Guideline. St. Paul: Instructional Simulations Inc..
1969,
This book gives a comprehensive discussion and analysis of the theories
behind and notions of educational gaming and simulation. Problems of
design. implementation, interaction and evaluation are described.

Klietsch, Ronald G., Fred B. Wiegman and Jim R. Powell, Editors, Direc-
tory of Educational Simulations, Learning Games, and Didactic Units. St.
Paul: Instructional Simulations, Inc.. 1969.
This directory includes an extensive annotated listing of materials in the
area of educational games and simulations.

Kraft, lvor, “Pedagogical Futility in Fun and Games?' NEA Journal, 56

(January 1967). 71-72. )
This article is a critique of claims made about the usefulness of simuia-
tion games in the social studies. It is suggested that this teaching tech-
nique is being applied to inappropriate subject matter, and that games
indoctrinate players to naive misconceptions.

Moskovis. L. Michael, “Simulation Revisited.” The Balance Sheet, 52 (No-
vember 1970), 104-106. ]
This article discusses how the use of behavioral objectives and simula-
, tion might improve instruction in business education courses.
¢ ‘
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Nesbitt, William A.. Simulation Games for the Social Studies Classroom
New York: The Forugn Policy Association, 1968.
This booklet introduces the social studies teacher to the classroom use
and design of education simulation games. It gives descriptions and
uses of a number of games—e.g., Empire, Market, and the Sumerian
Game.

Ochoa, Anna, "Simulation and Gaming: Simile or Synonym?" Peabody
Journal of Education, 47 (September 1969), 104-107.
In developing definitions and explanations for games and simulations,
the author suggests some useful criteria for evaluating the usefulness of
any particular exercise in the social studies classroom.

Persons, Edgar, *It's an Old Game in Vocational Agriculture,” American
Vocational Journal, 45 (September 1970), 34-36.
This article describes some of the simulations currently in use in the
field of vocational agriculture.

Raser. John R., Simulation and Society. Boston: Allyn and Bacon, 1969.
This book discusses the entire Tield of simulation. It deals with theoreti-
cal controversy. philosophical and methodological considerations,
research in the field. historical background of the subject. and the vari-
ous uses of simulation.

Rodgers, Theodore S., “Computer-Assisted Instruction (CAIl) and the
Teidching of Economics,™ in Keith G. Lumsden, Editor, New Developments
in the Teaching of Economics. Englewood Cliffs, N.J.: Prentice-Hall, Inc.,
1967.
This review article discusses alternative ways in which computer-assisted
instruction can be employed in the teaching of economics.

Rogers, Virginia M., and Marcella L. Kysilka, *Simulation Games: What
and Why?" Instructor, 79 (March 1970}, 94-93,
This article gives a description of the alternative uses of simulation
games in the elementary classroom.

Shaftel, Fannie R., and George Shalftel, Role-Playing for Social Values:
Decision-Making in the Social Studies. Englewood C|l“§, N.J.: Prentice-
Hall, Inc., 1967.
Although this book is mainly devoted to the educational use of role-
playing, it contains a chapter which discusses the use of models, simula-
tions and games in general. It also includes an extensive discussion on
teaching for values and attitudes in the social studies.

Shirts, R, Garry, “Simulations; Games, and Related Activities for Elemen-
tary Classrooms.” Social Education, 35 (March 1971), 300-304,
In this articie the author describes four clementary games (Queen Anne,
the NASA Game, Explorers, and the Community Land Use Game) and
makes several suggestions on how elementary teachers and students
could construct their own simulations.

"~ ~cial Studies Curriculum Center, Carnegie-Mellon University, The Market
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Game—Use of a Simulation Game. New York: Holt, Rinehart & Winston,
Inc., 1968.
This 30-minute black and white film demonstrates the inquiry method of
teaching social studies through the use of a simulation game from the
Holt Social Studies Curriculum, edited by Edwin Fenton.

Sullivan, James J., "The Economics Laboratory at UCSB,” Simulation and
Games, | (March 1970), 81-91.
A description of an economics laboratory which makes extensive use of
time-sharing computer systems in assisting students better to relate
economic theory to actual economic experiences: it allows them to for-
mulate their own economic modcels and to conduct simulation experi-
ences.

Tansey, P. J., and D. Unwin, Simulation and Gaming in Education. New
York: Barnes & Noble, 1969.
Various types of games and simulations are described and analyzed in
this book, as well as the advantages of simulation and the use of com-
puters to create and control simulation and gaming models.

This, Leslie E., “What is Simulation?" American Vocational Journal, 45
(September 1970), 20-22.
This article is a nontechnical explanation of simulation as a tedchmg
technique and as it can be applied to vocational education. :

Towler, John, Lisa Montgomery and Judi Ward, *Simulation Games; How
to Use,” Instructor, 79 (March 1970), 96-97.
Strategies and suggestions are offered to assist elementary teachers in
designing games for their courses or to adapt existing games for use in
their classrooms.

Twelker, Paul A.. A Basic Reference Shelf on Simulation and Gaming.
Monmouth, Oregon; Oregon State System of Higher Education, 1969.
This annotated blbllogmphy includes an extensive listing of the litera-
ture and organizations which deal with educational simulations and
games. For a more comprehensive bibliography by Twelker, see also
Instructional Simulation Systems: An Annotated Bibliography (Cor-
vallis, Oregon: Continuing Education Publications, 1969),

Twelker, Paul A., Instructional Simulation: A Research Development and

Dissemination Activity. Monmouth, Oregon: Oregon State System. of Higher

Education, 1969.
This report is the result of eighteen months of exploring issues in the
field of instructional simulation. It discusses alternative designs for
educational simulations and elaborates upon a thirteen-step design
model. School and nonschool uses and research implications are also
discussed. The thirteen-step design modef is also presented in *Design-
ing Simulation Systems,” Educational Technology 9 (October 1969),
64-70.

Wing, Richard L., The Production and Evaluation of Three Computer-Based
O 1omics Games for the Sixth Grade. Yorktown Heights, N.Y.: Board of
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Cooperative Educational Services, 1967.
This book gives an extensive description of the development ol three
computer-based games (Sumerian Game, Sierra Leone Game, and the
Free Enterprise Game). It contains a rationale, examines related
research, defines objectives and provides tests for evaluation. Detailed
bibliographics on computer-aided instruction and games are also
presented.

Youngers, John C., and John F. Aceti, Simulation Games and Activities for
Social Studies. Danville, N.Y .: Instructor Publications, Inc., 1969.
This booklet is intended for elementary teachers and contains descrip-
tions of the use of simulation games in the elementary classroom. Speci-
fied objectives and suggested activities are provided.

Zuckerman, David W., and Robert E. Horn, The Guide to Simulation
Games for Education and Training. Cambridge, Mass.: Information Re-
sources, Inc., 1970.
This guide contains annotated descriptions of over 400 simulations and
games for all fields and levels of education and training. Discussion as
to its preparation and rationale is given in “"What is It You Want to
Know,"” Media and Methods. 7 (October 1970), 42-44.

Classroom or Group Use Descriptions

Attiyeh, Richard E., " Policy Making in a Simulated Environment,” in Keith

G. Lumsden, Editor, Recent Research in Economics Education. Englewood

Cliffs, N.J.: Prentice-Hall, Inc., 1970.
This article explains and discusses the Macroeconomic Pollcy Game
developed by the author. The equations determining the model, the com-
puter program, and collegiate student behaviors are described in detail.
Suggestions for alternative classroom uses are also provided. For dis-
cussions of earlier work with this game, see F. T. Dolbear, R. Attiyeh
and W. C. Brainard, "*A Simulation Policy Game for Teaching Macro-
economics,” American Economic Review, 58 (May 1968): and Richard
Attiyeh, A Macroeconomic Model for the Classroom,” in Keith G.
Lumsden, Editor, New Developments in the Teaching of Economics
(Englewood Cliffs, N.J.: Prentice-Hall, Inc., 1967).

Boocock, Sarane S., **Using Simulation Games in College Courses,” Sir:ula-
tion and Games, | (March 1970), 67-77.
This article discusses the merits and alternative ways in which simula-
tion games have been used in classes on urban socnology and social

psychology.

Boot, J. C. G., “Management Games,” in Keith G. Lumsden, Editor, New
Developments in the Teaching ofEconomu's Englewood Cliffs, N.J.: Pren-
tice-Hall, Inc., 1967.
This article gives an extensive description of the collegiate use of two
computer-based management games.

, Bower, Richard S., *Computer Time-Sharing and the Teaching of Econom-
_lk“l‘cs," in Keith G. Lumsden, Editor, Recent Research in Economics Educa-




tion. Englewood Cliffs, N.J.: Prentice-Hall, Inc., 1970.
This paper describes the use of computer-assisted instructicn in the
teaching of college-level economics at Dartmouth College. A specific
description is given of the use of managerial economics simulations and
of two simulation games, GLOOM and MACRO.

Burgess, Philip M., Lawrence E. Peterson and Carl D. Frantz, **Organizing

Simulated Environments,” Social Education, 33 (February 1969), 185-193.
The purpose of this article is to provide some guidelines for the organiza-
tion and administration of games and simulations in the social studies.
The Inter-Nation Simulation is used as an example.

Cherryholmes, Cleo H., *Simulating Inter-Nation Relations in the Class-
room,” in James M. Becker and Howard D. Mehlinger, Editors, Interna-
tional Dimensions in the Social Studies. Washington, D.C.: National Coun-
cil for the Social Studies, 1968.
An explanation of the concept of social simulation is developed and is
illustrated with a description "of Inter-Nation Simulation. An earlier
article describing inter-Nation Simulation and its impact on students’
attitudes can be found in *Developments in Simulation of International
Relations in High School Teaching,”™ Phi Delta:Kappan, 46 (January
1965), 227-231.

Derell, Gene R., **Educational Games: Teaching a Strategy of Learning,”
The School Counselor, 16 (March 1969), 296-298.
This article gives a short description of how a school counselor might use
a simple game as a training device for students, planning successful stu-
dent strategies for school behavior and in achieving school rewards.

Gearon, John D., **Labor vs. Managem'ent: A Simulation Game,” Social
Education, 30 (October 1966), 421-422.
This article describes a role-playing simulation of a labor-management
problem.

Gearon, John D., **Simulation and Stimulation; Teaching Politics and Gov-
ernment in High School Social Studies,™’ Social Education, 32 (March 1968),
273-278 and 281. ‘
This article presents and discusses the use of a social studies simulation
entitled A Mayor for Mount Van Buren.

Gearon, John D., **War or Peace: A Simulation Game,” Social Education,
30 (November 1966), 521-522. )
This article describes the classroom use of a short international relations
game designed for ninth graders.

Guetzkow, Harold, et al., Simulation in International Relations: Develop-
ments for Research and Teaching. Englewood Cliffs, N.J.; Prentice-Hall,
Inc., 1963.

This book is an overview of how simulation can be used to study inter-
national relations. The essays are now somewhat dated but they contain
the most comprehensive description available concerning the use of
_Inter-nation Simulation for both research and teaching. -
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Guetzkow, Harold, Philip Kotler and Randall L. Schultz, Simulation in

Social and Administrative Science. Englewood Cliffs, N.J.: Prentice-Hall,

Inc., 1972.
In this volume the authors compile a series of overviews and case-
examples of simulation in social and administrative science. Essays on
general simulation models, theories and methods in a variety of fields
of social and administrative science are also included. Actual case-exam-
ples of simulation support the essays. These examples pertain to eco-
nomic decision-making, psychological behavior, political processes,
urban affairs and municipal budgeting.

Gunn, Angus M., Simulation: The Game of Section,” Social Education,
33 (February 1969), 193-194.
This article describes the classroom use of the game of Section, from the
National High School Geography Project.

Humphrey, ‘Doris J., “Review of Starpower,” Simulation and Games, 1
(December 1970), 449-456.
The author describes classroom use of and player reactions to the game
of Starpower.

Johnson, R. G., **Simulation Techniques in Career Development,” American
Vocational Journal, 45 (September 1970), 30-32.
This article describes how job experience simulation kits provide stu-
dents with opportunities to experience several difterent types of jobs.

Joseph, Myron L., **Game and Simulation Experiments,” The Journal of
Economtic Education, | (Spring 1970), 91-96.
This article gives a review of various experimental role-playing market
games at the college level. The rolc of the computer in such simulations
is also discussed.

Joseph, Myron L., and Phillip Saunders, “*Playing the Market Game,"” in
Keith G. Lumsden, Editor, Recent Research in Economics Education.
Englewood Clifts, N.J.: Prentice-Hall, Inc., 1970.
This article describes alternative strategies and techniques for maximiz-
ing the classroom effectiveness of the Wheat Market Game. For other
discussions and uses of this role-playing game, see Myron L. Joseph,
“Role Playing in Teaching Economics,” American Economic Review,
35 (May 1965), 556-565.

Kurfman, Dana G., and Ina M. Phillips, Using Simulation to Involve Stu-
dents. Boulder, Colorado: High School Geography Project, 1970.
This booklet is &« HSGP teacher training kit in the use of educational
games. Samples of games used in the HSGP are presented and discussed
to familiarize teachers with the use of such exercises.

Lee, Richard H., “*Cabinets in Crises,” Audiovisual Instruction, 14 (April
1969), 49-52.

This article discusses the experimental use and results of a simulation
game, Cabinets in Crises, in a five-part broadcast on educational tele-
vision. A similar experimental television project is also reported by the
same author in “The Most Dangerous Game: An Experiment in Viewer-




Responsive Television,” Audiovisual Instruction, 13 (May 1968), 473-
476.

Lumsden, Keith G:, *The Promises and Problems of Games and Simula-
tion,” The Journal of Economic Education, | (Spring 1970), 85-90.

: This review article discusses the impact of recent games in economic
education on the behavior, learning and attitudes of students at the col-
legiate level, The Wheat Market Game developed by Myron Joseph, the
Macroeconomic Policy Game developed by R. E. Attiyeh, et al., and the
microeconomic computer simulation games developed by Richard L.
Schmalensee are all reviewed and described in this article. A similar
review by Lumsden can also be found in Recent Research in Economics
Education (Englewood Clitfs, N.J.: Prentice-Hall, Inc., 1970).

Mauidment, Robert, and Russell H. Bronstein, Simwulation Games Design and
Implementation. Columbus, Ohio: Charles E. Merrill Publishing Co., 1973.
This book provides the reader with a concise description of the charac-
. teristics of simulation games. The authors provide a historical back-
ground for gaming and address themselves to the question of *What Is
"Learned Through Games?” An actual game, Pollution Control, is
included in the book and much of the book revolves around the game
spinning out a step-by-step, systematic approach to game processes,
intricacies and construction. :

Miller, Richard A., "“Oligopoly and Merger: A Simple Classroom Game,"”
The Journal of Economic Education, 2 (Spring 1971), 142-150.
This article explains the use of two games, Duopoly and Six Suppliers,
in teaching college students about fundamental business behavior in
oligopolistic markets. The games illustrate the oligopolistic character-
istic of “mutual interdependence.”™ The games and student reactions are
described in detail.

Nelson, Warren L., "Simulation Review: Ghetto,” Simulations and Games,

I (September 1970), 341-345, :

"~ This article describes the reactions of sixth-grade students und teachers
from inner city schools to the game Ghetto.

Radov, Karl, "Teaching Economics by Computer,” in Keith G. Lumsden,
Editor, New Developments in the Teaching of Econontics. Englewood Cliffs,
N.J.: Prentice-Hall, Inc., 1967.
This paper reports the use and applications of two computer-based
instructional programs developed and used at the University of-Califor-
nia, Irvine: Basic Economic Reasoning (a tutorial program) and The
Wheat Muarket (a simulation game).

Shelly, Ann C., “Total Class Development of Simulation Games,”™ Social
Education, 37 (November 1973), 687-689,

This article summarizes and evaluates a developmental model which

hus as its purpose the designing and validating of materials and proce-

dures for use in teaching groups of college students how to create origi-

nal simulation games. The author describes the *Model for Simulation

Game Development™ in detail and concludes from survey data that it

o has both the flexibility and structure necessary for classrooni use.
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CHAPTER I

Research on Instructional Games
and Simulations in the Social
Sciences and Economics

Chapter 11 is devoted to existing reseurch which has been designed to
establish the impuet of simulation games us @ teaching technigue. The
research studies reported in this chapter vary enormously in quality, scope,
design and findings.

Part A provides an overview of our present understunding ol the cogni-
tive and affective results of game usage. Possible gups in our understanding
of the learning impact of games are also identilied. Areus of needed research
are suggested. 4

Part B provides a complete listing and brief abstract of research studies
which have been carried out in the area of sociul seience simulutions and
games.

A. Reviewing the Literature: A Review of Research on
Instructional Games and Simulations in Social Science
and Economic Education*

Donald R. Wentworth
Darrell R. |__ewis

Few innovative teaching devices have held such amazing popnlar aceept-
ance as has the use of instructional games and simulations. They have been
used to teach groups as varied.as elementary students, business management
personnel, and generals. But for all their popularity, information is limited
concerning their effectiveness as teaching techniques. Although nearly fifty
studies currently exist which attempt to investigate the impact of educational
games and simulations, these studies vary enormously in quality, scope,
design, and findings,

*Adapted and reprinted with permission of the National Council for 1he Social Studics and
authors from the original article A Review of Rescarch on Instruetional Games and Simula-
tions in Social Studies Education,” Social Education, 37, No. 3 (May 1973), 432-439, Donald
R. Wentworth is Assistant Professor of Economics, Pacific Lutheran University: Durrell R.

l: l{TC\ is Professor of Economic Education, University of Minnesota,

: 61



Some of the researchers have enthusiastically endorsed such exercises as
*“an ideal method for modernizing the social studies curriculum in secondary
schools, . . . Simulation games can be one of the foundations for a truly vital-
ized educational system and . .. this technique, given the right conditions, can
make a profound contribution to the growth and devc.lopmenl of our young
people so that they can be better prepared for life in the modun world™ (Lee
& O’Leary, 1971, pp. 345-6).

Other writers have been more cautious in their support for the potential
of educational games and simulations.

If in reading this . . . the recader begins to develop the nagging suspicion
that our discussion is not a ringing endorsement of educational games and
simulations as the only answer to all teaching problems. his critical reading
antenna is working well. Although the exercises . . . are an extremely useful
and interesting part of a teaching-learning experience, they are not effective
without other curriculum support—i.e., other materials, other activities,
other media. and a well-prepared teacher. Préeliminary evaluations from
teacher-users indicate that the best exercises provide the most effective
teaching-learning experiences when used as part of a total curriculum
-plan (Lewis & Wentworth, 1971, p. 8).

While these two viewpoints are not completelv polarized, there appears to be
some troplcal atmosphere sepdmtmg, them

What is needed is a systematic review of the research conducted on the
effects of games and simulations as a basis for deciding whether the findings
confirm the assertions made about educational simulations and games. This
review article is an attempt to summarize the research that has been con-
ducted. generalize from the results, indicate particular costs and benefits
encountered when games and simulations are used, identify voids in the field,
and indicate some directions for future research.

Although most simulation games are designed to influence the cognitive,
attitudinal, and behavioral characteristics of participants, most of the
research dealing with such exercises have investigated or focused only on
aspects of one or two of these variables. Consequently, the available research
can be classified into six categories having to do with the investigation of:
(1) the feasibility of using simulations or games in current educational institu-
tions: (2) personal characteristics of the participants as variables related to
their performance in such exercises; (3) student behaviors, strategies, or

_interactions during participation in such exercises: (4) the use of learning
games to teach skills of thinking: (5) the impact of games and simulations on
other cognitive learning; and (6) the impact of such exercises on the partici-
pants’ interests and attitudes. In the first part of this article, studies in these
six categories will be reviewed and discussed. Then, some conclusions will be
drawn about the effects on cognitive learning, attitudes, and behavior, and
some implications for future research will be suggested.

The Use of Learning Games in Current Institutional Structures
Many early developers of games and simulations were concerned that
such techniques would be directly contrary to established patterns of teaching
and would require behavior unacceptable in public schools. Two studies
(Mountain, 1960: Shirts & Sprague, 1966) investigated the merits of this
apprehension.
@  Mignonette Mountain (1960) sent one hundred educational games to
ERIC
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several public school teachers to use and evaluate, A subjective questionnaire
was then completed by the teachers. The results indicated that the teachers
thought: (1) educational games can serve as useful teaching aids in intro-
ducing and reinforcing knowledge. attitudes, and skills in language arts,
arithmetic, and social science: (2) they can be used effectively in grades one
through twelve: and (3) they can motivate the interests of the students. The
credibility of this study is strained, however, because the reliability or validity
of the tests was not checked and the teacher participants were not selected
randomly. Few controls were used in the study, and several biases were obw-
ous in the data collection.

Shirts and Sprague (1966) conducted a similar study: (1) to investigate if
educational games could fit within the time, space. administrative, and cur-
riculum constraints ol the schools: and (2) to develop hypotheses about the
use, effects, and potentiality of such exercises in school systems, Few research
controls were established and most of the results reported were subjective,
They found that teachers thought that games were potentially important
means (o help students become active, interested learners,

Most other studies have merely assumed that such educational exercises
could operate within institutional constraints, and little evidence has been
found to dispute or reinforce this assumption.

Personal Characteristics

Only five studies (Allen, Allen, & Miller, 1966; Fletcher, 1968: Ander-
son, 1969: Wing, 1966: Wentworth, 1972) have tried to investigate the rela-
tionship of the pérsonal characteristics of the pdrtlcnpanls to success in
games and simulations.

A study by Wing (1966) on the use of a computer game at the sixth-
grade level reported that students could use and understand a computer game
without difficulty. Student competence with the computer did not appear to
be correlated with a student’s sex or ability level.

Allen and his associates (1966) investigated the differences in success
experienced by students of different sexes in a game called WFF'N PROOF.
They found that although boys gained more knowledge from the experience,
girls could match their performance by retaking the test given at the end of
the experiment. This result could not be explained and does arouse some
suspicion about the results of the experiment.

Fletcher (1968), focusing on elementary students participating in a social
studies game, found that boys usually out-performed girls in game play (i.c.,
they achieved the most points in the game): but independent cognitive tests
indicated that girls learned just as much as boys. This report conflicts with a
study conducted by Anderson (1969) in which a learning game was found to
be more effective in teaching content to boys. Fletcher also found that the
ability level of the students made little difference in game performance, al-
though on independent cognitive tests brighter students performed better
than lower ability students. Wentworth (1972) found no differences in per-
formance between junior coliege males and females.

The available sketchy information and confusing results indicate that
this is a fertile area for further investigation. Most educational research has
assumed that educational methods have the same impact on all students. In
reality some methods of instruction may be optimal for some students and
detrimental to the learning of others. It is important to determine whether the
rerm'nve and negative results of participation in learning gdmes and simuta-
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tions are associated with a student’s age, sex, verbal ability, emotional make-
up, social bdckground economic status and a host of other chamctenstncs
that identify the uniqueness of an individual.

Student Behaviors, Strategies, and Interactions
Exhibited During Game Participation

Studies falling into this third category were concerned with the learning
processes encouraged by participation in learning games. Games and simula-
tions have been identified as valuable learning experiences because they pro-
vide a setting in which students are allowed to try out behavior, to learn from
experience, to predict consequences, and to use feedback to achieve goals.
Such experiences may be regarded as poignant, important, and educational;
yet research in this area which might support these contentions has been
superficial and confusing.

In a recent study, Feldmiller (1970) recorded, coded, and categorized
the verbal behavior of participants in a home economics simulation game -
entitled Choice and Chance. She found that participants tended to ask more
procedural and directional questions at the beginning of the simulation.
These types of questions gradually decreased over time, At the same time,
statements and questions referring to the situation, the real world, and par-
ticular concepts increased. Lastly, participants began to show greater inde-
pendence from instructor direction as they became more familiar with the
‘simulatior, Although this study utilized reasonable controls in the collection
and analysis of data (although participants were not randomly chosen), the
value of its conclusions was never adequately discussed, not going beyond the
obvious.

With mixed success, other studies have tried to identify important
behaviors stimulated by participation in games. McHenry (1969) investi-
gated the effect of the exercise Life Career on students’ interests. He hy-
pothesized that students would become more interested in possible careers
and make appointments to see counselors about such cireer options. In other
words, the experience might stimulate a self-referral process in career educa-
tion. His results did not support this hypothesis. Livingston (1970a) hy-
pothesized that games and simulations could serve as advanced organizers for
students and thus facilitate their learning. Again, the results did not support
the hypothesis. Wentworth (1972) investigated changes in student verbal
behaviors while they participated in the game Marketplace. The Reciprocal
Category System was used to identify the affective climate in the classroom
and it was found that student responses to each other became more positive,
cooperative, and reinforcing while the students pdrucnpdted in the learning
game. The Equivalent Category System was used to measure the level of cog-
nitive thinking during game participation. It was found that students exhib-
ited verbal responses of a memory-recall nature about 85% of the time, both .
during game participation activities and other class activities. The learning
game did not encourage participants to exhibit verbal behaviors that evi-
denced convergent, divergent, or evaluative thinking.

One of the more interesting studies in this area was conducted by Inbar
(1966). He identified three factors which might influence participants and
account for the differential impact of a game on members of a set of players.
These factors were: (1) variations in the players’ personal characteristics; (2)
differences in their predispositions toward the playing of a game; and (3)
@ ""fferences in the characteristics of the groups of which they were members.
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He found that the major factors related to participant behavior were the
characteristics of the group, particularly group size. He also found that pre-

" dispositions toward game playing were correlated with the -overall impact
of the game. McFarlane (1970) attempted to measure the differential impact
of playing the Parent-Child Game on students ol different racial heritage
and social class backgrounds. He found no significant differences in per-
formance between diftereat racial and socio-economic groups.

The Parent-Child Game was used by Schild (1970) to identify variables
crucial to winning in game play. He maintained that previous research in
games and simulations was inadequate because it measured the wrong vari-
ables: most of the previously measured variables were unrelated to behaviors
needed for winning. He suggested that simulations shape student behavior by
reinforcement (winning) and that this is how games should be evaluated—
i.e.. does the simulation or game set up contingencies which reinforce effec-
tive strategies for successtully competing in the game? He used four groups
of secondary and college students to play the Parent-Child Game and found
consistency from group to group in the type of strategy used by players to win
the game. He concluded that the behavior of players was shaped by the struc-
ture and rules of the game. rather than other influences, and that strategies
learned in one game transfer to another.

A study by Fletcher (1968) is closely related to Schild’s work. By sys-
tematically varying the feedback system and the apparent goal in the games
used, he tested how elementary studens fearn content from games. He found
that increasing the difficulty of the goual had only a marginal effeet on student
cognitive learning. Reviewing the feedback from previous plays had a posi-
tive effect on student learning of content although it did not improve player
performunce in the game or in their choice of playing strategies,

A more recent attempt to deline the crucial kKey variables to measure
educational outcomes ol game play was conducted by Fletcher und Dobbins
(1970). Ability to make accurate predictions was the important dependent
variuble tested. The impact of repeated plays of a particular game on this
student characteristic was investigated. The results indicated that the experi-
mental group. which participated in a number of repeated plays. made more
accurate predictions than did the control group.

Some positive results have been obtained by Schild (1970) and Fletcher
and Dobbins (1970). However. these studies need replication. Also. other
promising variables must be more precisely identiticd and observed through
controlled testing before adequate generalizations can be formed concerning
the impact of learning gumes on student variables related to the process of
fearning. '

Teaching Skills of Thinking
The effect of learning games on student skills has been largely ignored. .

The two exceptions to this statement are studies by Riegel (1969) and Garvey
and Seiler (1966). Both studies measured the impact of game participation on
student critical thinking skills. Riegel compared an experimental class using
The Economic Decision Games with a control class learning economics via a
lecture-discussion method of instruction, Students® critical thinking skills in
both classes were measured by the Watson-Glaser Critical Thinking Ap-
praisal. No significant differences were found on the pre--and post-test scores
of the two groups. but it was determined that the experimental group had a
significantly greater retention of critical thinking skills. There was no satis-
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factory explanation for this result, and the conclusion certainly invites doubt
until the study is replicated.

In the teaching of international relations to high school students, Gar-
vey and Seiler compared experimental classes using an adapted version of the
Inter-Nation Simulation exercise with control classes employing convention-
al lecture-discussion methods, Students” skills in both groups were measured
by the Watson-Glaser Critical Thinking Appraisal and the Cornel} Critical
Thinking Test. The study provided little evidence to support the hypothesis
that the use of simulations in conjunction with other teaching techniques
enhances the ability of the student to acquire more factual and conceptual
knowledge or to think eritically. In fact, the study indicated that the control
sumple performed better on most tests than did the experimental sample.

Further investigation of the influence of game play on student skills is
clearly needed. Games and simulations may help students learn to acquire
information through listening, reading, and observation. Game play may
require students to practice skills of organizing and evaluating information.
Student oral skills may become more accurate because of greater practice
and personal involvement. Games and simulations may have great potential
for developing student academiic skills, just as simulation exercises have
excellent records in teaching astronauts how to manipulate space eraft. How-
% ever, the rescarch to date has not confirmed these assertions,

The Impact of Games on Other Cognitive Learning

Most of the studies in the area of games and simulations have coneen-
trated on the cognitive and affective results of student participation in learn-
ing games. In the cognitive area there has been some conflicting evidence
about student achievement. Usually fearning games and simulations have
been found o be neither significantly better nor worse than other learning
experiences in their impact on student achievement as evidenced by paper and
peneil test scores. Six studies (Allen, Allen & Miller, 1966; Monroe. 1968;
Wentworth, 1972; Duke, 1964; Buker, 1966 Boocock, 19606) stuand as excep-
tions to this generalization. Two of these studies (Monroe, 1968: Wentworth,
1972) found that students in experimental groups involving game play scored
lower on content than did students in control classes who had not used fearn-
ing games. Monroce found that lectures were more effective in teaching theory
and that a game was more effective in teaching system dynamics. Wentworth
found that the use of the learning game Marketplace in a junior college intro-
ductory ceonomics course resulted in a significant retardation of student
learning of economics.

Allen and his associates {1966) found that students using the WFF'N
PROOYF game scored significantly better on a test devised by the author than
did a control group of students. A suspicion of possible developer bias is
suggested by some confusing results from the study. In addition, a study by
Bowen (1969} contradicted the findings in the Allen study. Bowen used the
WFEF'N PROOF game, as did Allen and his associates, with fourth-grade
honor students and found no significant difterence in mathematical per-
formance in the students who used the exercise and those who did not. The
failure to replicate the carlier study’s results suggests that lurther inquirv is
nceded betore any m.m.mh/uuons can be made dholli the game’s elfee-
tiveness.

Baker (1966) studied the performance of students in « history course. He
found the experimental group participating in a history game performed bet-
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ter on content tests than did the control group, but his study also appears to
contain considerable bias, The rescarcher taught both the control and experi-
mental groups himself, developed the measuring instrument. and used an
exercise which was not representative of the exercises usually considered part
of this ficld. The students were involved in a long-term role-playing situation
rather than an actual game or simulation,

Stadsklev (1969) ran an experiment similar in research design to the
study conducted by Baker. Stadsklev’s analysis found no slynhcanl differ-
ences in cognitive gains between students in the control and treatment groups.
Although this study was not an attempt to replicate the Baker study, it was
similar in design. operation. implementation. and duration. The findings
suggest the results of the Baker study should be viewed with caution.

The studies by Duke (1964) and Monroe (1968) found positive results
for game participation, but the research designs sufter from inadequate con-
trols. The Duke study used a “home bred™ testing instrument which was not
subjected to validity or reliability tests. This suggests that a developer bias
may be present. and the validity of his positive results is questionable. The
Monroe study was marred by a haphazard selection of participants and by
subjective testing. His rgsults should not be taken serivusly until the Imdm;:s
are replicated.

An imaginative zmd complicated study by Boocock (1966) utilized a re-
scarch design with greater controls than the previously mentioned studies.
She used commerciadly available gumes. determined the reliability and
validity of the measuring instruments, and provided a control group-experi-
mental group comparison. It was an experiment which could be replicated
by another researcher. Boocock collected data from experiments with seven
different games using her own tests of student learning. The experiment was
conducted during a 4-H convention using the students attending the conven-
tion as the population for study. Participant responses to pre- and post-tests
of learning were compared and Boocock concluded that the study provided
empirical evidence for four general types of positive learning: (1) inducement
to student motivation and learning: (2) vicarious experience: (3) intellectual
learning: and (4) changes in student attitudes. Boocock™s conclusions must
be taken with caution. The tests used were of her own construction. the data
were collected from a sample of 4-H convention participants (which may
reflect a population bias in favor of high ability students). the experimental
design involved an unusual form of control group comparison. and her con-
clusions were somewhat speculative. Still. this study is one of the better
research efforts availuble in the field.

A number of carly studies tried to be quite specific in their testing of
student cognitive learning by using multiple-choice tests of content under-
standing. Garvey and Seiler (1966) compared the fuctual and conceptual
knowledge high school students learned by playving Inter-Nation Simulation
as opposed to conventional lecture-discussion techniques. Robinson, Ander-
son, Hermann, and Snyder (1960) tried an experiment with a similar research
design involving college students. while Targ (1967) used clementary students
with a modified version of the Iater-Nation Simuldation. All three studies
reported no significant differences in. student learning between the experi-
mental and control groups. But they all used instruments developed by the
rescarchers themselves. This makes it difficult for anyone to attempt a repli-
cation of these studies, If instruments were used that were more readily avail-
"h'c to the general public, more efforts of replication might be dtlcmptgd
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Studies frequently seem 1o come up with results unigue to the particular time,
place, and population. and the tests used may be 2n important factor.

‘ Boags (1970). Hart (196Y). Newtield (1969). and Cordtz (1969) ran
studies at the collegiate level using simulation exercises in a variety of
courses. Each studs used non-standardized testing instrunients and inade-
quate experimental controls to measure student Jearning, and the results
demonstrated no significant ditterences i student cognitive performance.

Chartier {1972) used (guaime Generation Gap with undergraduate stu-
dents in an introductory txs Lo investigate the cognitive impact of
combining & simulation ga ¥ what the author deseribed as “instru-
mented discussion.”™ He touk tferenves between the level of cognitive
learning in the experimental (a0 control groups. Thompson (1968) conducted
4 study on the effect of computer gaming on student performance in junior
college cconomics courses. He found no significant results on student cogni-
tive performance, but his use of statistical analysis was unusual and quite
useful. Most studies in the field of games and simulations have used the t-test
to determine the significance of differences in student performance. Thomp-
son used multiple regression analyvsis in his study. With this technique, the
researcher can hold constant other factors (such as age. prior background,
and ability level) while measuring the relationship of the experimental vari-
able (game participation versus nonparticipation) to the cognitive per-
formance of students. This technigue gives greater precision and predictive
power to the findings of the investigation than does t-test analysis.

Emery and Enger (1972) also used the multiple regression method of
statistical analysis. They found that a computer gume used to help teach
introductory ceonomics was significantly related 1o student achievement and
interests. Their findings must be viewed cautiously. however, because of the
small sample used in the study .- ,

The efficiency of using a computer game to teach was also investigated
by Wing (1966). Although he Tound that using computer gaming techniques
did not increase the cognitive jearning of sixth-grade students, he did tind that
students in the experimental group using the computer attained approximate-
ly the same amount of fearning in half the time needed to teach that informa-
tion by conventional classroom instruction. These may be significant findings
for the field of simulation and gaming but, again, replication is needed before
anyone should make large-seale curriculum decisions involving such high-
cost technology.

There are several other studies which have used simulations or games to
teach economie eoncepts to participants. Anderson (1969) conducted a study
comparing the performanee of a high sehool class in consumer economics
taught with simulation with that of another class taught the same information
using leeture-discussion teaching techniques. He found no statistically sig-
nificant differences in knowledge for the two groups. Cohen (1970) ran
similar study. but with fewer design controls, and also reported no significant
differences in student performance. Dooley (1969) compared performances
between fourth-grade students taught using the Market Game und students
taught by the lecture method. Although the adjusted mean score of the
experimental group was higher, the difference was not statistically signifi-
cant. The same conclusion was reached by Riegel (1969) in his study of
twelfth-grade students in an economics course.

The review of the research to this point suggests the conclusion that

@ nes and simulations have little measurable impact on student cognitive
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learning when compared with other teaching techniques. Moreover, nearly
all of the studies reviewed have research design limitations. This limitation
involves population selection. test construction and validation. inadequate
controls in the research design. and limited statistical analysis of the data. It
would be unwise to draw any tirm conclusions about the impact of learning
games on student learning from the research to date.

The Impact of Learning Games on Participants’ Interests and Attitudes

Educational games and simulations seem to have had their greatest im-
pact in the area of affective learning. Most researchers have reported positive
student response after participating in a simulation or game.

Early studies relied on subjective evaluations to measure students” affec-
tive learning, Garvey and Sciler (1966) used Inter-Nation Simulation with
high school students and reported high student interest.and response. al-
though this was an informal observation rather than a conclusion drawn from
empirical data. Cohen (1970), Dooley (1969). and Wing (1966) all reported
similar results drawn from subjective observation. Cordtz (1969) evaluated a
simulation game used in o graduate course in American studies and found,
based on a questionnaire issued by the instructor. that the students in the
experimental class expressed higher preference for the course and content.
Lloyd (1970) used this same form of data collection in his attempt to measure
the effect of simulation on college student attitudes, but his study had no
conclusive results. In the above cases, interest was assessed by casual obser-
vation or subjective written evaluations. No attempt was made to obtain
objective data.

In two studies, attitude scales were developed as instruments to measure
changes in student attitudes towurd learning games as classroom activities.
Baker (1966) and Stadsklev (1969) pre- and post-tested their students with
attitude scales and found significant differgnces in student attitudes toward
learning, favoring the simulation classes. These studies did obtain data in a
more objective manner than the previously mentioned studies, but no at-
tempts were made to verify validity or reliability of the instruments.

These seven studies tried to measure the students’ attitudes toward the
techniques of gaming and simulations as learning experiences, Other studies
have attempted to measure changes in student attitudes toward particular
subject or interest areas influenced by game participation. Livingston (1970b)
conducted a study investigating student attitudes toward the poor, and devel-
oped a pre- and post-questionnaire to measure such a change. He found that
students® attitudes were significantly more favorable towird the poor after
they played the exercise Ghetto, but he also found a significant decline of
student interest in the subject of poverty. Livingston (1970a, 1972) conducted
two other studies to determine the impact of a simulation game on motiva-
tion and political attitudes of junior high school students. He obtained no
significant results, except that students became more tolerant of political
logrolling.

Four studies have been conducted which either used or modified an
available attitude measure. Hart (1969) used a semantic differential attitude
scale to test for differences in the polarization of attitudes of coilege students
in political science after they had participated in a simulation (experimental)
or a lecture (control) course in political science. He found no significant
differences between groups in degree of polarization of attitudes. Clarke

@ '170) used a similar instrument to evaluate students' reactions to a simu-
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lated national political convention. He reported positive reactions to the
experience, but no statistical analysis was described. Wentworth (1972) used
a semantic differential to measure the attitudes of students toward econom-
“ics and the instructional process. No relationship was found between par-
ticipation in the learning game Marketplace and student ratings of econom-
ics or the instructional process.

Two studies (Boags, 1970: Stahl, 1970) used the Moods Adjective
Checklist to measure attitudes and attitude change. Boags (1970) attempted
to measure change in selected affective factors when students participated in
a simulation game. He placed social work graduate students into one of two
settings. one competitive and the other cooperative. He found greater positive
change in the affective orientation of students in the cooperative setting than
the competitive one. Stahl (1970) tried to determine how the mode ol presen-
tation affected students’ affective reactions to the resolution of simulated
problems He found that greater visual media use is more effective in affect-
ing positive attitude LhdnLC in students than using simulations with little or
no visual media.

Five other studies (Targ, 1967: DeKock, 1969; Corbin, 1971; Boocock,
1966: Vogel, 1970) were conducted in attempts to determine the impact of
playing a learning game upon specified social, political, or economic attitudes
of students. Targ (1967) studied the impact of playing an elementary Inter-
Nation Simulation exercise on national and international beliefs of students.
He found that students became more tolerant and positive in their beliefs
after they had been involved in the simulation, with the relationship less
strong for third-grade children than for sixth-grade children.

Vogel (1970) investigated sixth-grade students’ attitudes of political
efficacy. He found that students participating in a game entitled City Coun-
cil displayed significantly more positive attitudes of political efficacy when
compared to students who learned about city council work in a class using a
conventional strategy of instruction. DeKock (1969) investigated the impact -
of a simulation game dealing with racial problems (Sunshine) on student
racial attitudes. He developed a test to measure attitude change. The results
of his study suggest that there was a positive change toward tolerance and
acceptance of differences on the part of students who participated in the
game. The generalizability of this study is limited. however, because no con-
trol groups were used for comparison.

Corbin (1971) conducted a study evaluating a simulation game about
Southeast Asia and found it had little effect on the political, social, and eco-
nomic attitude of ninth-grade students. A contrast to this study was one
conducted by Boocock (1966) to test the effects of a computer election game
on student interest and learning. She found that the exercise had no signifi-
cant impact on the learning of factual materials by students, but students’
attitudes toward politicians dnd political roles in society were altered in a
positive direction.

Again it must be emphasized that most of these researchers drew con-
clusions from data obtained by instruments of their own devising and which
were not validated or proven reliable. The research on attitudes leaves us in
a paradoxical situation:-It demonstrates the most promising research results
to date, but most of the findings cannot be generalized beyond the situation
lhdl was investigated.
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Summary of Research on Learning Games

Two myjor reviews (Cherryholmes, 1966: Fletcher, 1971) have been con-
ducted on the research dealing with simulation and gaming in education.
After criticizing the six available studies, Cherryholmes could only conclude
that students participating in a learning game or simulation enjoyed such
exercises more than conventional classroom activities. Research to that time
did not reveal any other advantages for games and simulations over alterna-
tive teaching techniques or media.

The volume of research in the field has expanded considerably since
Cherryholmes® article, yet the quality of the research available has not im-
proved particularly. Fletcher (1971) was quite critical of the available re-
search in the field. He cited four interrelated reasons why research in the field
of games and simulations is still in its infancy stage: (1) there is a lack of
stundardized, workable games: (2) existing games vary enormously in objec-
tives, structure, level of sophistication, subject matter, complexity of tasks,
and variety of interactions required of participants: {3) most games are not
adequate models of social reality: and (4) there is lack of agreement on
appropriate administrative procedures when games are used for learning
experiences,

Fleteher concluded that most research with games has been of a “shot-
gun™ nature, The research has consisted predominately of single studies on
particular games, each using its own battery of tests to measure different
sets of dependent and independent variables. This practice may explain why
there have been few attempts to replicate the lindings of previous rescarch,
Replication may be impossible,

This review reaflirms these evaluations of the research. Most of the re-
search which has been accomplished in the field is suspect because of inade-
quate testing procedures and research design, use of unsophisticated statis-
tics, and inability to determine important variables,

What conclusions can be drawn about simulation games as teaching
devices? First, they do not appeuar to have any clear advantage in teaching
content to students. If content fearning is the major instructional goal, then it
appears that other activities and techniques such as lectures, programmed
learning. reading, or intensive group practice in information gathering and
recall may be equally or even more effective.

Sceond, games dnd simulations appear to have a positive influence on
student attitudes. However, this may be due more to the novelty and quality
of each exercise than any other fuctor. A boring game is just as educationally
useless as a boring book or lecture.

Third, games and simulations appear to be influential in encouraging
students to become more actively involved in the learning process. A teacher
trying to involve students in learning can receive considerable aid from the
available simulations and games.

Needed Information
Many people may be of the opinion expressed by Tansey (1973) that you
cannot judge the worth of simulations and games with statistics and evalua-
tions any more than vou cin judge the relative merits of Beethoven, Brahms,
or Picusso. Games and simulations may have been oversold as an educational
panacei. Some are very interesting exercises. Many are quite dull and super-
ficial. None of them are of the quality of Picasso's, Beethoven's, or Brahms®
work. But a stance which rejects the possibility of producing valid empirical

O
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data useful in judging an educational tool runs counter to the intellectual
commitments of modern science.

No doubt. more research of better quality is needed. research which
builds upon previous work done in the field and which is conducted in a sys-
tematic manner in a eontrolled setting, Both producers and consumers of
games and simulations need more information about the effects of partici-
pating in such activities. A number of unanswered questions remain: Do
females experience more or less suceess in these games than do males? What
relationships do age, maturity, and grade level have to the participants’ suc-
cess with different types of exercises? What unique behaviors are observed
when people participate in games and. simulations which do not oceur in
other types of learning activities? Does the level of cognitive functioning
among participants of a game or simulation change at various stages in the
exercise? 11 so, why and when? Do students who are usually leaders in class-
room activities also dominate game situations or do new leaders emerge?
Do any of the answers to these questions change when a cooperative setting
for the game is used instead of a competitive setting? Can simulations and
games help teach students skills of critical thinking and problem solving?

It must be mentioned that muceh of the research available has probed
convenient questions rather than questions important to users and developers.
Consequently, most investigations have been too limited in scope. Any
change or innovation in educational technique has some costs and benefits.
Games may reduce student content fearning (eost). but improve attitudes and
stimulate independent learning behavior (benefits). Such tradeotts should
be investigated. but most research to date has been too narrowly focused to
assist. Only one study (Wentworth, 1972) has tried to measure the broad
impact of a simulation game. This study involved the measurement ol atti-
tudinal, cognitive, and behdvioral variables, but it also needs replication
and supportive researeh,

Finally, it must be recognized that paper and pencil tests may have
limited measurement eapabilities for investigations conducted on games and
simulations. The purpose of any game or simulation is T place a student
in an artificial environment, an environment he must fearn to understand in
order to be suceesstul in it. Learning to cope with this new environment in-
volves a process of learning. The participant is asked to observe the behaviors
of others, decide on a course of action, learn from the consequences of an
action, and change his behavior in accordance with what he or she has
fearned. It is extremely difficult for that “process™ to be tested with a
paper and pencil test given ut the end of the experience. The “process™ vari-
ables should be identified and investigated. Such variables may involve the
tevel of hostility or acceptanee found in the verbal behavior of participants,
“the level of thinking exhibited by partieipants, or the relationship of non-
verbal behavior to other participant actions. Such information could help
reveat what students do when they are learning. The weakness of paper and
pencil tests is that they measure secondary data of a statie nature, They tell
us what students have learned. This past tense form of information tells us
little about how the learning environment can be manipulated to maximize
student achievement and understanding.

Muny observation instruments are now available to test identifiable
learning behaviors. Observation analysis instruments have excellent potential
for providing investigators with reliable and important data on the effects of

& rning games and simulations. Using these instruments, researchers can
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measure social-emotional climate, hostility, level of thinking, verbal and non-
verbal behavior, frequency of participant interaction, and a variety af other
variables to use in evaluating the usefulness of mstrucuonal games and almu-

lations. R

In conclusion, it is the thesis of this article that most of the research
conducted to date on games and simulations has obscured rather than clari-
fied our knowledge about games and simulations. Rescarch identifying be-
havioral variables and using more careful controls and more sensitive instru-
ments must be conducted and replicated before the field of games and simula-
tion research can move out ol its infancy stage. Such research with a broader,
more imaginative perspective would surely be of great value to everyone con-
cerned with the use of games and simulations in the classroom.
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B. identifying the References: A Survey of Research Com-
pleted in the Area ot Social Science Simulations and
Games

Allen, Layman E., Robert W. Allen and James C. Miller, **Programmed
Games and the Learning of Problem Solving Skills: The WFF'N PROOF
Example,” The Journal of Educational Research, 55 (September 1966), 22-
25. '
This study examined whether learning a game like WFF'N PROOF
aided in the development of more general problem-solving skills. The
California Test of Mental Maturity was used as a pre- and postinstru-
ment. As compared with a control group of junior high school students,
the experimental group experienced a highly significant change in the
mean, nonlanguage 1Q score. A (-test analysis was the statistical tech-
nique employed. An analysis of differences between boys and girls indi-
cated that virtually all of the main experimental differences were
contributed by boys but that by simply retaking the test the girls changed
almost as much as the boys changed from exposure to the logic games.
This result could not be explained.

Anderson, Charles R., The Effectiveness of a Simulation Learning Game in
Teaching Consumer Credit to Senior High School Students in Comparison to
a Conventional Approach to Instruction. Doctoral Dissertation, University
of Maryland, 1969.
This study experimentally tested whether a simulation learning game
might be a more effective learning experience than conventional class-
room approaches in communicating factual information. Student acqui-
sition of some specilically defined bzhaviors that might be generalized to
a comparable real-life situation were also tested. Scores and ratings be-
tween control and experimental groups were tested for significance by
analysis of variance and covariance. No significant differences were
found except that the simulation learning game was more effective with
males. This study is also described in Simulation and Games, | (March
1970), 43-53.

Baker, Eugene H., A Comparative Study of Textbook and Simulation

Approaches in Teaching Junior High School American History. Doctoral

Dissertation, Northwestern University, 1966.
This study experimentally investigated any differences in cognition and
attitudes as a result of employing simulation and conventional methods
in teaching a junior high school American History course. Students were
randomly assigned to two experimental and two control classes. They
were: both pre- and posttested with attitude and cognitive instruments.
Employing analysis of variance and ¢-tests, the study indicated that there
were significant differences in both cognitive performance and attitu-
dinal change favoring the simulation classes.

1B'oags, William, A Comparison of Affective Reaction and Cognitive Learn-
<
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ing of Pdrnupants in a Simulation-Game Experience. Doctoral Dissertation,

b\ racuse University, 1970,
This study dm_mptcd to examine change in selected affective factors
which fearners bring to a simulation game situation and to measure any
relationship between affective orientation and cognitive learning in this
setting, The study included 56 graduate students in social work educa-
tion who were randomly assigned to two treatment groups: one group in
a competitive setting. the other played a “solitary™ version, The partici-
pints weve pre- and posttested on course material and with the Moods
Adjective Checklist. Statistical analysis showed u significant gain in
achievement for all participants, but no significant difference in achieve-
ment between groups. However, subjects who participated in the indi-
vidualized noncompetitive version of the gane evidenced greater chunge
in alfective orientation than subjects who participated in competition
with each other.

Boocock. Sarane S..Effects of an Election Campaign Game in Four High

School Classes. Unpublished paper, Department of Social Relations. Johns

Hopkins University, 1963.
This study utilized a man-computer election game in selected high school
classes to determine whether participation in the game would improve
student learning. The study indicated no significant effect on the learning
of fuctual material by students. Student interest remained high, and stu-
dent attitudes were altered toward politicians and political roles in
society. Students tended to reflect a more realistic attitude toward poli-
tics after participating in the game. ‘

Boocock. Sarane S.. The Effects of Games with Simulated Environments

Upon Student Lcarnlng Douor.ll Dissertation, Johns Hopkins University.

1966, '
This study reviewed the problcrm of doing experimental research on new
educational technigues in general and with simulation ¢ guames in particu-
lar. Data from experiments with seven different gdmu were examined.
These studies provided empirical evidence of four general types of learn-
ing effects: (1) inducements to student motivation and learning: (2)
vicarious experience: (3) intellectual learning: and (4) changes in student
attitudes. There also existed evidence to suggest that performance in
games is not related to performance on standardized tests. The results of
this study are also reported in part in The American Behavioral Scien-
tist, 10 {October 1966); S()cm/ogv of Education, 39 (Summer [1966):
und in Simulation Games in-Learning, edited by Sarane S, Boocock and
E. O. Schild.

Bowen: James J.. The Use of Games as an Instructional Media, Doctoral
Dissertation, University of California. Los Angeles, 1969.
This study experimentally evaluated the cognitive effectiveness of the
WHFE'N PROOF game as an instructional medium exercise employed
with fourth-grade honor students. The degree of proficiency in mathe-
matical logic was determined by pre- and posttests which were specially
constructed for this study. A /-test determined no significant ditference.

Calkins., Ralph N.. A Computerized Model of Exchange as an Aid to
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Teaching Price Theory,” The Journal of Economic Education, | (Spring
1970), 97-103.
- This study evaluated the effectiveness of a computer-assisted instruction-
al model of exchange as an aid to teaching students in college economices.
In a specially constructed test, postscores for the control group were
significantly below those for the experimental group. Exposure to the
computer model seemed to be the best explanation of the superior per-
formance of the experimental group although there were other variables
influcneing the results.

Chartier, Myron Rayvmond. An Experimental Study of the Effeet of a Simu-

lation Game and Instrumented Discussion Upon the Learning Outeomes of

Subjeets. Doctoral Dissertation, University of Denver, 1971,
The purpose of this study was to investigate the effeets of four educa-
tional methods involving various combinations of simulation and dis-
cussion upon the learning outcomes of subjeets. The participants were
randomly scleeted undergraduates from the introductory speeeh com-
munication courses ut the University of Denver. The subjects were sys-
tematically assigned to one of four experimental conditions: simulation
with discussion, simulation without discussion, discussion without
simulation, or individual study. At the completion of their exposure to
one of the four experimental treatments the learning impacet of the
subjeets” experience was measured through an achievement test and a
Satisfaction in Response Rating Seale. It was found that subjects who
participated in a simulation game with discussion will fearn as much at
the cognitive level as will subjects participating in simulation without
discussion, discussion without simulation or independent study, How-
ever, subjeets who participated in the simulation game with discussion
expressed more satisfaction with learning than did subjeets participating
in simulation without diseussion, discussion without simulation, or
independent study.

Chartier, Myron R., "Learning Effect: An Experimental Study of a Simula-
tion Game and Instrumented Discussion.” Simudation and Ganes, 3 (June
1972), 203-217. '
This study-attempted to determine what affeet finking discussion with
simulation games had upon cognitive and affeetive learning outcomes.,
_Six cognitive learning outeomes. ranging from simple to complex. were
measured 1o determine the degree and type of knowledge learned. Atti-
tude measures were used to guantify learning in the affective domain.
Simple Analysis of Varianee .coupled with Duncan’s New Multiple
Kuange Test for unequally replicated means was used. The study indi-
cated that the procedure of coupling simulitions with discussion did not
provide significant chunges in eontent learning outeome but it did sig-
nifteantly afteet affeetive learning.

Cherrvholmes, Cleo H.. "Some Current Rescarch on Effectiveness of Educa-

" tional Simulations: Tmplications for Alternative Swrategies.” The American
Behavioral Scientist, 10 (October 1966). 4-7.

The author reviews six studies involved with testing the effectiveness of

educational simulations, The review indicates that only one hypothesis

wus validated—i.c.. students report more interest in simulation activities

O
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than in more conventional classroom exercises. Learning and attitude
changes resulting from simulations may not be as great as claimed. The
author suggests some alternative strategies for using educational simula-
tions: (1) have students design or revise an educational simulation: (2)
have students attempt to validate the theory of the game with real-life
data.

Clegg, Blanche Edwards, The Effeetiveness of Learning Games Used by

LEeonomically Disadvantaged Parents to Inerease the Reading Achievement

of their Children. Doctorul Dissertation. University of Washington, 1971,
This study investigated the effects of learning games used by economical-
Iy disadvantaged parents to increase the reading achievement of their
children. The games utilized planned diatogue imitating the middle-
class school lunguages. The subjects for the experiment were 30 second-
grade children from it predominantly black, low-socioeconomie district
in the Seattle central area, The experimental destgn tor the study wus a
randomized group, pretest-postiest, two-control group design, It was
found that learning games used by economicully disudvantaged purents
increased the reading achievement and 1Q scores of their children. In
addition, the games provided useful wools tor learning in the central
area and were technigues for the school o involve the parent in the
learning process.

- Cohen. Karen C., Effects of the “Consumer Game™ on Learning and Alli-
tudes of Selected Seventh Grade Studnts in a Target--Area School. The
Center for the Study of Social Organization of Schools. Johns Hopkins
University, Report No. 63 (May 1970).

This study renorts on the experimental use of the Consumer Game in o
class of seventh-grade students in a “target-area’ school. The students
were not highly motivated and displayed poor attitudes toward school.
Experimental and control groups were set up to teach the same material.
Attitude questionnaires and tests of cognition were employved at the end
of the game. Results indicated that the game etfectively taught students
coneepts about consumer buying. The behavior and attendunce of the
students improved during the time they used the game,

Corbin. Warren Spencer, The Effeets of a Simulation Game about Southeast

Asia on Pelitical. Economic, und Social Attitudes of Ninth Grade Students.

Doctoral Dissertation, The University of Rochester, 1971,
The purpose of this study was to determine to what extent student atti-
tudes about poiitical, economic and social issues in the U.S. ure allected
by participation in a simulation game on Southeast” Asia. A postlest-
only control group design was used. The subjects were 210 ninth-grade
students in an Asian and African colture studies cour-<. The duration of
the study was three weeks, AL the conclusion of the experimental period
both control and experimentul groups were administered o 30-item atti-
tude inventory developed by the investigator. Chi-square analysis was
used to evaluate the data. No significant statistical differences were
found.

Cordiz. William A.. A Simulation Methodology of Instruction in a College
Course of American Studies. Doctoral Dissertation, United States Inter-
national University, 1969. _
Q ’
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This study experimentally evaluated a simulation gume as an entire
course in American Studies at the college level. Emploving r-tests of
signilicance, the results indicated no significant ditferences in cognition,
However. experimental students had significantly higher preferences tor
the course and content.,

Dooley. B, J., “Rescarchk on the Market Game.™ in George Dawson, Editor,
Economic Education Experiences of Enterpriving Teachers, Yolume 6, New
York: Joint Council on Economic Education, 1969, p. 70,

This study compared performances between fourth-grade students
taught with the Market Game. which was developed for use in the Uni-
versity of Chicago Elementary Economics Program. and fourth-grade
students taught by a conventional lecture method. Afthough the adjusted
meun score of the experimental group was higher, no significant difter-
ences in cognitive performance were found. However. more participation
and enjoyment on the part of students using the game was observed.,

Duke, Richard De La Barre. Gaming—Simulation Studies in Urbun Land
Use Allocation. Doctoral Dissertation. University of Michigan, 1964,

This reseurch involved the design, development, testing and evaluation
of a prototype game~simujation of a typical urban region (Metropolis).
Puart of this research involved testing senior undergraduates’involved in
urban planning. Students who played the game averaged i increase in
knowledge of 35.9 percent as opposed 1o a control group which increased
6.3 percent. Based on data derived from experience with Metropolis and
an evaluation of work performed by other résearchers, eight universal
criteria for evaluation of gaming-simulations ure presented.

Emery, E. D..and T. P, Enger, “"Computer Gaming and Learning in an
Introductory Economics Course.” Journal of Economic Education, 3 (1972).
77-83,

This article attempts o evaluate the three computer games Fiscal Poliey
—Attiyeh, Monetary Policy—Emery and Enger. and Gloom—Schmal-
ensee and MacAvoy. The “hands on™ aecess to a computer or terminal
permitted each student to play the game(s) at his or her convenience,
The compuier played the role of providing immediate feedback pertain-
ing to the student’s decisions. The results of the effectiveness ol these
games are based upon pre-and posttest scores which tested simpie appli-
cation, complex application, and recognition understunding. Significant
results were observed in performance when gaming was used as a tech-
nique of instruction as compared to customary teaching procedures,

Feldmiller, Hunjean, The Exploration of the Nature of Learning Experiences
Using Simulation Games as Revealed by Verbal Behavior, Doctoral Disser- -
tation, Ohio State University. 1970.
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This study identified the type of verbal behavior used by six groups of
home eeonomies teachers in o family planning simulation game {Choice
and Change) and described how the verbal behavior changed as partici-
pants progressed in the game. Tape recorders were used 1o record their
verbal behavior.  Their questions uand explanations were classified in
groups relating to procedure, situation, concepts and real world.



’ Fletcher, Jerry L., The Effects of Two Elementary School Social Stndies

Games: An Experimental Field Study. Doctoral Dissertation. Harvard Uni-

versity, 1968,
This study reviewed the many weaknesses of prz:\umx rescarch reported
in the area of educational games and simulations. The study also expers-
mentally tested the mechanism ol procedures by which elementary sti-
dents learn from games. The feedback system and the apparent goal in
the games were varied systematically across tour experimentat condi-
tions. F-tests, r-tests, and Chi square tests were used in the statistical
analysis. The results suggested that increasing the difficulty of the goal
has only a marginal effect on student cognitive learning. Although re-
viewing the feedback from previous plays had a positive elfect on student
tearning, it did not improve player performance in the game or choice of
playing strategies. Boys usually out-performed girls in the game, and
ability Tevel made linde difterence in game performunce. However, in
independent cognitive tests girls fearned just as much as boys and bright-
er students learned more than lower ability students,

Fletcher, J. L. " The Effectiveness of Simulation Games as Learning Envi-
ronments: A Proposed Program of Rescuarch,” Simulation and Games, 2
(197 1), 425454,
This article presents the need for sound evaluative research in the area of
games and simulations, Key problems in the structure of current game
models are identified and discussed with evaluation in mind. A distine-
tion is made between dependent and independent variables and a method
of evaluation of process und content acquisition is discussed,

Fletcher, Jerry L., and Allen L. Dobbins. An Approach to Evaluating Learn-

ing in blmuldllon Gumes. Unpuolnhui paper presented at the annual Ameri-

can “ducational Research Assoctation meeting, March 4, 1970,
This study identified the ability to make accurate predictions as a key
dependent variable in plaving educational games, The study attempted
to measure the impact of repeated plays with a specially constructed
game on this ability. Experimental and vcontrol groups of secondary
students were pre- and posttape-recorded and student responses were
coded as to quality of prediction. Results indicated that the experimental
group did significantly better in making accurate predictions,

Garvey, Dale M., and William H. Sciler, 4 Study of Effectiveness of Differ-
ent Methods of Teaching International Relations to High School Students
(Final Report Cooperative Research Projeet No. §-270). Emporia: Kansas
State Teuachers College, 1966.
This study attempted to determine whether simulation produees greater
aequisition and retention of fuctual and conceptual knowledge thun do
lecture-discussion techniques when used in the high school classroom.
Eight twelfth-grade American Government classes were used for the
study’s sumple population. Student attitudes were evaluated subjectively
by the experimenters and cooperating teachers, No significant differ-
ences were found to support the hypotheses aboult tearning.

Goodman, Robert, The Inter-Community Simulation: An Experiment in
Snmulallon -Gaming. Doctoral Dissertation, University of California, Los

reles, 1968,
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This study examined the relative role responses of graduate stadents
plaving the Inter-Community Sinudation exercise. The analysis focuses
upon the relative influence of payofts as determinants of behavior for the
roles which playvers were assigned. The study indicated that content
factors, such as jobs, often outweighed project payotfs. The study also
presented evidence that persons who bargained by swapping were more
effective in the game than those who utilized only persuasion. The analy-
sis points to several shortcomings in the game.

Harpstrite, James Joseph, An Analysis of Selected Simulation Games and
the Assessment of the Subjective Feelings of Students and Teachers Who
Use Simulation Games in Social Studies Instruction. Doctoral Dissertation,
Michigan State University, 1971,

This investigation attempts to assess the attitudes of teachers and stu-
dents regarding the use of simulation games as a method of instruction.
In this study simulation game techniques were compared to the lecture
discussion format, Eight groups of students were randomly selected from
eight high schools in Hawuii. Six of these groups were designated “ex-
perimental,” the remaining two were the control. The control groups
did not experience the simulation game technique—as did the experi-
mental group—but were exposed solely to the lecture discussion tech-
nique.

The results indicate that both teachers and ~tudents held positive
associations toward simulation games and negative associations toward
the lecture discussion techniques. This negative association was also
found in the control group which did not have the simulation game ex-
perience. Tests two months later presented the same phenomenon.

Hart, William K., An Analysis of the Uscfulness of Simulation Games in
Affecting Attitudinal Changes and Skill-Type Learning. Ductoral Disserta-
tion, United States International University, 1969,

This study investigated the differences in polarization of attitudes and
degree of cognitive learning between treatment and control groups of
college students in political science, the former having been exposed to a
simulation expericence. Pre- and post-tests were given, using the semantie
differential to test differences in responses to political concepts and
course unit tests to measure cognition. The data generated were analyzed
by covariance analysis, Chi square and r-tests. Results of the study indi-
cated that there were no significant differences between groups in degree
of polarization of attitudes, in degree of implied motivation, or in in-
creased learning of cognitive material. Significant differences were found
only in the direction of attitude polarization.

Inbar, Michael, The Differential Impact of a Game Simulating 1 Communi-
ty Disaster, and Its Implications for Games with Simulated Environments.
Doctoral Dissertation, Johns Hopkir- University, 1966,

O
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This study examined the reasons for the uneven enjoyvment and learning
usually exhibited by players who take part in games with simulated
environments. Pre- and post-data were coliected from 220 adolescents in
23 groups playing a game simulating a community disaster. Employing
factor analysis, analysis of variance, and other statistical tests it was
found that the players' predispositions and group size explained most of
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the differential impuct of the game, This study is ulso reported in The
American Behavioral Scientist, 10 (October 1966). and in Simulation
Games in Learning, edited by Sarane S. Boocock and E. O. Schild.

Johnson, Richard H., Effect of the Life Carcer Game on Decision Muking

Variables at the Ninth Grade Level. Doctoral Dissertation, University of

Missouri, 1970,
The purpose of this study was to investigate the effect of playving the Life
Career game on 36 ninth-grade students’ awareness of life decisions,
exploratory activity, and time competency, Divided into three groups,
one group played the Life Career game, another group played the Life
Career game and engaged in related discussion, and the third group
served s a control. At the end of four weeks, all subjects were given the
Life Decisions Inventory and the Personal Orientation Inventory. The
results indicated that playing the Life Career game, with or without dis-
cussion, has no cffect on ninth-grade boys' or girls’ awareness of life
decisions, exploratory activity, or time competency.

Kelley, William H., The Development and Evaluation of an Educational
Game to Teach Specific Aspeets of Farm Management Decision Making to
High School Vocational Agricultural Students, Doctoral Dissertation, Cor-
nell University, 1969,

This study examined whether students might kearn more specific infor-

mation by playving a farm muanagement game than if they did not play it:
whether lower ability students who played the game would achieve
higher scores than brighter students who did not play the game: and
whether students participating in the game as a group would achieve
better than students participating as individuals. The data were ana-
lyzed, using a multiple classification analysis of variance. No significant
differences were found in the data.

Lee, RS and AL O'Leary, “Attitude and Personality Effects of a4 Three

Day Simulation.” Simudation and Games. 2 (September 1971), 309-348,
This study attempted to investigate, by means of a controlled experi-
ment, the learning effects, us measured one month later, of 2 three-day
version of the Inter-Nution Simulation. The participants in this experi-
ment were high school seniors. The article identifies many positive
assumptions regarding the use of games and simulations in the class-
room, describes the experimental design used. presents actual observa-
tions and discussions, and supplies the reader with the results of the
experiment, The results were numcerous and varied. Generally this simu-
lation generated a significant amount of reflective thought and taught
process and personality characteristics to a high degree without having
a detrimental effect on content,

Livingston, Sumucel AL, “lffects of a Legislative Simulation Game on the

Political Attitudes ol Junior High School Students.” Simudation and Games,
31972y 41-51. .

This is the report of two investigations ol the effects of the game Dem-

ocracy on the political attitudes of junior high school students. The game

focuses on the process of logrolling, which the players, assuming the role

Q of congressmen, guickly discover to be the most effeetive way to satisty
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their simulated constituencies, The testing instruments were designed
by the investigator. The population used in the study were cighth and
ninth-grade students from neighboring schools in Baltimore. The results
indicated that students become more tolerant of congressional logrolling
alter plaving the game, No evidence was found to indicate that students
had improved fectings of political efficuey or that their interest in poli-
tics changed. ¥ m.lll\ no correlation was found between the Lh.ll'l&.l.\ in
students” attitudes and their understanding of the game,

Livingston, Samuel AL Simudarion Games as Advanced Organizers in the
Learning of Social Science Materials, The Center for the Study of Social
Orzanization ol Schools. Johns Hopkins University, Report No. 64 (April
1970).
This study experimentally tested whether a simulation game would moti-
vate students o learn subject matter retated to the game and whether it
would facilitate learning by acting as an organizer. Three secondary
classes were selected, cach with paired experimental and control groups.
The game Trade and Develop was emploved to teach coneepts in ceo-
nomic geography only o the experimental groups, Both groups
answered o questionnaire intended to measure motivation, A regular test
wits used o measure cognitive tearning, The data were subjected o a
t-test of means for signiticance, The results indicated no significant
diftferences between the groups, in cither motivation or learning, in any
of the three experiments.,

Livingston, Sumuel A Simudation Games and Artitude Change: iitudes

Toward the Poor. The Center for the Study of Social Organization of

Schools, Johns Hopkins University, Report No. 63 (April 1970).
The effect of a simulation game (Ghetto) on player attitudes toward the
poor wis investigated by means of a pre- and postquestionnaire. No con-
trol group was used. Tests for cognitive learning and interests were also
employed. Using ¢-tests for significance. the study reveated that student
attitudes were significanty more favorable towards the poor after they
plaved the game. The students™ attitude change varied significantly from
teacher o teacher, but was not significanty correlated with any of
severad other variables investigited. The game produced no change in
factual information and a small, but significant, decline in interestin the
subject matter.

Llovd, John W, Role Playing, Collective Bargaining and the Measurement

ol Autitude Change.” The Journal of Economic Education, | (Spring 1970),

FO4-1 10,
This study examined whether attitudes are affected by role-playing in u
collective hargaining simulation and whether any change in attitude is
rekited o the role played. Students were given pre- and postquestion-
naires on reactions to statements explaining fahor-management conflict,
Chi square statistical analysis was employed. The resulls were incon-
clusive,

Marston. Glenn FF.. Kenneth Eyvon and Richard Knight, Learning and Atu-
tude Change of Students Subjected 1o a4 National Income Simulation Game,™
Q  Arthur L. Welsh, Bditor. Research Papers in Economic Education. New
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York: Joint Council on Economic Education. 1972, 139-170.

The authors of this article attempted throngh a systematic statistical
procedure to evaluate the performunee of a national income simuliation
model with respeet to student achievement and interest: Two experi-
ments took place. one on i college level, the other at @ high school Tevel,
In both experiments control und experimental groups were used. The
control groups experienced the sume teaching process exeept for not
taking part in the simulation experienee,

The results indicated that the conventionul teaching method sup-
plemented by a national income simulation modet is neither superior nor
inferior to the conventional method as far as understanding ol mucero-
cecanomics prineiples und interest in ceonomies is coneerned.

Metbarlane, Paul T.. Racial and Sociul Class Differences in the Play of a

Parent-Child Simulation Game, Doctoral Dissertation, Johns Hopkins Uni-

versity, 1970, .
This study attempted to determine the differential impact of playing a
Parent-Child Simulation Ganre, Ninety-six {ifth-grade male students
were matehed into experimental and control groups according to race
and sociocconomie status. Using analysis of variance, no significant
dilferenees in student responses to questions about their pereeptions of
parental punitiveness were found.

MeHenry, William 3., A Study of the Use of the Life Career Game in Junior

High School Group Guidance. Doctoral Dissertation, George Wasilingion

University, 1969,
The purposes of this study were (1) to test the differential efieets on post-
experimental self-referral to the counseling office of students expased to
the Life Career game, students exposed to the gume of Democracy and
students exposed to no systematic treatment: and (2) to compare the dit-
ferential learning effeets (as measured by pre- and post-tesisy wiich
oceurred as a result of the Life Career game experience as opposed to
the game of Demoeracy expericnce and the no-treatment group, The
sumple consisted of randomly selected seventh- and eighth-grade stu-
dents (21 = 188), There were no usable results on the self-referral hypoth-
esis. Employing unalysis of variance. no significant differences were
found between groups at the seventh-grade level. However, a significant
dilference was found at the cighth-grade level, favoring the Life Career
aroup.

Mulutien, Wesley Joseph, The Effect of Modes of Presentation and Anxicty
Levels on Individual Participant Achievement in an Lducational Game,
Doctoral Dissertation, Syracuse University, 1971,
The purpose of this study was to investigate the effeets of modes of
presentation (audiotape, videotape, written seripty in an educational
game upon the achievement of learners who have heen classilied as
cither high anxiety or low anxiety, Participants in the study were 120
college freshmen at Southern University, Subjects were identitied as
high or low anxicty using the IPAT Anxiety Scule Questionnaire and
randomly assigned to one of the three treatment groups, The experi-
mental design was of the posttest-only type. Duata were analyzed by
@ meuns ol a parumetric three-way analysis of varianee. The game, Propa-
ERIC
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ganda, was adapted” for use in” the experiment. The analvsis of data
comparing the effectiveness of audiotape. videotape. and written-seript
muodes of game presentation by anxiety and sex found no statistically
significant dilferences umong the treatment groups,

McKenney, James L., and William R, Dill. “Influences on Learning in Simu-
lation Games,” The American Behavioral Scientist, 10 (October 1966),
28-32,

This study meusured and evaluated the relative performance ot 630 busi-
ness administration students in 21 teams playing a college-level manage-
ment simulation. The study evaluated (1) student attitudes: (2) influence
of faculty on student behavior: and (3) composition of student groups on
team performance. The results indicated that (1) students did not per-
ceive their goals well except for the groups attempting to concentrate on
profit-making: (2) students did not evaluate their experience in depth:
(3) teams experienced in simulation did not do better than inexperienced
teams: (4) consulting by fuculty was misunderstood and resented by
students: (3) differences in Jbllll\ influenced how well xludt.nlx pld\’k.d
and understood the game,

Mountuin, Mignonette H.. Educational Games for Classroom Use. Doctoral
Dissertation, Pennsyivania State University, 1960.

Once hundred educational games were selected and sent (along with diree-
tions for playing. suggestions lor classroom use, and an evaluation gues-
tionnaire) to 16 public school teachers who tested the games in their
classrooms and evaluated them on the guestionnaire. The data from the
guestionnaire were tabulated. As testified to by teuchers, the results
indicated that (1) educational games can serve as uselul teaching aids in
introducing and reinforcing knowledge, attitudes und skills in language
arts, arithmetic and social science: (2) they can be used effectively in
grades one through twelve: and (3) they can motivate the interests of
-students.

Monroe. Margaret Warne, Games as Teaching Tools: An Examination of

the

Community Land Use Game. Master’ s Thesis. Cornell University, 1968.
This xlud\ dllLlllplLd to determine whether the simulation game Com-
munity Land Use Game (CLUG) would teach the same bodv ol infor-
mational material as effectively as instruction by lecture- discussion
techniques, Experimental and control groups were selected from volun-
teers. Pre- und posttests were designed by the course instructors. Total
composite weighted scores were compared. Results indicated that the
lectures were more effective in teaching theory and the game was more
elfective in teaching system dynamics.

Newtield. John, An Application of Guming te Curriculum Instruction. Doc-
toral Dissertation. University of New Mexico, 1969,

O
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This study compuared the objective achievement of an experimental
group of graduate students in a curriculum course which used a specially
constructed game with that of a control group which did not. The in-
structional objective ol the game was student awareness of the relation-
ships among factors affecting curriculum and curriculum decisions.
Nonparametric statistical methods were used to examine the poststudy



- - = esterestdts, There were notsignificant ditfereneed between the seores”of

the two groups.

Pierty, David Arthur, The Effects of a Simulation on the Learning of Geo-
graphic Information at the Fifth-Grade Level. Doctoral Dissertation, Uni-
versity of Georgia, 1972, '

This investigation was a two-day experiment comparing the use of
simulation game to programmed learning technigue to teach fifth-grade
students geographic information. The students were randomly assigned
to treatment groups. The posttest-oaly control group design was used.

" The programmed materials, simulation game. and measures of learning

were all constructed by the investigator. Initially no significant differ-
enees between the groups were found in student knowledge of geographic
information. After a two-week delay the sume measuring instrument did
show that students taught by the simulation game retained significantly
more geographic information than students taught by the programmed
materials. It was found that the game was most effective with male.
high reading ability students. Lastly, students taught by the game
reacted more favorably toward treatment than students taught by the
programmed text.

Ricgel. Terry K., A Comparative Study of Two Approaches to the Teaching
of Economics in Suburban New Jersey Twelfth Grade Economics Class-
rooms. Doctoral Dissertation, New York University, 1969.

This study attempted to determine whether students comgleting a unit of
instruction in cconomics with a simulation games series would score:
higher on cognitive tests and critical thinking tests than would students
completing a parallel unit of instruction in economics with a lecture-
discussion: type of instruction. Eight twelfth-grade classes with four
instructors, cach teaching a control and experimental class, were used as
the sumple population. The simulation series used consisted of the
Economic Decision Games, developed by Erwin Rausch and Science
Rescarch Associates. The tests employed were the Watson-Gluser Criti-
cal. Thinking Appraisal, and “Stages of Economic Growth.” Employing
t-tests and analysis of covariance. no significant differences were found
in content performance between the two groups. However, the experi-
mental group had a significantly greater retention of critical thinking
skills, :

. Robinson, James AL, Lee F. Anderson. Margaret G. Hermann and Richard
C. Snydcr, “Teaching with Inter-Nation Simulation and Case Studies,” The
American Political Science Review, 60 (March 1966). 33-65.

This study compared the relative effectiveness of simulation and case
studies as supplemental units of study for undergraduate political sci-
ence students. Chi square and s-test statistical techniques were employed
to analyze duta on student attitudes. student behavior and cognitive
learning. No significunt differences were found. but some indirect com-
plex relationships did exist and were identified.

Schild, E. O.. " The Shaping of Strategics,” The American Behavioral Scien-

tist.
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This study suggests that previous research in gumes and simulation has
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“'béen inadequidte béchiuse it icasared the wrong vuriables, Most vari=
ables previously measured are unrelated to behaviors needed for win-
ning. The rescarcher suggests that simulations shape student behavior
by reinforcement (winning) and that this is how games should be evalu-
ated—i.e.. does the simulation set up contingencies which reinforce
effective strategies? The study used four groups of secondary and college
students playing the Parent-Child Game. By computing Gammas for
cach round in the game. the study found consisteney from group to
group in the type of strategy used by playvers to win the game. Conelu-
stons indicated that the behavior of players was shaped by the structure
and rules of the game, not other influencees, and that strategies learned in
one game transter to another. .

Shirts. R. Garry. and Hall T. Sprague, Exploring Classroom Uses of Simula-

tions. La Jolla, Cal.: Western Behavioral Scienees Institute. 1966.
The Western Behavioral Sciences Institute conducted a number of class-
room simulation techniques in San Diego County with sclected junior
and scnior high school social studies classes. The simulations used were
Inter-Nation Simulation. PLANS, NAPOLI and BMG. The purposcs
of the study were (1) to determine if simulations would fit within the
time, space, and administrative and curriculum constraints of schools:
and (2) to develop hypotheses about the use, effeets and potentiality of
simulations in school systems. Student responses to a guestionnaire.,
staft observations and teacher interviews were analyzed. Some student
responses were analyzed for significance by Chi square analysis, al-
though no control groups were used. 1t was coneluded that simulations
are feasible and potentially important means to help students become
active, interested learners,

Smeda, Ralph, The Eitect of a Simulation Game on the Vocational Maturity

of Sixth Grade Students. Doctoral Dissertation. University ol Rochester.

1972.
The purpose of this study was to examine the ef$ect of a simulation game
of & work environment upon the vocational maturity of sixth-grade stu-
dents. A posttest-only control design was used. Sixty-six sixth-grade
students participated in the study. The recorded 1.Q. scores from the
Otis-Lennon Mental Ability Test were used to divide the total group
into two subgroups according to the median 1.Q. score. Within cach 1.Q.
level students were randomly assigned to experimental and control
groups. The experimental group played the game Tour of the Plant
while the control group played Tangrams. a y.omc.mc puzzle game. The
experiment lasted for a period of 13 hours, spanning a time period of
two weeks. The Vocational Development Inventory was administered
one month after the experiment’s completion to determine the effects of
the experience. No significant differences were found between the ex-
perimental and control groups’ vocatienal maturity, Significant differ-
ences were found between the vocational maturity of high 1.Q. students
and low 1.Q. students,

Stadsklev, Ronald, A Comparative Study of Simulation Gaming and Lee-
ture-Discussion Method. Master's Thesis. University of Minnesota, 1969,

This study experimentally compared simulation and tecture-discussion

Q . ‘
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techniques Tor studying the U'S. Constitution in a tenth- erdl.‘ American
History course. Both experimental and control groups were pre- and
posttested for cognitive gains and attitude changes, Students were not
randomly selected for the study, rather the researcher matched the two
populations with regard 1o 1Q scores and GPA rankings. A r-lest analy-
sis indicated that cognitive gains in mean scores produced no significant
‘differences. The study did find a significant gain in favorable student
attitudes for the experimental group.

Stahl. Albert .0 " Mode of Presentation and Subjeets” Affective Reactions

to the Resolution of Simulated Problems.” Simudation and Games, 1 (Sep-

tember 1970). 263-279.
This study attempted to fearn how student affective reactions to a simu-
fation might be alfeeted by the mode of presentation of the simulation,
The Moodes Adjective Cheeklist (MACL) was used as a measure of
change. The statistical analysis used analysis of variance and Mann-
Whitney U Tests. The study indicated that the modc of presentition
dous affeel student attitudes.

Starbuck. William 11, und Grnest Kolrow, " The Etfects of Advisors on

Business Game Teams.” The American Behavioral Scientist, 10 (November

1906). 28-3().
This study tested the consequences of adding advisors 1o teams ol gradu-
ate students plaving the UCLA Exeeutive Decision Game. Profit was
used as a eriterion for measuring the results ol decisions in the business
game. Emploving a r-test analvsis, no significant differences were found
in performances between the control and experimental groups. A regres-
sion analysis was used to test the effect of time on performance. The
results suggested that the game might not have been played long enough
for the superiority of the experimental group to become evident. The
advisors had Httle success in muking the game a laboratory lor sophisti
cated decision models, but they found the game an excellent mediam lor
reteaching Tundamental concepts and lor uncovering and correcting
gups in basic understandings. Tt wos also found that the imposition of
advisors did reduce the degree of pereeived friendliness in the teams’
interpersonal relations,

Stasulat. Joe 1., Fhe Effects of Business Game Complexity and Computer

Location on Student Learning. Occupational Interest, and Attitude, Doctoral

Dissertation, Pennsyhania State University, 1970,
The purpose of this study was to evatuate effeets of business game com-
plexity and computer location on student learning. nuup.umml interest
and attitide. The Pardue Farm Supply Business Management Ganwe
was used as the basic simulation model. The eriterion measures incladed
a management achievement test, the Hamilton and Tl Agriculiural
Oceupational Interest Seale, and g semantic differential 1o measure
student attitudes toward ten selected coneepts, The major slallsllml pro-
cedure was analysis of covariance, Findings ol the study lndlt.dl(, that
when used as a teaching ool the Complc.\ll) of the business game used
and the location ol the computer Facilities which process the simulation
datu result in no difterences in student fearning ol occupational interest.

Farg, ITarry R.. Impacts of an Elementary School Inter-Nation Simulation
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on Developing Orientations to International Politics. Doctoral Dissertation,

Northwestern University, 1967.

This study examined the developments in children’s orientations to na-
tional foreign policy-making and international politics and the impact ol

“an clementary school version of the Inter-Nation Simulation on these

orientations. The political orientations examined included beliefs. evalu-
ations, expectations and action preference about nations, foreign policy-
making and international politics. The researeh was carried out with
experimental and control groups from fourth. fifth. and-sixth-grade
classes. Employing Gamma and Chi square statistics, the results indi-
cated thut the simulation exereise significantly affected national and
international beliefs and that its effeet was inversely related to grade
level,

Thompson, Fred A.. Gaming via Computer Simulation Techniques for Jun-
ior College Economicy Education (Final Report NDEA Title [H-B. Project

No.

212-B-8060 J). Riverside, Cal.: Riverside City College, 1968,

This study examined the effeet of using gaming instructional teehnigues
viia computer versus conventional instruetion in teaehing economics at
the junior college level, With experimental and control groups. Z score
analysis of meuans found no significant ditferenees in student learning
and no significant differenees in residual impact after five weeks, Multi-
ple regression analysis was also employed to determine whether compu-
ter simulution techniques influenced student performanee over the
entire course. [t was not found to be significant.

Wentworth, Donald R., The Effectiveness of a Learning Game for Teaching
Introductory Leonomices in Seleeted Two-Yeuar Colleges. Doctoral Disser-.
tation, University of Minnesota, 1972,

This study attempted to measure the influence of a commercially avail-
able game. Marketplace, on student achigvement in economie under-
standing. student attitudes toward the instruetional process and selected
cconomic coneepts, and teacher-student behaviors in the elassroom, The
data were colleeted from a total of 149 students taking their first course
in cconomics at two junior colleges. Students were randomly assigned to
experimental and control elasses with common instructors, The measur-
ing instruments used were the Test of Understanding in College Eco-
nomies. the Semantic Difterential Attitude Seale. the Reciprocal
Category System, and the Equivalent Category System. Results from -
the use of regression models, factor analysis. and behavior observa-
tion analysis revealed that students in the experimental elass achieved
significantly less understanding in college eeonomies, demonstrated no
difference in attitudes toward learning, and exhibited no significantly
difterent learning behaviors than did the control group with the exeep-
tion of the actual time devoted to playing the Muarketplace game, During
game play the affective elimate of the class beeame more positive and
student involvement in the learning process was more active but there
was little or no carryover in this behavior to the classroom activities
after the game playing had concluded.

Wing. Richard L.. “Two Computer-Based Economies Games for Sixth
Graders.” The American Behavioral Scientise, 10 (November 1966), 31-33.
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This study experimentally examined whether individualized computer
learning games in economics could be played by sixth-grade students and
how this exercise compared to conventional teaching techniques in learn-
ing effectiveness. Two experimental groups and one control group were
pre- and posttested with the “Test of Economic Understanding Based on
Ancient Sumer™ and the “Test of Economic Principles Bused on Sierra
Leone.”™ They were also given a retention test several weeks after the
posttest. Emploving t-tests, it was found that sixth-grade students could
use und understand the computer games without difficulty. Interest
among students was quite high. Although no significant differences were
found in the umount of learning which took place belween the experi-
mental and control groups, it was found that students in the experiment-
al group attained approximately the sume amount of learning with
considerably less investment of time.
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CHAPTER Il

Annotated Listing of Avaiiable
Simulations and Games for the
Teaching of Economics

Chapter [II is devoted to a complete annotated, alphabetized listing of
noncomputer-based games and simulations currently available for teaching
economics. Along with a brief description of the game the teacher will also
find data pertaining to the game’s distributor. cost. subject area, suggested
level, participant limits and playing time.

For most effective use of the game information provided, the teacher
should first read Part C in Chapter I, “*Selecting a Simulation Game for
Teaching: Questions and Criteria.” The selection criteria outlined in Chapter
I. Part C provided the basis for information given on each game in this chap-
ter. After selecting a game, the teacher will find the distributor’s complete
address in Chapter IV under “Names and -Addresses of Distributors and
Publishers.™

It is worth noting that the games listed in this chapter do not include all
the economic games produced over the last decade. Only publishers who
responded to letters of inquiry have their games listed here. Given this cri-
teria for listing, the teacher can be relatively sure that the game he or she
selects is readily available.

Game: BALANCE

Source: . Interact :

Subject: Ecology, economic goals and decisions
Grade level: Senior high school

Playing time: 30 hours

No. of participants: 20-30-

Cost: - $10

The first hour simulates the last 150 years of U.S. history. Fifteen par-
ticipants are animals: four are Indians: the rest are settiers who domi-
nate and kill animals. fight Indians. and subdue the wilderness until their
population soars to over 100.000. Participants are th.;: divided into
families of four members each living in Ecopolis. a city with many eco-
logical problems. Interviewing parents and adults .5 reading about
pollution culminate in confrontations over what soc.af action to pursue.
Before an essay evaluation ends the game. participants conduct an eco-
logical survey of their community and hold a one-hour forum in which
they argue about the ecological balance of their own environment,

Game: BALDICER
Sqrrrer John Knox Press

ERIC o,
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* Cost:

Subject: World economy
Grade level: Senior high school

Playi

ing time: 2-4 hours

No. of participants: 10-20

Cost:

$25

The objective of this simulation game is to experience the interdepend-
ence of the world economy. The participants also gain increased aware-
ness of related issues such as the population explosion. inflation, unequal
distribution of resources and technology. and competing styles of eco-
nomic organization. '

Game: BALPAY

Source: Digital Equipment Corporation
Subject: Balance of trade

Grade level: Junior-senior high school
Playing time: One-half to 2 hours

No. of participants: 2-10

Cost:

Individual packet $2.10: classroom pac:(etSM

This computer-assisted game simulates the United States balance of
trade payments; contributing trade factors are manipulated to present
relationships.

Game: . BANKING

Source: Didactic Systems, Inc.
Subject: Economics, banking
Grade level: Senior high school
Playing time: 2-5 hours

No. of participants: Teams of 6

$12 for 30 participants + teacher’s gunde $3.50
Through simulation and role-playing, participants in the game have a
chance to observe, analyze and solve problems in a specific field of the
economy. The game involves the_financial activicies and decisions of
commercial banks. It serves to illustrate that a bank is both a profit
maximizer and an influential factor in stimulating business and encour-
aging local economic development through its trdnsacnons «

Game: a BAZAAR, A Simulation of Barter and Monetization
Source: American Universities Field Staff
Subject: ‘ ~ Barter and monetization in a subsistence economy
Grade level: Senior high school- college
. Playing time: One class period minimum. Can be extended with in-
creasing sophistication among traders to five class
periods

O

No. of participants: 3 or mere (Individuals play on one of three teams.)

Cost:

$49.00 includes this and another simulation (PIL-
GRIMAGE) and more than 60 supporiing culture
study materials coriprising a unit of study

Participants role-play farmers, nomads and shopkeepers in Aq Kupruk;
the microeconomy of a town in northern Afghanistan. Subsistence living
is presented in a context typical of the dry-lard peopie of Afro-Eurasia.

Game: BLACKS AND WHITES
Source: Dynamic Design Industries




Subjecl

Grade level:
Playing time:

No. of participants:
Cost:

Economic equality
Junior-senior high school

1-2 hours

4-20

$6.95 plus shipping and handling

This game pldces the participants within a ghetto environment. It shows
how the ghetto can be both a place and a state of mind. Welfare and
housing issues are also presented in this game. :

Game:

Source:

Subject:

Grade level:
Playing time:

No. of participants:
Cost:

BLIGHT

Instructional Simulations, Inc.
Urban studies

Junior, senior high school-ccllege
3-8 hours

20-40

$42.50 plus shipping

Blight explores the social dimensions of commumty decline. 1t deals with
the sectors, problems values and issues that both prompt change and
|nh|b|l community renewal.

Game:

Source:

Subject:

Grade level:
Playing time:

No. of participants:
Cost:

THE BLUE WODGET CO.
Reese, Jay

Business structure
Elementary-junior hlgh school
2-4 hours .
20

$5

In this role-play simulation the participants become stockholdcrs
managers and personnel . of a manufacturing concern. They must
contend with other participants who represent concerned citizens
in the community.

Game:

Source:

Subject:

Grade level:
Playing time:

No. of participants:
Cost:

BUDGET

Interact

National budget
Junior-senior high school
2-4 hours

40

$10

This role-play simulatior allows participants to research specific “budg-
eted” agencies in the federal government and attempt o reach consensus .
on a budget for the country. Special interests force compromise and

negonauon

Game:
Source:
Subject:
Grade level:
Playing time:

No. of Participants:

BUDGETING GAME

Changing Times Education Service

Consumer economics

Junior-senior high school

2-4 hours

Teams of 4

Contained in a consumer education ait, $24.50
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Participants simulate a middle-income family of four earning $10,000.
They must decide how to spend their money over a twelve-month period.
The objective is to keep family spending equal to or less than the budget
allotment. In this way participants learn that families make: different
choices about spending and saving. depending on their way of living,
their needs and wants, their interests, likes and dislikes, hobbies and
family goals.

Game: BUDGETS AND TAXES
Source: ’ Education Ventures, Inc.
Subject: Community decisions
Grade level: Junior-senior high school
Playing time: 4-6 hours

No. af participants: 6-20

Cost: $4.95

Participants find themselves first in the roles of Riverdale’s public offi-
cials, submitting budget requests for the year—then in the roles of pri-
vate citizens who are affected by increases or cutbacks in services and
taxes. Participants can increase spending in various departments without
raising taxes as long as they can convince other departments to decrease
spending. If that isn't possible taxes must go up. The goal is to give the
commurity the kinds of services and programs that people are willing to
pay for with their tax dollars.

Game: CAPITAL

Source: Berkeley Gaming Project
Subject: Nineteenth-century economy
Grade level: Senior high school-college
Playing time: 3-8 hours

No. of participants: 22-44

Cost: $20

Labor relations, production. marketing and government regulations in
a nineteenth-centusy economy. Roles include laborers. middlemen,
industrialists and government officials. Once subsistence is assured,
participants may choose to optimize wealth or power or promote their

" conception of an ideal social order.

Game: . CAREERS

Source: Parker Brothers Games

Subject: ‘ Occupations

Grade level: Elementary-junior and senior high school
Playing time: One-half to 2 hours’

No. of participants: 2-6

Cost: $4.74

Careers gives participants a preview of the working world. Players
choose from eight up-to-datc occupations, setting their own success
goals. There are rewards, promotions. setbacks and decision-making
actions as they meet realistic challenges, trying to attain fame, fortune
and happiness. '

Game: B CARIBOU HUNTING

y Source: ' Curriculum Development Associates. Inc.

ERIC
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Subject: - Culture and resource use

Grade level:’ Elementary
Piaying time: 1-2 hours
No. of participants: 6-30
Cost: 8325 (This is a total curriculum for 30 participants of

which “"Caribou Hunting" is a component.) Films are
also availabie in 8 mm or 16 mm
Caribou Hunting allows participants to explore reiationships between
technology, social organizations and culture. Participants accept the
role of Netsilik Eskimos of Pelly Bay and attempt to resolve the cul-
tural and economic problem of how best to kill enough caribou to sur-
vive the winter.

Game: CENTER CITY

Source: John Knox Press
Subject: . Urban poverty
Grade level: Junior high school
Playing time: 2-3 hours :
No. of participants: 12-27

Cost: $15

Center City helps the participants experience what it’s like to be poor in
a large city. As junior high age residents they spend time in such areas as
home, school, community, church, extracurricular activities and the
streets. Maximum points are earned when participants unite across eth-
nic lines to overcome inadequate housing, food, recreation, and safety

conditions.
Game: ‘ CHARGE
Source: Paul S. Amidon & Associates, Inc.
Subject: Charge accounts
Grade level: Senior high schoo!
Playing time: . 2-3 hours :
No. of participants: 10
Cost: $15.

This role-playing simulation allows participants to purchase goods and
services during-a simulated twelve-month period. The computer assigns
positive and negative unexpected events.

Game: THE CITIES GAME

Source: . - -Pynamic Design Industries
Subject: " Urban affairs

Grade level; Senior high school

Playing time: 1-3 hours

No. of participants: 4-8

Cost: ) £6.95 plus shipping and handling

This is a game of negotiations. There are four power roles—business,
governmeni, slum dwellers and agitators. The object of the game is to
acquire as much money and power as possible. This is done by collecting
“rewards” from the game treasury or by negotiating “'side payments”
from other participants. The winner is the participant with the most
money at the end of the game. The game ends after ten voting periods or
when the Future City is reached.
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Game: CLUG

Source: Urbex Affiliates, Inc.
Subject: Community land use
Grade level: Senior high school
Playing time: 3-20 hours

No. of participants: 5-25

Cost: $75 plus postage

. The Community Land Use Game (CLUG) is a board game which
abstracts a small number of basic attributes of cities and their surround-
ing territories on the basis of which players build, operate and maintain
their own community. Play of CLUG begins with each of three to five
teams in possession of capital with which they seek to buy land, to con-
struct commercial or residential properties and to make profitable in-
vestments. Investment opportunities arise through gaining employment
for residential properties, hiring employees to put industries into opera-

. tion, or gaining customers for service establishments from among the
community’s residential units.

Game: ‘ COLLECTIVE BARGAINING
Source: Didactic Systems, Inc.
Subject: : Economics, collective bargaining
Grade level: Senior high school-college
Playing time: 2-5 hours
No. of participants: Teams of 6
. Cost: $12 for 30 participants plus teacher’s guide $3.5

Collective Bargaining introduces participants to a crucial piiase of labor-
management relations. It is 4 model that allows participants to simulate
the atmosphere and conditions that prevail during the negotiations of a
new labor contract. ‘

Game: COMMUNITY

Source: Didactic Systems, inc.

Subject: Economics, community affairs

Grade level: Senior high school

Playing time: 2-5 hours

No. of participants: Teams of 6 ‘
Cost: ' $12 for 30 participants plus teacher’s guide $3.50

Through the use of a model, this game helps participants to become
aware of some of the economic principles and problems involved in
running a community, the relationships between wages and profits gen-
erated by local industry, and the tax-expenditure problems of local gov-
ernment. The objective of the game is to create the most attractive,
progressive community possible. Participants measure success by the
number of improvements in the cominunity, by wage rates and by the
‘prosperity of local industry. The game is intended to acquaint partici-
pants with the public sector of the economy and illustrate the basic prob-
lems of selecting and financing public services.

Game: ' COMPACTS
Source: Gamed Simulations Incorporated
Subject: Community planning

Grade level: ~ Senior high school-college




Play

ing time: 3-20 hours

No. of participants: 20-60
Cost: $75 .
Participants assume roles of planners, agency directors, community
influentials, consumers and funders. Responding to a variety of issues
(e.g.. needs of retarded children, public housing, corrections services,
etc.) they must decide whether or not to develop new services or main-
tain existing ones.
Game: , COMPETITION OR CONTROL?
Source: South-Western Publishing Co., Inc.
Subject: Price regulation
Grade level: Junior-senior high school
.- Playing time: 1 hour
No. of participants: Upto42 :
- Lost Part of a set of five economic simulations, $38.00 per
set. A teacher’s guide accompanies the set. (See other
South-Western entries.)
Within most communities of the United States, apartment rentals are
handled on a competitive basis without rent controls. In some areas,
however, rental properties may be rent controlled. In this game a com-
parison is made between tenants seeking similar rental apartments in a
free competitive market and those seeking rental units in rent-controlled
housing and public housing. The main objective of this game is to famil-
" iarize the participant with the role government plays in certain rent
markets to protect the consumer.
Game: COMPETITION OR SUBSIDY?
Source: South-Western Publishing Co., Inc.
Subject: The market
Grade level: Junior-senior high school
Playing time: I hour

No. of participants: Up to 42

Cost:

Part of a set of five economic simulations, $38.00 per

set. A teacher’s guide accompanies the set. (See other
South-Western entries.)

This game introduces the participant to the free competitive market in

which items are bought and sold from a company in competition with

many other companies. They are also exposed Lo economic conditions

in which the government will offer a subsidy. This game uses peanuts

as the commodity.

Game: ~ COMPETITIVE EXCHANGE MARKET

Source: South-Western Publishing Co Inc.

Subject: Stock market

Grade level: Junior-senior high school

Playing time: 1 hour

No. of participants: Upto42

Cost: Part of a set of five economic simulations, $38.00 per
/ set. A teacher’s guide accompanies the set. (See other

‘ South-Western entries.)
O
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This game acquaints participants with the buying and selling of common
stock on the stock market. Participants learn about the stock exchange
which trades corporate securities. They are introduced to terminology
such as broker, stockholder. dividend and stock certificate. Participants
learn how changing financial conditions induce some shareholders of a
given company to sell their stock. These same conditions induce other
persens to buy stock. In this game, coimmon stock of the DC TRAN A
COMPANY is bought and sold.

"Game: ' CONSUMER
Source: Bobbs Merrill Co.
Subject: Consumer education
Grade level: Senior high school
Playing time: 2-4 hours
No. of participants: 11-34
Cost: 530

Consumer is a unit on consumer buying processes. It involves the play-
ers in the problems and economics of instaiment buying. The purpose of
the exercisc is to teach students how to calculate true interest rates, how
to negotiate contracts with credit managers. and the problems and eco-
nomics of budgeting and buying. Participants assume the roles of con-
sumers. credit agents and store owners. Consumers compete to get
maximum pleasure from their purchase and minimum credit charges:
credit agents compete for the best terms to the most people. Decisions
must be made on what, whether, and when to buy goods: whether and
when to use credit; creditors must decide to whom and under what terms
to give credit. (This is also availaole as a computer game which can
only be played by one person at a time. Special arrangements must be
made with BOCES).

Game; CONSUMER REDRESS
Source: Changing Times Education Service
Subject: Consumer rights
Grade level: Junior-senior high school
" Playing time: Game is part of total unit. Time depends on amount of

mdter!al used.

No. of participants: 30 \
Cost: $64.50 for a total consumer law kit in which the game is
a small part.

This game allows participants to identify consumer rights in the market-
place, the right to safety. the right to choose and the right to be heard.
It also presents responsibilities related to these rights and issues in-
volved in consumer law,

Game: - THE CREDIT GAME

Source: Leswing Communications

Subject: Credit

Grade level: - Elementary

Playing time: One-halfto | hour

No. of participants: &

Cost: $6.95 ¢

[mc
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The participants use credit to obtain their wants and needs. Good judg-
ment is needed not to overspend and to be able to pay the bills.

l



Game: . CRISIS

Source: Simile I1

Subject: International political and economic relations
Grade level: Junior-senior high school

Playing time: 2-6 hours

No. of participants: 25-35

Cost $35 for 25-student kit, $50 for 35-student klts

The purpose of Crisis is to teach participants the balance of power con-
cept and the dangers and rewards of seeking military and peaceful solu-
tionis to international problems. Participants assume the roles of nations
faced with the problem of resolving a tense situation and guarding
nationa) interests concerning a mining area of enormous importance to
the world. They must develop negotiation strategies and decide whether
or not to go to war. Their objectives are to secure Dermatium (the ele-
ment in the mines), to prevent destrucuon of their nations by war, and to
secure world peace.

Game: CULTURE CONTACT
Source: _ Games Central

Subject: Culture conflicts in trade
Grade level: Junior-senior high school
Playing time: = 2-4 hours

No. of participants: 20-30

Cost:

$30

This is a role-playing simulation which brings out misunderstandings
and cultural conflicts when a trading expedition calls at an island in-
habited by a preindustrial society.

Game: DANGEROUS PARALLEL
Source: Scott, Foresman and Company
Subject: International relations

Grade level: Senior high school

Playing time: Six 40- mlnute sessions

No. of pamcxpams 18-36

Cost:

$60 ;
Dangerous Parallel presents a model of a real- world situation in which a
conflict threatens the peace of many nations. Students take roles of top-
level decision-makers, walking through the closed doors of national
conference rooms and into the secret sessions of international negotia-
tions. Throughout, they are required to gather facts, weigh values,
analyze problems and make decisions.

Game: DEVELOPING NATION

Source: American Universities Field Staff

Subject: Economic development

Grade level: Senior high school-college ,
Playing time: Up to one class period per group of players

No. of participants: 2-4

Cost:

$49.00 includes thls and three other snmulauon/gdmes
and supporting culture study materials comprising a
unit of study on Southeast Asia

10!



Participants role-play leaders in the developing nations of Southeast
Asia. A board is provided. Players move along the board experiencing
events which negatively or positively affect their progress toward the
“Developed Nation™ state.

Game: DIG
.Source: Interact

Subject: Economic development
Grade level: Junior-senior high school
Playing time: 1-4 hours

No. of participants: * 10-20

Cost:

§10

Divided into two competing teams with the task of secretly creating
two cultures, each team in the class first writes a description of its hy-
pothetical civilization. This description stresses the interrelationship of
cultural patterns: economics, government, family, language, religion and
recreation. After designing and then constructing artifacts which reflect
their civilization's cultural patterns, team members carefully place these
artifacts in the ground, according to the archeological principles learned
during the simulation. Then'each team scientifically excavates, restores,
analyzes and reconstructs the other team’s artifacts and culture.

Game: - DIRTY WATER

Source: Damon/Educational Division

Subject: Water pollution, ecology

Grade level: Elementary, junior and senior high schoo}
Playing time: 1-3 hours

No.of participants: 2-4

Cost:

: $16

In this game each participant assumes the role of a water pollution con-
trol official who is responsible for stocking his lake. He does so by
collecting appropriate organisms as he moves -around the game board,

confronting the problems of water pollution each time he lands on a °

*“pollution™ triangle. The participant must learn to anticipate possible

" pollution of his lake, attempt tc avoid the problem of overpopulation,

manage his finances efficiently, and consider the problem of possible

. pollution coming from upstream. A participant wins the game by con-

trolling the poilution and.thereby being the first to completely stock
his lake. The purpose is to teach ecology, the problems of water pollu-
tion, and the complexity of the decision-making process.

Game: ECOLOGY

Source: Damon/Educationai Division

Subject: Ecology

Grade level: Elementary, junior and senior high school
Playing time: 1-3 hours

No. of participants: 2-4

Cost: $10

O

E1110

This game allows .players to begin the world over again. They must
guide the human population through four stages of mankind’s develop-
ment: hunting, agricultural, industrial and environmental. Each par-
ticipant must attempt to bring his population, his technology and his
1atural environment into a workable balance. .




Game: . ECON/GNP

Source: Digital Equipment Corporation
Subject: U.S. economy

Grade level: -Junior-senior high school
Playing time: 1-2 hours

No. of participants: 2-10

Cost:
- This computer-assisted game simulates the United States economy.

Individual packet $2.10: classroom packet $14

Decisions are made which affect the productive capacity of the country.

Game: ECONOMIC SYSTEM
Source: - Bobbs Merrill Co.

Subject: Competitive economic system
Grade level: Junior-senior high school
Playing time: 2-6 hours

No. of participants: 7-13

Cost:

$25 ) '

Economic System is based on the interrelationship of a competitive eco-
nomic system. Mine owners, manufacturers, workers and farmers pro-
duce, market and consume goods while trying to make a profit and
maintain a high standard of living. The game attempts to provide a
graphic illustration of concepts relating to the operation of economic
systems, including the dependence of each part of the system on the
activities of other parts; ways in which group demands can cause the
individual to modify his behavior; and how participants can use their
power to see to it that their own interests play a role in any group de-
mands and collective goals that may be formulated. Participants can-
also learn about the problems of international trade, the problems of -
taxation and the provision of pubhc goods.

Game: EDPLAN

Source: Games Central-

Subject: ‘Educational planning, costs and beneﬁts
Grade level: Senior high school

Playing time: " 2-4 hours

No. OfpdrllClpdnlS 29-36

Cost:

$25 .
Edplan is an educational system planning game designed to demon-
strate the major issues of educational planning and to encourage aware-
ness of alternative plans, costs and benefits.

Game: "~ EL BARRIO

Source: Berkeley Gaming Project
Subject: Immigrant economic- mobility
Grade level: _ Senior high school- college
Playing time: 2-3 hours

No. of participants: 7-15

Cost: . $15

This game embodies the forces affcctmg a Latin immigrant to the big

" city in North America. He must acquire a physical skill, build a social

ERIC *
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network, tearn how to use a vehicle, and decide whether to collaborate
wnh the system or fight it. Paruupants may aim to become leaders in
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the Latin community, join the system and graduate to the suburbs, or
move up and out still contesting.

Game: ELECTION

Source: . Educational Games Company
Subject:. Political careers

Grade level: Elementary-senior high school
Flaying time: One-halfto | hour

No. of participants: 4

Cost: $5.95

The purpose of this game is to inform the participants of the funda-
mentals of government service, the elective system, and the mechanics
of the election of the President of the United States. Participants seek a
career in government service—then seek the presidency. -

Game: ENTERPRISE

Source: - Interact

Subject: Free enterprise
- Grade level: Junior-senior high school
Playing time: 2-4 hours

No. of participants: 20-30

Cost: 510

This role-play simulation places the participants into positions as bank-
ers, businessmen, brokers, consumers, welfare poor, politicians and lob-
- byists. These groups interact with one another, buymg and selling labor;
buymg and selling capital; and generally engaging in all the economic
activities capitalism requires in order to function. :

Game: ESSO SERVICE STATION GAME

Source: CRAC

Subject: Competition in the market

Grade level: Senior high school-college
Playing time: Open—up to ten.]l-hour sessions,
No. of participants:- 30

Cost: 10 pounds (plus 75 pence postage)

The ESSO Service Station Game allots each team a service station wnh
varying facilities. The teams then compete with each other for a greater
market share of gasoline sales, car servicing and sales of tires, batteries

and accessories.

Game: . ESSO STUDENTS BUSINESS"GAME™

Source:- CRAC

Subject: Financing

Grade level: Senior high school- collefze

Playing time: Open—up to ten I-hour sessions

No. of participants: 30 ' .
Cost: 10 pounds (plus 75 pence postage) v

The players in this game experience the complexities of fmdncmg a
company which manufactures and markets refrigeration equipment.
Decisions must be made in the finance, production and marketing areas.

O




Game: FARMING

Source: The Macmillan Company
Subject:- Agriculture

Grade level: Senior high school
Playing time: 4-6 hours

No. of participants: *15-30

Cost:

Cost:

$91.95
The purpose of this simulation is to expose partncnpdnts to some of the
factors affecting farmers’ decision-making. Pacticipants assume the role
of a farmer in western Kansas at tiiree different time periods. They must
decide what to produce, what products to invest in, and what products
to reinvest in. The implication is that participants will learn from the
results of their decisions and change their decisions to best achieve the

maximum production, given the agricultural conditions in Kansas. This

simulation is part of the national High School Geography Project.

Game: FIRM

Source: Didactic Systems, Inc.

Subject: Business management

Grade level: Senior high school-college
. Playing time: 2-4 hours

No. of participants: Teams of 6

$12 for 30 pdrucnpants plus teacher’s guide $3.50

The purpose of this exercise is to teach the economic principles of run-
ning a firm, and the fundamental relationships between assets, liabili-
ties, revenue, cost, profits and net worth. Teams represent store
owners and participants represent the president, operation manager,
buyer, controller, assistant controller and public accountant. They must
decide at what price to sell merchandise, whether to take on additional
loans, and what to do with profits.

Game: T.L.LP.

Source: Instructional Simulations, Inc.
Subject: Consumer education, economics
Grade level: - Junior, senior high school- -college -
Playing time: ’5 hours

No. of participants: 2-30

Cost:

$35

A one or two-person simulation and didactic unit treating the factors of
budgeting, life-style, credit management, payment schedules, invest-
ment programs, purchase options and income management. Twelve
simulated periods, or one year, are conducted. Twenty different fami-
lies are available -as didactic units, ‘each illustrating the role of family
size, income, education, occupation, residence and related socioeco-
nomic variables as determinants of family life income patterns.

.Game: GAME OF BRINKMANSHIP
Source: . History Simulations
- Subject: International relations
Grade level: - Junior-senior high school
Playing time: 3-5 hours
No. ofpartlmpants 20-45

. Cost; - $7.50
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This simulation involves two super-powers, the United States of Ameri-
ca and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, attempting to reach
agreements over real-life disagreements (crises from 1943 to 1967).
Background information is analyzed and negotiation takes place
between the two countries.

Game: . THE GARBAGE GAME

Source: Education Ventures, Inc.

Subject: Ecology

Grade level: Elementary

Playing time: * Fifteen minutes to one-half hour

No. of participants: 2-6

Cost: 37 :

The garbage can contains 128 jigsaw pieces which make up seven color-
ful cartoons about'household waste and how to diminish it. Participants
strive to complete the cartoons. for high score. In the process, they're
governed by ecological principles. Pressure-packed *“Greed’ rounds
permit them to take as many puzzle pieces as they can grab—but they
are penalized if they take more than they can use constructively. A
spinner governs the give-and-take of the game and the chance to “‘recy-
cle” materials from the garbage container. A Household Ecology
Checklist accompanies the game rules.

Game: GHETTO

Source: Bobbs Merrill Co.

Subject: * Community, economics, civics
Grade level: Junior-senior high school
Playing time: - 1-3 hours

No. of participants: 7-10

Cost: $24

Ghetto deals with the pressures under which the urban poor live and the
choices that face them as they seck to improve their life situation. Each
participant is given a fictional personal profile. He allocates his time
among several alternatives: work, play, school, hustling (crime), passing
time and neighhorhood improvement. Participants learn, among other
things, how neighborhood conditions affect them individually and how
they can be improved.

Game: GUNS AND BUTTER

Source: Simile 11

Subject: International economics
Grade level: Junior-senior high school
Playing time: | to one and one-half hours
No. of participants: 18-28

Cost: $25

Participants serve as leaders of nations who try to increase the real
wealth of their country and at the same time make sure that it is secure
from attack by other nations. Participants can form common markets,
trade, establish alliances, defend themselves, and attack other nations.

Game: HOMESTEADERS
Q rce: - Simile 11




Subject: Western development

Grade level: Elementary-;umor high school
Playing time: 10 to 15 thirty-minute sessions
No. of participants: 18-35

Cost: $10-

‘Participants take the part of homesteaders, railroad men and land specu-
lators in the Old West. Each of the homesteaders is told the occupation
he pursued before heading out West and the amount of money he has
been able to save. A map on the wall presents the land which is available
for homesteading as well as the land owncd by the railroad and land
speculators. The homesteader receives money from the sale of crops each
simulated year. Some homesteaders find that they don’t have enough
money to get started. Others will begin and then lose their farms because
they don’t have enough money to keep it going. The railroad men and
land speculators are given a list of land which they have received or
purchased from the state and federal governments. They attempt to sell
their land at a profit and buy land from hotsesteaders at a very low price.

Game: IMPACT

Source: Instructional Simulations, Inc.
Subject: Community action, opportunity costs
‘Grade level: Junior, senior high school-college
Playing time: 6-10 hours

No. of participants: 20-35

Cost: $160

Impact is a community simulation involving participants as community
members. Each participant is supplied with biographical information,
memberships in various groups and differential involvement in selected
key community issues based on newspaper analysis. Group problems are
provided which requnre group members to process and resolve various
alternative questions, predicaments, changes and maintenance problems.

Game: IMPORT

Source: ~ Simile I1

Subject: International trade

Grade level: ~ Elementary-junior high school
Playing time: 10 to 20 forty-minute sessions
No. of parucnpams 18-35

Cost: 510

lmport is a simulation of the activities of six intporting firms located in

- various ports around the world. Each firm, made up of approximately
six participants, buys exports from various countries. Those firms which
are able to buy products which can be sold for a profit in their own
country are declared the winners.

Game: INFLATION

Source: Paul S. Amidon & Associates, Inc.
Subject: Inflation

Grade level: Senior high school

Playing time: 1 hour

No. of participants: 33

Cost: $20

A role-playing activity which allows participants to take part in simu-
lated aspects of the complex process of political-economic decision-
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making. Representing five major groups in the United States, partici-
pants attempt to influence the federal government to gain economic
advantages as the government works to control inflation.

Game: THE INNER-CITY HOUSING GAME
Source: Found in Simulation Games, The Free Press
Subject: Inner-city housing 4

Grade level: . Junior-senior high school

Playing time: 2%-4 hours

No. of participants: 6-10

Cost: $4.95

This simulation provides participants with a role-play experience involv-
ing inner city housing problems. The participants must find a place to
live which is personally satisfactory and within certain budgetary limits.
Typical housing problems.are experienced and handled by each partici-

pant.
Game: INTERNATIONAL TRADE
Source: Didactic Systems, Inc.
Subject: Commerce, foreign trade
Grade level: Senior high schoo!
Playing time: 2-5 hours
No. of participants: Teams of 6
Cost: 312 for 30 participants plus teacher’s guide $3.50

Participants play the roles of competitive importers, exporters, traders
and bankers. They must decide what to produce, how much to produce
and what to import. The objective is to gain profits from trade and to
increase general welfare!

Game: KORUPSH

Source: American Universities Field Staff

Subject: Government regulation of business

Grade level: Senior high school-college

Playing time: Up to one class period per group of players

No. of participants: 3 or more

Cost: $49.00 includes this and three other simulation games

and. supporting culture study materials comprising a
unit of study on Southeast Asia
Participants role-play a taxi driver, street vendor or restaurant owner.
The objective is obtaining a license from governmental authorities.
Corruption——Korupsi is the Indonesian word—usually becomes an
important part of acquiring this permit to do business. Play is on a board
which provides critical incidents in the pursuit of the apphcants

objective.
Game: THE LAND USE GAME
Source: Education Ventures, Inc.
Subject: Land development
Grade level: Junior-senior high school
Playing time: 1-2 hours
No. of participants: Open
Cosl: $2.50
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This game presents the mterrelauonshlps and cenflicts between man and
his natural environment. The partigipants must decide where to locate
roads, recreation areas, forests, élc. for the purpose of meeting human
needs and protecting the natural environment.

Game: LIFE CAREER

Source: Bobbs Merrill Co.

Subject: Career choice and opportunity costs
Grade level: Junior-senior high school

Playing time: 2-6 hours

No. of participants: 4-20

Cost:

$35

Life Career contains certain features of the “iabor market.™ the “‘edu-
cation market™ and the “marriage market™ as they now operate in the
United States and as projections indicate they will operate in the future.
Participants work with the profile of a fictitious person, allotting his’
time and activities among school, studying. a job, family responsibili-
ties and leisure time. Each team represents a teenager planning and then
living through about eight years of life. The objective is to plan a life
which gives speciﬁc. rewards to the person whose role is assumed by the
partncnpdms It is intended to give participants some advance experience’
in planning for their own future. :

Game: LIMITED. COMPETITIVE MARKET

Source: South-Western Publishing Co., Inc.
Subject: Competition and price determination
Grade level: Junior-senior high school

Playing time: 1 hour

No. of participants: Upto 42

Cost:

Part of a set of five economic simulations. $38.00 per
set. A teacher’s guide accompanies the set. (See otier
South-Western entries.)

This game introduces the economic concepts of retail buying und selling
where buyers purchase items in a given price range for resale on the retail
market. Participants learn how competition aftects price determination.
In this game, buyers from numerous large retail outlets are sent to
Mexico to buy items in a given price range that might appeal to retail
customers. Participants learn about the flexibility of price determination
in 1 market where handcrafted items are purchased for resale. The item
used in Game Two is a Mexican poncho.

Game: LIMITED MARKET

Source: South-Western Publishing Co.. Inc.

Subject; " Supply and demand

Grade level: Junior-senior high school

Playing time: | hour

No. of participants: Up to 42

Cost: Part of a set of five economic slmulauons, $38.00 per
set. A teacher’s guide accompanies the set. {(See other
South-Western entries.)

O
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This game introduces the economic concept of collective buying and
seiling. The demand team represents the collective ability of individuals
charged with buying prom favors as representatives of their classmates
from schools throughout the nation. Similarly, the supply team repre-
sents the collective ability of all sellers to market their wares at or above
various minimum prices.

Game: LOW BIDDER

Source: Entelek, Incorporated

Subject: Management, market competition
Grade level: Senior high school

Playing time: 2-4 hours

No. of participants: 2-25

Cost: $10

Low Bidder simulates the conditions lhdl face executives in bidding for
control in manufacturing, construction, printing and many other indus-
tries. Participants learn how to select jobs on which there are apt to be
relatively few bidders, how to estimate the best markup, and how to pro-
tect the company against cut-throat competition. Participants assume
the roles of company managers.

Game: MACROECONOMIC POLICY GAME
Source: Prentice-Hall, inc.

Subject: Macroeconomic policy

Grade level: Senior high school-college

Playing time: 2-10 hours

No. of participants: 15-25

Cost;

Contained in book, $7.95

Macroeconomic Policy Game involves teams of participants in policy
decision-making with a computer-simulated macroeconomic model of
the economy. Governmental expenditures, marginal tax rates and the
money supply are alternative instruments for policy centrol. The pur-
pose of the game is to illustrate the complexities of a dynamic economy
and the problems inherent in the use of fiscal and monetary policy to
pursue the goals of economic stability and growth. This exercise was
developed by Richard Attiyeh and others for a principles course, but it
has been used for high ability secondary students. It can be found in a
book, Recent Research in Economic Education, edited by Keith G.
Lumsden.

Game: MANAGING YOUR MONEY
Source: CUNA Mutual Insurance Society
Subject: Money, credit and insurance
Grade level: Junior-senior high school

Playing time: 1-2 hours

No. of participants: 2-6

Cost:

EMC
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$2.50 plus postage :
A game designed to teach the principles of mom.y, credit and insurance.
Participants select a vocation, earn a salary and charge a fee to other
participants. They save, borrow, earn dividends and pay interest. Insur-
ance is made available to participants to protect them against “built-
in"" hazards.



Game: MARKET

Source: Benefic Press

Subject: Economics ,

Grade level: Elementary-junior high school

Playing time: 1-3 hours

No. of participants: 16-40

Cost: Game is included as part of curriculum package $51

The game attempts to help participants to discover the economic con-
cepts of market, profit, and supply and demand. The entire class is
divided into two groups, consumers -and retailers. Within the groups,
participants are paired to form teams and compete against each other.
Retailers. must buy food from a wholesaler, rent stores and establish
their own selling prices. They must attempt to maximize their profits.
Consumers must attempt to buy food with limited funds. Points are
given for the better choices and use of the funds. The consumer team
with the most points wins the game.

Game: MARKET

Source: Didactic Systems, Inc.

Subject: Economics, supply and demand

Grade level: Senior high school

Playing time: 2-5 hours

No. of participants: Teams of 6

Cost: $12 for 3G participants plus teacher’s guide $3.50

The purpose of this game is to demonstrate how price is established
through changing demand and supply conditions. It also illustrates the
concept of diminishing returns. Participants represent buyers and must
make budgeting decisions on what to consume, given a fixed budget.
They must decide on quantities of goods to buy, what prices to pay for
the goods, and how much money they should save. Their objective is to
gain satisfaction points through purchasing goods at various prices.

Game: ‘ MARKET

Source: . Digital Equipment Corporation

Subject: Market

Grade level: Elementary-junior, senior high school

Playing time: One-haif to 2 hours ‘

No. of participants: 2-10

Cost: Individual packet $2.10; classroom packet $14

This computer-assisted game allows participants to engage in company
decision-making. Two companies compete in single product competi-
tion. Price, invesitory and advertising decisions must be made.

Game: MARKET GAME -

Source: Hoilt, Rinehart and Winston, Inc.

Subject: Free market economy

Grade level: Junior-seniscr high school

Playing time; 1-2 hours

No. of participants: . 16-30

Cost: Available as part of audiovisual package, $156 ap-

O

proximate cost
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This game is designed as a learning rescurce to be used in the study of
free market economic relations. Developed as part of a book entitled
Comparative Economic Systems tor use in high school economics
courses,-the unit stresses aggregate intergroup economic actions, rather
than micro features. Part of the ninth-grade section of the Holt Social
Studies curriculum developed by Edward Fenton.

Game: MARKET PLACE

Source: Changing Times Education Service

Subject: Market alternatives—consumer choites

Grade level: 7 Junior-senior high school

Playing time: Game is part of total unit. Time depends on amount

No.

of material used
of participants: 30

Cost: $44.50

This game is part of a unit which dllows participants to make market
decisions in order to maximize utility from purchases. The participants
usce advertising warranties and general product information for back-
ground knowledge before purchases are made.

Game: MARKETPLACE

Source: ’ Joint Council on Economic Education
Subject: Econoinics, economic systems

Grade level: Scnior high school-college

Playing time: 6-12 hours

No. of participants: 20-50

Cost:

375

Marketplace is a game which translates basic economic concepts par-
ticipants read about in an introductory textbook into a series of trans-
actions which simulate a microeconomic world. The economic concepts
that are demonstrated by events in the game are supply, demand, dilem-
ma of unlimited wants and limited resources, factors of production,
circular flow of capital and goods, the functions of money, the influence
of the profit motive, division of labor, and the market. The essence of
the game is to provide participants with a systems approach to eco-
nomics. This conceptual framework should then help to make appro-
priate economic judgments. Teams of participants role-play households
and businesses: manufacturers, retailers or banks. Through a process
of buying and selling participants acquire units of satisfaction. The
team which acquires the most units ofsausfdcuon by the end of the game

is the wirner.

Game: MENTAL HEALTH SITE DISPUTE
Source: Community Service Volunteers

Subject: Environmental community planning
Grade level: Junior high school

Playing time: | hour

No. of participants: 20-30

Cost: 40 pence plus postage

ERIC
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A role-playing simulation in which all community members make deci-
sions as to where the new mental health site slould be.



Game: MICRO-COMMUNITY

Source: Classroom Dynamics Publishing Co.
Subject: Economic community interaction
Grade level: Junior-senior high school

Playing time: Open (180 daily lesson plans provided)
No. of participants: 20-40

Cost: $35

Participants involved in this extensive simulation are faced with the
problems of earning money, paying rent, contending with inflation,
going into business, paying for welfare, and various social problems.
This is a year long unit which can be modified for shorter periods.

Game: ' MICRO-ECONOMY

Source: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, Inc...
Subject: Market

Grade level: Junior-senior high school

Playing " 1e: Open

‘No. of panicipants: 10-30

Cost: $39
This simulation allows participants to obtain jobs, purchase land, create
and use goods and services, and allocate scarce resources. The result
of the game is a society where each participant has had an input.

Game: THE MONEY GAME
Source: Leswing Communications
Subject: Money

Grade level: Elementary .

Playing time: One-halfto 1 hour

No. of participants: 6

Cost: $6.95

Money is used in purchasing needs and wants. Participants obtain
practice in handling money and budgeting their income.

Game: MONOPOLY

Source: -+ Parker Brothers Games

Subject: Investment :
Grade level: Elementary, junior-senior high school
Playing time: 1-3 hours ‘

No. of participants: 2-8

Cost: $6.66

Participants buy, sell and swap real estate, railroads and utilities.
Monbopoly positions allow for higher rents to be charged other partici-

pants.
Game: MR. BANKER
Source: Federal Reserve Bank of Minneapolis
Subject: Commercial banking and Federal Reserve policy
Grade level: Junior-senior high school
Playing time: 4 forty-minute sessions
No. of participants: 6-30
Cost: $15

This simulation acquaints participants with the money and credit sys-
Q tem of our nation and how it affects and is affected by changes in eco-
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nomic conditions. Its major objective is the deposit-money creation
function of commercial banks and the need for a central monetary
authority—the Federal Reserve System—to change the rate of growth of
the money supply and the cost and availability of credit.

Game: ' MUCH ADO ABOUT MARBLES
Source: Gamed Simulations, Incorporated
Subject: Comparative systems

Grade level: Senior high school-college

Playing time: Two and one-half to 6 hours

No. of participants: 20-40

Cost: $50

A symbolic interaction simulation in which the participants experiment
with a variety of economic and political systems. Participants speculate
in iand, build up property values, establish courts, welfare, health and
education facilities.

Game: MULBERRY

Source: ‘ Paul S. Amidon & Associates, Inc.
Subject: Urban renewal

Grade level: Junior-senior high school

Playing time: 2-4 hours

No. of participants: 20-35

Cost: 350

This is a simulation of an urban renewal project in one comntunity.
Participants play the roles of citizens, city officials and professional
planners. The objective is to combine use of federal resources in planning
a government structure to redevelop an area of sixteen blocks in Mul-
berry, an older section of Greenbriar city. Participants must deal with
problems of urban renewal, involving high-density population, poor
-quality housing and poor social environment.

Game: NATIONAL ECONOMY

Source: Didactic Systems, Inc. '

Subject: Economics, national economy

Grade level: Senior high school

Playing time: 2-5 hours

No. of participants: Teams of 6

Cost: $12 for 30 participants plus teacher’s guide $3.50

The purpose of the game is to aid understanding of the relationships
between growth, inflation, national income and unemployment. It also
shows how activity in different kinds of industries can have different
effects on the economy. A model is developed simulating a nation’s
economic atmosphere and conditions. Participants role-play representa-
tives of the business community on an economic policy committee,
separated into three industrial groups producing consumer, luxury and
producer goods. They must decide on ‘the yearly level of investment in
each of these sectors. Their objectives are to maintain full employment
without inflation and to promote orderly growth of the economy.

Game: NEW HIGHWAY
Source: Education Ventures, Ine¢.
Q ’
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Subject: Community planning

Grade level: Elementary-junior high school
Playing time: One-half to 2 hours

No. of participants: 6-20

Cost: 3495

As residents of Townville the participants seem to agree that Route 21
is congested with traffic and that it has become a safety hazard. But each
role in the community seems to have different ideas about what to do
about the problem. Some of the businessmen who own firms along
Route 21 want to widen the road. The mayor wants to replace it with a
superhighway. A group of conservationists suggest ways in which traffic
can be reduced. Some homeowners favor a new highway—as long as it
isn’t built too close to their property. Each of the six interest groups is
free to lobby for the position it favors before the crucial public hearing.

Game: NEW SCHOOL
Source: Education Ventures, Inc.
Subject: Community planning
Grade level: Junior-senior high school
Playing time: 1-2 hours

- No. of participants: 6-20

Cost:

$4.95

One of Rockland’s two middle schools, the Dewey School, is badly
overcrowded and in need of repair. The school board recommends that
the community approve funds for a new Dewey School. Some members
of a taxpayers’ group, however, argue that it might be wiser to repair
Dewey School and build an addition if more space is needed. Some
members of the local booster club would like to see Rocklznd replace
both of its middle schools with one big new school, complete with swim-
ming pool and community facilities. Some parents and teachers think
the community should talk about how education programs might change
belore deciding what kind of building it needs. The discussion climaxes
with a public hearing, with participants taking the above-mentioned
roles.

Gume: NEW STEEL SITE—BUT WHERE?

Source: Community Service Volunteers
Subject: ‘ Environmental community planning
Grade level: Junior high school

Playing time: | hour.

No. of participants: 20-30

Cost:

40 pence plus postage
A role-playing simulation in which all commumty members make deci-
sions as to where the new steel plant should be located.

Game: NEW TOWN

Source: Harwell Associates, Inc.
Subject: Community planning

Grade level: Junior, senior high school-college
Playing time: Three-fourths to.3 hours

No. of participants: 10-20

Cne[
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New Town is a game of strategy involving the envirenmental, economic,
social and political factors in building a brand-new community. Partici-
pants bid on land, vote for public buildings, participate in open discus-
sions and make compromises which affect every player.

Game: NO DAM ACTION

Source: Instructional Simulations, Inc.

Subject: Resource management -
Grade level: Junior, senior high school-college

Playing time: 6-20 hours

No. of participants: 20-40

Cost: $85

Water resource management is the theme of No Dam Action: iis title -
was taken from a newspaper headline dealing with alternatives to flood

control measures. Together with flood control, the simulation also

covers problems of water resource plans, sanitation and water treatment

needs, pollution abatement, lake and water use classification, plus a

nucleag power plant, :

Game: OLD SAN FRANCISCO GAME
Source: Leswing Communications

Subject: Trading

Grade level: Elementary

Playing time: One-half to | hour

No. of participants: 6

Cost: $6.95

The participants attempt to acquire needed services by trading goods.
Value and scarcity determine the relative prices in the exchange.

Game: OPEN SPACE

Source: Education Ventures, Inc.
Subject: Community planning

Grade level* + Elementary-junior high school
Playing time: One-half to 2 hours

No. of participants: 6-20

Cost: $4.95

‘Farm Hills is Newtown's last big parcel of undeveloped land. A develop-

er's proposal to build a huge shopping center at Farm Hills stirs public
debate about how the land could best be used. Some members of 4 slum
neighborhood group think Farm Hills would make a good site for low-

" cost public housing. A group of parents favors using the land as a family

recreation area. Some local businessmen see Farm Hills as the perfect
location for a badly needed industrial park. An environmental group
argues that the land will be most valuable to the community as totally
undeveloped open space. The debate culminates at a public hearing, with
the participants taking the predescribed roles.

Game: " PACIFIC EXPRESS"

Source: Berkeley Gaming Project

Subject: United States railroad development
- Grade level: Senior high school-college

Q ingtime: 5-10 hours



No. of participants: 9-31

Cost: 320
Recapitulates the building of the transcontinental railroad from 1860
onwards. It demonstrates how the rajlroad ventures were organized and

financed.
Game: . PANIC
Source: Interact
Subject: Ariierican history. cconomics
Grade level: Junior-senior high school
Playing time: 23 hours
No. of participants: 23-36
Cost: $10

Panic divides the class into economic pressure groups from different

regions of the United States during the period 1920-1940. Students study

the prosperity of the 1920's and the depression of the 1930's. The simu-

lation culminates in mock Congressnonal commitiees and a mock Con-
. gress trying to solve the economic crisis.

Game: PILGRIMAGE

Source: American Universities Field Staff

Subject: Comparative economic systems

Grade level: Senior high school-college

Playing time: One class period per group of players

No. of participants: 4 teams of 1, 2 or 3 players

Cost: $49.00 includes this and another simulation

(BAZAAR) and supporting culture study materials
comprising a unit of study
Participants role-play villagers of various ethnic groups seeking to
become pilgrims to Mecca, the holy city of Islam. A board is provided
which symbolically dispenses good or bad luck as players move around
it. When sufficient points and/or money are earned, a player achieves
the desired experience: a pilgrimage to Mecca.

Game: o PINK PEBBLES

Source: Education Ventures, Inc.

Subject: Money

Grade level: Elementary -

Playing time: One-half to | hour

No. of participants: 2-6 (board version), 36 (classroom version)
Cost: $8 for board version, $9.95 for classroom version

Participants of Pink Pebbles begin as “*primitive farmers™ trying to
attain subsistence through settled farming. Progressing through seven
levels of activity, they gain time to start handicrafts, to accumulate
surpluses, to barter, and finally to specialize as owners of “'stores’ in an
evolving market economy. Along the way, they find “pink pebbles’—
meaningless at first but increasingly important as need grows for a
medium of exchange. .

Game: THE PLANET MANAGEMENT GAME
Source: Houghton Mifflin Company
Q"hlecl Community planning
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Grade level: Junior-senior high school
Playing time: 1-2 hours
No. of participants: 4-6

Cost:

$12.75

The Planet Management Game puts participants in control of an imagi-
nary planet with a population explosion and a pollution problem. A
“cardboard computer™ aids decision-making. *

Game: PLANS

Source: Simile 11

Subject: Sociology, political science, cconomics
Grade level: Senior high schoof-coffege

Playing time: 4-8 hours

No. of participants: 25-35

Cost:

$35 for 25-participant kit, $50 for 35-participant kit

In Plans, participants are members of interest groups which use influ-
ence to produce changes in American society. There are six interest
groups: military, civil rights, nationalists, internationalists, business and
labor. Each group has {rom two to six members and communicates with
other groups by written messages and scheduled conferences. During
each period, the groups must decide how to use their influence points.
Their decisions are given to a calculations staff which determines the
consequences of the decisions on the American economy and feeds the
results back to the participants. The purpose of this simulation is to
inform participants of the goals of various pressure groups and to help
them to understand the uses of power and influence in public life.

Game: -POLLUTION

Source: Simulation System Program .
Subject: Environment, quality of life
Grade level: Junior-senior high school
Playing time: 2 hours

No. 0fpdrt1c1pants 4-32

Cost:

$22.50

This exercise, built around a series of negotiation sessions, orients par-
ticipants to the increasing emphasis being placed on the environment and
quality of life. It provides participants with an opportunity to under-
stand some of the problems in coping with air, water, land and visual
pollution. The game allows participants to experience the trade-offs
between personal/corporate goal satisfaction and environmental quality.
The developers of the game attempted to suit-it to learners havmg little
or no experience in the area.

Game: POLLUTION GAME

Source: Games Central

Subject: . . Costs of pollution and abatement programs
Grade level: Junior-senior high school '
Playing time: 1-3 hours

No. of participants: 12-16

Cost:

[1{lc8

JAruitoxt Provided

$30 .
The game presents community consequences of different forms of pollu-
tion—air, water, noise—and of abatement programs. Participants role-



play residents, businessmen, industrialists, etc., in the community
which is mapped out on a game board. Participants are faced with the
dilemma of high short-term costs for abatement programs as compared
to disastrous long-term effects of unabated pollution.

Game: POLLUTION GAME
Source: Houghton Mifflin Company
Subject: Ecology

Grade level: Junior-senior high school
Playing time: -2 hours

_ No. of participants: 4-6

Cost:

No. ofpdrtlmpants 2-6

Cost:

$9.80

The Pollution Game involves participants in today’s ecological crises.
As they try to improve environmental quality, the profit motive com-
plicates their éfforts.

Game: POPULATION
Source: Damon/Educational Division
Subject: Industrial growth and population control
Grade level: Junior, senior high school-college
" Playing time: 1 hour

$10 '
Participants’ task in this game is to develop a new planet. The planet is
very much like earth and has six countries in an early agricultural era.
Technology advances, forcing decisions pertammg to resource use and
population control.

Game: POTLATCH GAME

Source: Games Central

Subject: Resource allocation—conspicuous consumption

Grade level: Junior-senior high school

Playing time: The game s part of a larger unit—time is dependent

upon materials used.

'No. of participants: 30’

Cost:

$60

The game recreates a ceremony common to the Pacific Northwest’s
Kwakiutl Indians. The ceremony sees the host (participant) trying to
gain prestige by overwhelming his guests with “gifts.”

Game: POWDERHORN
Source: Simile 11

Subject: Political economics
Grade level: Elementary
Playing time: 1-2 hours

No. of participants: 18-35

Cost:

$12.50

Powderhorn is an adaptation of the adult simulation called Starpower,
In Powderhorn participants take the part of frontiersmen who establish
a three-tiered society by trading rifles, traps and pelts. After a time, the
participants in the highest level are given the right to make the rules for

- the society. They usually make rules which enable them to stay in power.
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This undemocratic behavior almost always leads to a revolution of one
kind or another. at which time the game is ended.

Game: PRESSURE

Source: ' Interact

Subject: Community development—urban economics
Grade level: Junior-senior high school

Playing time: . 2-4 hours

No. of participants: 6-36

Cost:

$10

Participants become citizeéns in a community beset by the big problems
facing local government today: zoning vs. personal rights: cultural and
ecological preservation vs. economic gain: school modernization in
plant and curricelum vs. tradition and taxpayers. Participants become
involved in these crisis sitaations by forming six pressure groups found
in almost all communities. a Taxpayers® Association, a Chamber of
Commerce, a Developers’ Association. a Farmers’ Cooperative, an
Ecology Club. an Historical Society. Some participants are elected to a
Community Council (simulating a city or town council or county board
of supervisors) and a school board. Others are appointed to a Planning
Commission, a Zoning Board, and a Water-Sewer Authority.

Game: PROFIT. a Simulation of Modern Trading in South.
east Asia

Source: American Universities Field Staff

Subject: International trade; imports, exports

Grade level: Senior high school-college

Playing time: One class period minimum. Can be extended with
increasing sophistication among traders to five class
periods

No. of participants: 20 or more

Cost:

$49.00 includes this and three other simulation games
and supporting culture study materials comprising a
unit of study on Southeast Asia

Participants role-play Ministers of Trade of seven Southeast-Asian
nations, trading agents from seven industrialized nations. and six service
agents. such as bankers. who facilitate transactions. Modern economies
are presented in a Southeast-Asian context.

Game:. THE REDWOOD CONTROVERSY
Source: Houghton Mifflin Company

Subject: Resource allocation

Grade level: Junior-senior high school

Playing time: 1-2 hours

No. of participants: 4-6 .

Cost: §7.95

The Redwood Controversy has pdl‘llupdnlb debate propomls for a
Redwood National Park. The ecological and financial aspects of. con-
servation efforts are brought out. ‘

G.lme o SACRIFICE
“ource: Education Ventures. Inc.

EMC
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Subject: Environment

Grade level: Junior-senior high school
Playing time: 2-4 hours

No. of pariicipants: 10-100

Cost: 34.95

Sacrifice is an environmental conflict game that divides the class into the
kinds of interest groups that make up a real community: manufacturers,
public utility executives, small businessmen, public officials, and various
consumer-voter groups. Acting on the basis of their own values and atti-
tudes, these groups attempt to reach consensus on the *right™ sclution
to environmental problems which concern the entire community. No
group is made up of “*bad guys'': all want to solve the problems raised in
five successive rounds: industrial water pollution, bottle and tin-can
recycling. downtown traffic jams, expansion of electrical power/pro-
duction, and the use of conservation funds. Yet the groups must over-
come various differences about interests and values if they are to achieve
agreement and action.

Game: " SCARCITY AND ALLOCATION

Source: Didactic Systems. inc.

Subject: Economics

Grade levei: Senior high school

Playing time: 2-5 hours

No. of participants: Teams of 6

Cost: $12 for 30 participants plus teacher's guide $3.50

The objective is to increase the standard of living of a group of people
stranded on an island. Savings are measured in hours, which, although
they cannot be saved, can be spent for projects that lift the castaways
above the survival level. Participants must make decisions on how to
allocate time among hunting. fishing, farming, food-collecting and taol-
making. The game attempts to highlight the meaning of saving and
investment and the relationships between these two economic activities,

Game: SECURITY

Source: Community Service Volunteers
Subject: Unemployment

Grade level; Junior high school

Playing time: 1 hour

No..of participants: 2-6

Cost; . 2% pounds plus postage

This game deals with the problem of unemployment. Sickness and going
to the hospital, increases in rents, cuts in benefits are some of the dis-
advantages written into the board game.

Game; SETTLE OR STRIKE

Saurce: Games Central

Subject: Collective bargaining

Grade level: Juniar, seniar high school-coliege
Playing time: Open

No. of participants: 24-32

Cost: $40

ERIC
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This game is a role-play simulation of the collective bargaining process.
Role teams represent union local and Lastik Plastic Co., as they try to
reach agreement on five contract issues: wages, union security, seniority,
vacations, and contract duration.

Game: SHARE THE RISK

Source: Changing Times Education Service

Subject: Insurance ,

Grade level: Junior-senior high school

Playing time: Game is part of a total unit. Time depends 6n amount

of material used.
No. of participants: 30
Cost: $64.50
The game stresses the concepts of decision-making, risk-sharing, and
chance-taking as they relate to the insurance area. The insurance types
included are life, health, property and liability.

Game: SIERRA LEONE

Source: Board of Cooperative Educationad Services (BOCES)

Subject: Social studies, ecconomic development in  African
countries

Grade level: Elementary

Playing time: 2 hours

No. of participants: | at a time

Cost: Special arrangements with BOCES

Provides participants with an understanding of the problems of newly
independent African countries, an awareness of facts about the geogra-
phy and recent history of Sierra Leone, and an understanding of some
economic principles as they operate in underdeveloped countries, Par-
ticipants, acting as American economic advisors, may manipulate parts
of the economy to eftect socioeconomic improvement in the country.
This computer-based unit achieves its learning objectives through role-
playing and variable manipulation,

Game: SITTE

Source: Simile [}

Subject: Community development

Grade level: Senior high school

Playing time: 2-4 hours

No. of participants: 25-35

Cost: $35 for 25-participant kit, $50 for 35-participant kii

Participants assume the roles of activist interest groups attempting to
use their influence to produce changes in an imaginary city. The interest
groups include business, the disenfranchised, government, ad hoc com-
mittees for parks and trees, and a taxpayers association. Consequences
of the decisions made by the groups are reflected in Sitte indicators,
including: equality of reward in Sitte, overall aesthetic rating of Sitte,
profits after taxes and tota) taxes. The participants learn how interest
groups may exert influence in effecting community change.

Game: SMOG
Source: Damon/Educational Division
Subject: Air pollution

ERIC,
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Grade level; Junior-senior high school

Playing time: 1-3 hours
No. of participants: 2-4
Cost: s

In this game, éach participant assumes the role of an elected official in
his town who is responsible for managing the quality of air. He confronts
the problems of air pollution control as he moves along a **Decision
Tree making decisions which affect his financial status, popularity and
the growth of the town as well as the air quality. An element of chance
is also included. A participant wins the game by accumulating a certain
number of **Management Credits” which are gained by his successful
management of families and industries, money and votes, and the air
quality of his town. The purpose of the game is to teach the problems
of air pollution, city management, and the intricacies of the decision-
making process.

Game: SOCIETY TODAY

Source: Dynamic Design Industries
Subject: Economic success

Grade level: Junior-senior high school
Playing time: 1-2 hours

No. of participants: 4-20

Cost: $7.95 plus shipping and handling

The participants of this game attempt to maximize their economic gains
by taking advantage of all opportunities and staying clear of pitfalls.
Knowledge of people and events, confidence, skills and luck all con-
tribute to successful play.

Game: - THE SPRING GREEN MOTORWAY
Source: Community Service Volunteers

Subject: Environmental community planning
Grade level: Junior high school

Playing time: | hour

No. of participants: 20-30

Cost: 40 pence plus postage

A role-playing simulation in which all community members make deci-
sions as to where the new motorway should be located.

Game: STARPOWER

Source: Simile 11

Subject: Distribution of wealth
Grade level: Junior-senior high school
Playing time: 1-2 hours

No. of participants: 18-35

Cost: $25 for 18-35 participant kit

This game involves students in the operation of a low mobility three-
tiered society built upori the distribution of wealth in the form of chips.
Participants have a chance to progress from one level of society to
another by acquiring wealth through trading with each other. Once the
society is established, the group with the most wealth is given the right
to make the rules of the game. The purpose of the game is to serve as a
device for raising questions about the uses of power in a competitive
_society.
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Game: STOCKMARKET GAME

Source: Avalon hill Company
Subject: Security investments
Grade level: Junior-senior high school
Playing time: 2 hours

No. of participants: 1-6

Cost: $10

This game attempts to reveal how the stockmarket works and what
causes prices to rise and fall. Participants act as stockmarket investors
who buy and sell securities in an attempt to accumulate the greatest
net worth,

Game: STRIKE

Source: Interact

Subject: American history, economics, collective bargaining
Grade level: Junior-senior high school

Playing time: 20 hours

No. of participants: 20-40

Cost:

510

Strike simulates a late 19th-century environment with two towns; one
having a steel mill, the other a coal mine. Participants play roles with
conflicting goals: owners, managers, foremen, workers and unemployed.

" Horatio Alger effort and chance can help participants become econom-

ically successful. The situation is stimulated by two kinds of bulletins:
historical bulletins which make workers aware of labor's plight through-
out the United States and fate bulletins which kill or injure. Eventually,
Phase I culminates in either a strike, a lockout, or fumbling attempts at
collective bargaining. During Phase II, participants realize how much
labor-management relations have changed when they participate in
collective bargaining sessions on a contemporary case study.

Game: THE SUMERIAN GAME

Source: Board of Cooperative Educational Services (BOCES)
Subject: Anthropology, agricultural economics, civics

Grade level: Elementary

Playing time: 4-6 hours

No. of participants: 10-30

Cost:

Special arrangements with BOCES

The Sumerian Game is a simulation designed for the elementary grades.
It focuses on relations between government and sectors of a primitive
economy. In this game, the key participant is the ruler of an imaginary
nation, Sumeria, and he must allocate his resources in an agricultural
environment to improve the life of his people. His success is determined
quantitatively by a computer-based model.

Game: - TAKE OFF 1l

Source: Brite Games

Subject: Third world development
Grade level: Senior high school
Playing time: 3 hours

No. of participants: 13-40

Cost: $10

O

The development problems of the third world are the central issue of
this simulation. Participants represent the various factors within a



country, each struggling against the other, for personal gain. At the same
time, the country is attempting to have people work together in the
drive for economic maturity. Elections, industrialization, and revolution
are part of this game.

Game: TERRITORY

Source: American Universities Field Staff

Subject: Natural resources

Grade level: Senior high school-college

Playing time: One class period minimum. Can be extended with in-
creasing sophistication over several days

No. of participants: 4 individuals or teams

Cost: $49.00 includes this and three other simulation games

and supporting culture study materials comprising a

unit of study on Southeast Asia '
Participants role-play outside powers competitively seeking territories
in Southeast Asia. Play is on a map of the region which is provided.
Following acquisition of a territory, its resources are identified and may
be developed.

Game: TIGHTROPE

Source: Hartmann, Clinton
Subject: Monetary and fiscal policy
Grade ievel: Senior high school

Playing time: 1-3 hours

No. of participants: Minimum of 3

Cost: Negotiated with developer

Tightrope is a simulation representing various historical periods of
economic activity. The role of participants is to act as economic advisors
to maintain economic stability and growth. They must make policy deci-
sions dealing with periods of depression, recession, uncontrolled infla-
tion, moderate inflation and moderate unemployment, or conditions of
stability and reasonable growth.

Game: TRACTS

Source: Instructional Simulations, Inc.
Subject: Community development
Grade level: Junior-senior high school
Playing time: 2-4 hours

No. of participants: 14-40

Cost:

$42.50
This simulation illustrates problems of decndlng what to do with scarce
land in the core city. Rarticipants form into teams and role-play four
sectors or interests conipeting for influence in an urban land develop-
ment situation, The ivterest groups include private land developers,
public housing authori;szs, industry and a city planning commission.
The teams must make$i'cisions on resource allocation and development
policy. The purpose of e simulation is to illustrate to participants the
opportunities, argurients and actions of various community sectors
when land cannot serve equally the interest of all parues without com-
promise and negotiation.

Game: TRANSACT

Irce: Addison-Wesley Publishing Company
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Subject: Market

Grade level: Junior, senior high school -college
Playing time: - T hour

No. of participants: 20-48

Cost: %6

Transact simulates a wholesale market with cords of wood representing
the product being sold. Buyers attempt to purchase cords of wood at the
lowest cost possible, while sellers try to get the highest price they can. As
each attempts to minimize cost or maximize profit, the market tends to
stabilize or move toward equilibrium where the prices sellers are asking
and buyers are offering are the same.

Game: TRANSACTION, THE AUTHENTIC STOCK-
MARKET GAME '

Source: Study-Craft Educational Products

Subject: Stocks and bonds

Grade level: College

Playing time: 1-4 hours

No. of participants: 4-12

Cost: $10 plus shipping and handling

This role-play simulation allows participants to buy and sell stocks of
existing companies. Company information and stock prices are pro-

vided.
Game: TRANSIT
Source: Instructional Simulations, Inc.
Subject: Transportation
Grade level: Junior, senior high school-college
Playing time: 4-10 hours
No. of participants: 20-40
Cost: $42.50 plus shipping

Transit provides data and background information for sxmulated public
sectors, planners and local officials to deal with problems of trans-
portation. Mass transit, freeway development, parking, safety stand-
ards and others are problems dealt with in this simulation.

Game: . TRANSPORTATION GAME
Source: Games Central

Subject: Travel costs comparison by mode
Grade level: Elementary and remedial
Playing time: 1-3 hours

No. of participants: 8-34

Cost: $le6

The game involves participants in planning, arranging and ‘‘taking”
trips via different modes of passenger transportation. Participants are
presented with specific transportation problems for which arrangements
must be made with other students who act as agents for different travel
modes—car, bus, railroad or airplane.

Game: TRIANGLE TRADE
Source: Simulation System Program
Subject: History, economics

Grade level: Junior-senior high school

ying time: 1-3 hours




No. of participants: 15-44
Cost: $15

This is a historical simulation that explores the slave trade, the economic
structure of the New England colonies, and the mercantile philosophy of
Great Britain during the 17th century. The purpose of the exercise is to
help participants to learn why the New England colonies did not fit into
the British mercantile system: why the British government opposed the
triangle trade route; and what was the relationship of the British mer-
cantile system to the economic development of New England. Partici-
pants assume the roles of the major historical parties in the triangular
trade route of the 17th century.

Game: URBAN DYNAMICS

Source: Urbandyne

Subject: Community development—urban economics
Grade level: College

Playing time: 3-4 hours

No. of participants: 12-20)

Cost: $95

Urban Dynamics illustrates the basic structures and processes of the real
city, simplified sufficientiy for participants to conceptualize interlocking
urban systems. A game session provides an overview of a city, including
all of the following factors: political organization, welfare, zoning and
land use, urban/suburban interaction, taxation, unemployment, social
and racial stratification, economic growth, transportation, population
growth, residential patterns and education. Options. Model cities, health,
pollution, megalopolis and media.

Developing on a game board, Urban Dynamics progresses by ten-
year periods from the recent past into the future. Four teams of partici-
pants relate to each other as representatives of the socioeconomic groups
found in modern cities. Since the teams are assigned resources and
restraints, their decisions and actions arise from a spontaneous reaction
to the game situation rather than from an *“‘acting out™ of assigned roles.
The teams may either compete or cooperate as they deal with all the
aspects of city life noted above: and they also have the opnortunity to
come together in City Council meetings to make decisions affecting the
entire city.

Game: WALRUS

Source: Urbex Affiliates, Inc.

Subject: Community planning—resource use
Grade level: Junior-senior high school -

Playing time: 2-4 hours

No. of participants: 5-25

Cost: $75 plus postage

O

ERIC
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The Water and Land Resources Use Simulation (WALRUS) is de-
signed to focus on the impact of public and private decisions on water
pollution. WALRUS s played by five teams, each of which is free to
invest in any of the five land uses provided in the game. Di{ferent water
requirements and sewage generation factors are assigned to the different
land uses. Land uses considered in the model include heavy and light
industry, recreation, simple and advanced farming, retail stores, and
residential developments of varying density. In addition, municipally
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owned land uses include water and sewage treatment plants, municipal
service buildings, schools, and parks.

Game: WELFARE WEEK

Source: Gamed Simulations, Incorporated

Subject: Welfare

Grade level: Senior high school-college

Playing time: Two 2-hour sessions

No. of participants: 6-600

Cost: $13.50 N

Participants simulate living on a welfare budget. They must go through
intake, are given a caseworker, and assigned a budgetary allotment.
Periodic crises force the players to make crucial financial decisions.

Game: WHEAT GAME

Source: Joint Council o9n Economic Education
Subject: Agriculture, supply and demand
Grade level: Junior, senior high school-college
Playing time: 1-3 hours

No. of participants: 20-60

Cost: $4.50 including teacher’s manual

Wheat Game is a role-playing simulation in which students participate
as buyers and sellers of wheat in a purely competitive market. The ob-
jective of the game is to simulate how a myrket will reach an equilibrium
price level. This exercise is available in Teacher's Manual, Readings in
Economics for 12th Grade Students of American Democracy (Pitts-
burgh DEEP materials), and in American Econemic Review {May

1965).
Game: WHEELS
Source: Paul S. Amidon & Associates, Inc.
Subject: Personal economics
Grade level: Senior high school -
Playing time: 2-4 hours
No. of participants:” 3-35 ’
Cost: Sample set $2.50, complete series $40

This computer-based simulation is designed to provide students with
experience in purchasing and maintaining a car successfully for one
year. The experience includes purchase of car, selection of method of
financing, choice of insurance and provision for running expenses. The
computer randomly assigns accidents, major repairs and unexpected
events, and calculates running expense. It is also available through
Honeywell time-sharing (EDINET) Centers.

Game: WHERE DO WE LIVE?

Source: Scott, Foresman and Company
Subject: ' Cemmunity planning

Grade level: Elementary

Playing time: 1-4 hours

No. of participants: 30

Cost: $19.80 :

Participants create a natural environment which they then develop.
Communities and cities are planned for the purpose of meeting human.
needs without harming the quality of the environment.

ERIC
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CHAPTER 1V

Bibliographies, Journals, and
Publishers of Educational Games
and Simulations

Chapter 1V is devoted to other bibliographies describing games and
simulations which have been produced in or relating to the social studies;
current journals and newsletters which address themselves to simulation
games; and current addresses for publishers of games and simulations. This
chapter should be of assistance to teachers who are interested in staying
up-to-date with respect to information on simulation games and to teachers
wishing to order specific games.

A. Bibliographies

Klietsch, Ronald G., Involvement Learning Digest. Minneapolis, MN:
Learning Systems, Inc., 1973. Order from Ross & Haines, Inc., 11 East
Lake St., Minneapolis, MN 55408, Yearly subscription, $18.75.

.

Nesbitt, William A., Simulation Games for the Social Studies Classroom,
second edition. New York, NY: The Foreign Policy Assocmuon 1971,
144 pages, $2.00.

Livingston, Samuel A., and Clarice Stasz Stoll, Simulation Games. New
York: The Free Press, 1973, 43 pages, $4.95.

Charles, Cheryl L., and Ronald Stadsklev, Editors, Learning with Games:
An Analysis ofSoccaI Studies Educational Games and Simulations. Boul-
der, CO: The Social Science Consortium, Inc., and the ERIC Clearing-
house for Social Studies, 1973, 168 pages, $4.95.

Zuckerman, David W., and Robert E. Horn, Editors, The Guide 1o Simula-
tion/Games for Education and Training, second edition. Lexington, MA:
Information Resources, Inc., 1973, 500 pages, $15.00 cash, billing price
$17.00.

O
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B. Journais and Newsletters

Simulation and Games: An International Journal of Theory, Design and
Research. Sage Publications, 275 South Beverly Drive, Beverly Hills,
CA 90212 (4 issues yearly, $18.00).

SAGA Journal (Simulation and Gaming Association). R. R. #2, Greentree
Road, Lebanon, OH 45036 (4 issues yearly, $5.00).

Simulation/Gaming/News (S/G/N). Box 3039, University Station, Mos-
cow, ID 83843 (5 issues yearly, $4.00).

C. Names and Addresses of Distributors and Publishers

Addison-Wesley Publishing Company
2725 Sand Hiil Road
Menlo Park, CA 94025

American Universities Field Staff
3 Lebanon Street
Hanover, NH 03755

Paul S. Amidon & Associates, Inc.
. 5408 Chicago Ave. So.
Minneapolis, MN 55417

Avalon Hiil Company
4517 Harford Road
Baltimore, MD 21214

Benefic Press
10300 W.. Rooseveit Rd.
Westchester, JL 60153

Berkeley Gaming Project
Institute of Urban and Regional Development
316 Wurster Hall
University of California
Berkeley, CA 94720

Board of Cooperative Educational Services (BOCES)
845 Fox Meadow Rd.
Yorktown Heights, NY 10598




The Bobbs Merrill Co."
4300 West 62nd Street
Indianapolis, IN 46268

Brite Games
Box 371
Moline, IL 61265

Changing Times Education Service
(A Division of The Kiplinger Washington Editors, Inc.)
Dept. C
1729 H Street N.W.
‘Washington, DC 20006

Classroom Dynamics Publishing Co.  ~
231 O’Connor Drive
San Jose, CA 95128

Community Service Volunteers
237 Pentonville Road
London N1 9NJ, England

" CRAC (Careers Research and Advisory Centre Limited)

Bateman Street
Cambridge, England

CUNA Mutual Insurance Society
5910 Mineral Point Road, P.O. Box 391
Madison, WI 53701

Curriculum Development Associates, Inc:
Suite 414
1211 Connecticut Ave. N.W. -
Washington, DC 20036

Damon/Educational Division
80 Wilson Way
Westwood, MA 02090

Didactic Systems, Inc.
Box 4
Cranford, NJ 07016

Digital Equipment Corporation
(Huntington Computer Project)
146 Main Street
Maynard, MA 01754

Dynamic Design Industries

1433 N, Central Park
Anaheim, CA 92802
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Educational Games Company
Box 363
Peekskill, NY 10566

Education Ventures, Inc.
209 Court Street
Middleton, CT 06457

Entelek Incorporated
42 Pleasant Street
Newburyport, MA 01950

Federai Reserve Bank of Minneapolis
250 Marquette Ave.
Minneapolis, MN 55480

The Free Press
(A Division of Macmillar Publishing Co., Inc.)
866 Third Avenue
New York, NY 10022

Gamed Simulations Incorporated
P.O. Box 1747, F.D.R. Station
New York, NY 10022

Games Central -
c/o Abt Associates Inc.
55 Wheeler Street
Cambridge, MA 02138

Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, Inc.
757 Third Avenue
New York, NY 10017

Hartmann, Clinton
Education Center
100 W. Rio Grande
El Paso, TX 79902

Harwell Associates, Inc.
Box 95
Convent Station, NJ 07961 -

History Simulations
P.O. Box 2775
Santa Clara, CA 95051

Holt, Rinehart and Winston, Inc.
383 Madison Ave.
New York, NY 10017




Houghtbn Mifﬂin'Company
110 Tremont Street
Boston, MA 02107

Instructional Simulations, Inc.
2147 University Ave.
St. Paul, MN 55104

Interact
P.O. Box 262
Lakeside, CA 92040

Joint Council on Economic Education
1212 Avenue of the Americas
New York, NY 10036

John Knox Press
Box 1176
801 East Main St.
Richmond, VA 23209

Leswing Communications
750 Adrian Way
San Rafael, CA 94903

The Macmillan Publishing Co., Inc.
866 Third Avenue
New York, NY 10022

Parker Brothers Games
Salem, MA 01970

Prentice-Hali, Inc.
Englewood Cliffs, NJ 07632

Reese, Jay
3235 West 17th-Avenue
Eugene, OR 97402

Scott, Foresman and Company
1900 East Lake Ave.
Glenview, IL 60025

Simite 1
P.O. Box 1023
1150 Silverado
La Jolla, CA 92037

Simulation System Program

P.O. Box 1028
Corvallis, OR 97330
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South-Western Publishing Co., Inc.
5101 Madison Road
Cincinnati, OH 45227

Study-Craft Educational Products
R1-683, Tusson Research Center
Belle Chasse, LA 70037

Urbandyne
5659 S. Woodlawn Ave,
Chicago, IL 60637

Urbex Affiliates, Inc.
474 Thurston Road
Rochester, NY 14619



